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and enterprizing Arti/i, was the principal mo^^ 
five ihat if^bienced me to undertake the Work. 
If the fuccefs Jbould he fuch as to pave the way 
for bis future advancement^ IJball he happy % 
at the fame time JJball ever retain a Ugh fenfe 
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of the obligation your Royal HSgbnefi bos con^ 
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Jb ROM a Tour of this kind, in which the 
beauties of Nature are the objefl: of our fearcfa^ 
we experience a pleafure that few other amufe^ 
inents can fui^nifli. — The pifturefque views, 
which at every ftep prefent themfelves to ah 
obfervant eye, while they pafs unnoticed by the 
plodding or hafty paflenger, afford the fenti- 
mental one a fund of entertainment, which ac 
ojice delights and improves the mind. 

Almoft every divifion of the kingdom in which 
we have the happinefs to live (we term it happi^ 
mefff not only on account of the mildnefs of its 
government, but the beauty and fertility of the 
country), exhibit fpots, that .fi*m the variety, 
richnefs, and contraft of thevr parts, invite the 
pencil of the Artift, — But in none of them can 
thefe requifites more abound, than in the places 
which are the fubjeA of the following pages; 

the 



XL iNtHODUCriOK. 

' the lilc of Wight and its vicinities being allowed 
to yield a rich aflemblage of all thofe beauties 
' that cnehant the eye. 

To a defcription of thofe beauties, as they 
muft prefent themfelves to the imagination of 
iiBVeryorte that has a talk for pw3:urefque*fcene&, 
Aall we chiefly confine ourfdves; interfpcrfing 
0n\y fuch biftorical traits of the fituation, pro^ i 

dodipns^ antiquities, curiofities, &c. as may tend , 
io relieve the fubje^ 

During the courfe of the Tour, the Authof 
fometimes travelled alone, and fometimes in ' . ^ 

company^ as will appear from his frequently . 
ufing throughout the work, both the pronouns / 

J and we. 

It may be necefiary to obfisrve, that in the com- • 

par ifons made with the wocks of the modem 
Artifts referred «o, the fcenes or colouring which 
{qq{1 fourcibly {lruck,him> were the Htle, and the 
tiiae of the day that each Actift courted. 
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And it might be no lefs needful to add, that as 
he does not profefs to be deeply verfed in natural 
hiftory and antiquity, he trufts his obfervations on . 
the natural productions and antiquities of the 
Ifle of Wight, will not be too minutely criticifed 
by fuch as are more ftudied in thofe faiences, 
fhould he have been miftaken in any points. To 
have pafled them entirely over, woutd" have ap- 
peared negledlful ; he therefore has noticed them 
as they fell in his way, defigning his remarks ra- 
ther as hints for their fpeculation, or for their 
amufement, than as exad: and fcientific accounts^ 

The Pidurefque Beauties of fuch particular 
fcenes being conveyed by his eye to his mind, 
were inftantly on the fpot noted by his pen ; and 
the defcriptive remarks will, he flatters himfelf, 
afford pleafure, not only to thofe who read his 
work in the clofet, but alfo to thofe who may 
feave an opportunity of viewing the fame fcenes, 

J. HASSELL.^ 



ERRATA. 

Page 27, line 17, for Harry the Eighth aljo laidy rc?id 

Henry the Sixth laid. 
Page 170, line 16, for allunij read allum ftones. 
Page 193 line, J2, for is in for man^ read is inform an^ 
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SECTION I. 

HAVING left London during the laft 
furamer, in order to make our intend- 
ed Tour of the Ifle of Wight, we paffed 
through Hammerfmith and Hounflow, to 
Egham; near which lies the famous mead 
wherein king John executed the charter 
which proved the foundation of our prefent 
happy conftitution. From Egham, we pro- 
ceeded through a part of Windfor Foreft, 
fo beautifully defcribed by Pope, to Bagftiot 
Heath. . ^ 

Vot. t. B Adjacent 
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Adjacent to the heath, on the right hand, 
ftands a villa, where we could not help re- 
marking a cafcade, in which one of thofe 
beauties feems to be aimed 6t, where Art 
can never poflibly rival Nature. It confifts 
of a combined fmall parcel of ftones, regu- 
larly placed, over which is conduced a 
fmall ftreain, that, by the time it has paf- 
fed the firft row of ftones, appears like fe- 
veral water-pipes playing down a fmooth 
paflage, and difgufts the pi6lurefque eye. 

Leaving Bagftiot, we traverfed the heath 
dn the left; Blackwater &c. lying on the 
right. Surely, even to view this heath, is a 
futficient temptation for the many depreda« 
tions that are committed on it. The length 
of it is fo dreary, and the gloom which 
overfpreads it fo horrid, th#t even the live-* 
ly month of June can fcarcely erafe the 
marks of terror that incefl^tntly prefent 
themfelv^ to the traveller's eye. from Eg- 
ham, till you arrive within three or four 
miles of Farnham, a tra6l of near twenty 
miles, the country roimd exhibits ^ moft 
defolate foene. 

Jarnham 
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iJ'arnham is fcarcely feen till you are clofe 
tipon it. This town lies m a pleafent vaP 
}ey, and is well watered. The ouzy foil, by 
^hich it is entirely fuArbtindedj is appro-^ 
J)riated to the growth of hops, and ufoally 
ftands the farmers in frdm ten to twenty-^ 
two pounds per acre. The hops produced 
here are acknowledged to be the beft inr 
England. 

The bifliiop of Winchefter^s palace is fi- 
f uatled on a riftng ground. It \ras built by 
king Stephen, for the ufe of his brother, 
Kenry de Blois, bilhop of Wincheft^jf^ and 
continued for fome tittle to belong M the 
royal family ; but in a fubfequent reign ic 
was affixed to the fee of Winchefter, and isf 
now the ehief fiHnM6r reftdence of the pre-* 
fent bifhop. The numerous pofleffors of 
this ancient building have almoft metamor- 
phofed it. The caflle ftill remains ; and 
the lop of it is^ neafrly an acre of ground,^ 
converted into a fruit garden. At the bot- 
tom of the caftle are the remains of a thick 
wall, whifeh formerly ferved as a redoubt ; 
below that) what was then a deep ditch, 
IB now a kitchen garden. 

B 3 From 
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From the top of the caftle are feen Very 
extenfive views. Suflex appears quite clofe ; 
while the utmoft limits of Hampfhire fcarce- 
ly bound the horizon. Berkfhire, to the 
north-weft, binds its other diftance ; and the 
delightful fpot belonging to Mr. Bacon^ 
called Moore Park, affords another agreed- 
able view. 

In the laft mentioned retired fpot, dean 
Swift wrote many of his works ; the pro- 
prietor of it at that time, being his moft 
particular friend. That celebrated author^ 
and his hoft, pafled the principal part of 
their leifure hours cmi Crooklbury Hill, and 
at night, having reviewed the compofitionsr 
of the day, committed fueh parts as on a 
revifal did not pleafe, to the flames. 

From Farnham to Alton is an agreeable 
and pi6lurefque country. — A noble range 
of woods, the property of lord Stawell, form 
a variety of fide-fcreens for a pi6lure. But 
the views, in general, though pleaiing, are 
very contracted. — ^A fufiicient quantity of 
water meanders through the valley from 

Farnhami 
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Farnham» which adds frequent beauties to 
the fcenes. The old Roman road that led 
from Winchefter, their Fente Belgariim, to 
London, is ftill difcernable as far as Alton. 

A contitiued famenefs reigns all the way 
from Alton to Alresford. At the entrance 
of this town are feen the feats of colonels 
Rodney and Sheriife. That which is built 
of brick, is the property of the former; 
the white one, of the latter. The duke of 
Chandos has a feat about five miles from 
Alresford, called Alvingdon ; but nothing 
of antiquity lies ne^ it. 

About a mile from Alresford, a moft de- 
lightful valley prefents itfelf ; — ^well wood- 
ed and watered ; — ^while here and there a 
ftraggling cottage, burfting from a clump 
of trees, enlivens the rural fcenes. 

We now enter the downs of Winchefter ; 
—a profpedl entirely different from what 
we had hitherto feen. On the firft afcent, 
the woody parts towards Southampton 
Ikirt the horizon ; while a turnpike in the 
B 3 middle 
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middle of a fmall copfe breajig the firft dilV 
t^nce; — each hill gradtia|Iy rifing over aho^ 
ther, and terminating in a foft confufion. 

Winchefter is fituated in a valley, through 
which the river Itching takes its courfe, 
and is navigable up to the eaft end of the 
town, where there is a wharf; at which th© 
barges from Southampton and the adjacent 
cx)untry, unload. 

We find this city to have -been no incon-* 
fiderable place, fo far back as the reign 
ot king Athelftone ; who granted it th^ 
privilege of fix mints for the coinage of 
money. It was frequently the refidence of 
the Weft Saxbn kings, who held their courta . 
here ; and one of whom erected it into a 
bilhop's fee, by tranflating the biftiopric of 
Dorchefter hither. It has been three times 
burnt down ; and about the year 860 was 
demolifhed by the Danes, 

Clofe by the weft gate ftands kiftg Ar^ 
thur's palace, Egbert, the firft Saxon king 
in whpm the foveff^gnty of all England 

waa 
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tv'as vefted, was crowned in it; and after 
him Alfred, and Edward the Confeflbr ; be- 
fides feveral other prinops of the Saxofi line. 
The unfortunate Ruf US made a point of be- 
ing crowned here every Chriftmas; and 
Richard Coeur de Lion, after his arrival 
from the holy wars, and the long impri^- 
fonment he had undergone during his re-^ 
turn, was a fecond time crowned in this 
caftle. Henry the Fifth held his parliament 
here, before he embarked for France. 

In the reign of Stephen, we find it again 
defolated. The emprefs Maud, during the 
civil wars of that period, having gained a 
complete vi6lory over the forces of the king, 
file fixed her head quarters in this city ; but 
the inhabitants riot being well afiefted to 
her caufe, with the afliftance of Henry de 
piois, the king's brother, at that time bifliop 
of the diocefe, they betrayed it into the 
hands of Stephen, and Maud narrowly 
efcaped being made prifoner. 1 his (he ef- 
fected by ftratagem ; caufing herfelf to be 
conveyed out of the town as a corpfe, 
through the thickeft of her enemies. 

B 4 During 
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During Cromwell's wars, it, was feveral 
times belieged by the parliament's forces, 
and at laft was taken by fir William Wal- 
ler, one of their generals, who again demo- 
lilhed the greateft part of it. 

In the county hall we fee the famous 
round table of king Arthur. It is com- 
pofed of a folid piece of wood, eighteen 
feet in diameter. The people of the town 
trace its antiquity to the time of king Ar- 
thur, twelve himdred yeai's back, while 
others fuppofe its origin to be of a much 
more modern date. Tournaments were 
held here by Arthur's knights, before the 
king and his court. 

Adjoining to the chapel, and on the fpot 
where the caftle once flood, fir Chriftopher 
Wren, by command of king Charles the 
Second, fojrmed a defign for a palace, in 
which that monarch intended to entertain 
his whole court, and to amufe them with 
various kinds of divertizements. And 
though this plan was only in part carried 
into execution, the building is magnificent 

and 
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and fpaciouSy the fputh fide being two hun- 
dred and fixteen feet long, the weft three 
hundred and twenty-eight feet ; and not- 
withftanding it is but a fhell, it coft up- 
wards of twenty-five thoufand pounds. The 
grand duke of Tufcany prefented Charles 
with feveral marble pillars of exquifite work- 
manfliip, which were to have fupported the 
roof of the grand ftair-cafe. Thefe were 
afterwards given by George the Firft to the 
duke of Bolton. A hflndfome balluftrada 
runs quite round the top, and the infide of 
the court is adorned with porticos. Had 
the whole of the plan been executed, it 
would have been a palace worthy of the 
gay and expenfive monarch who caufed it 
to be eredled ; but his death happening be- 
fore it was completed, the further profecu- 
tion of it was laid afide ; and the only ufe it 
has been put to fince, is being made a place 
of confinement for the French and Spanifh 
prifoners taken during our late wars. 

In a meadow adjacent to the town, called 
Danemarck Mead, the famous Guy earl of 
Warwick is faid to have encountered and 
vanquilhed Colbrand, the Danilh giant. 

The 
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The prefent cathedral, which is a grand 
and venerable ftra6ture, was. founded about 
the year 1070, by bifhop Walkelyn, a Nor- 
man, under the patronage of William the 
Conqueror, and dedicated to St. Swithin. 
After this, William of Wykeham improved 
it ; but bifliop Fox is faid to have brought 
it to its prefent ftate. 

After nine hundred years endowment, it 
was feized, with the reft of the church lands, 
by Henry the Eighth, and the plate, orna- 
ments, and images, converted to his ufe, 
and depofited in his treafury. Having 
given this proof of his love for the* chinrch^ 
he re-eftabli(hed it on its prefent founda- 
tion, and as fome recompence for his de- 
predations, granted permiflion to dedicate 
it to the Holy Trinity. Since that period, 
it is frequently called Trinity Church. The 
clerical eftabliftiment confifts of one dean, 
twelve prebendaries, fix minor canons, ten 
lay-clerks, and eight chorifters, befides fe- 
veral other members. 

The length of the cathedral from eaft to 
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weft is 545 feet, including the chapel, 
which is 54, feet. The choir is 136 feet 
long. From the iron door to the porch at 
the weft end is 351 feet ; the tranfceps 186 ; 
the part below thraa 87 feet ; and the choir 
40. The tower is 138 feet high, its width 
50 feet by 48, and it is about 25 feet an4: 
an half above the roof. 

The building is of Gothic archite6hir^ 
and truly fublime in its appearance. It is 
graerally allowed to, be nearly equal to that 
of the abbey church at St, All»n*fi(. In two 
receftes, as you approadi the dbpir, are the 
ftatuesof Jame§^andCharl^theFirft, They 
are both of copper, but were horridly de- 
faced duTixig the civil wars which took 
place in the reign of the latter. 

In tlie pannels und^ the <»*gafi are fc»ne 
memorials relative to Heiiry the Eighth's 
foundation, dated 1540 ; — the arms of the 
firft dean, William Kingfmill ;.— the garter 
and mitre of the bifhops of Winchefter ; — ^ 
with the letter S» and another initial letter, 
the greateft part of which is obliterated. 

Under 
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Under a plain monument, without any 
infcription, lies William Rufus ; the man- 
ner of whofe death is too well known to 
need repeating here* During the civil wars 
in the reign of Charles the Firft, the rebels 
paid this fon of the Conquerbr a vifit, and 
as a proof of their diflike to monarchy^ 
ftripped his remains of a robe of gold cloth, 
a ring fet with rubies, and a few other mat- 
ters that were interred with him. 

This cathedral, I believe, has to boaft the 
remains of as many kings as any other in 
England ; for we find that the chief part, 
both of the Saxon and the Norman line, 
reft under its roof. Bifhop Fox fpared no 
pains to collet the bones of thefe kings, 
and of every other perfon of diftindlion, and 
carefully depofited them in fix gilded cof- 
fins, or chefts, fuperbly carved, which he 
caufed to be placed on a wall on the fouth 
fide of the choir. Thefe chefts bore the 
date of 1525. 

Statues of folid filver formerly flood in 
niches, where now ftand mouldering m-ns. 

They 
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They were the gift of bifhop Harris, who 
likewife prefeAted the church with the mar- 
ble pavement that leads to the high altar. 
The ftained glafs is alfo his gift ; with two 
pinnacles, and fome other ornamental ar- 
chite^m'e with which he fronted the out- 
fide boundary of the choir, in the midft 
of which (lands his own (latue epifcopally 
habited. 

Cromwell's army> ever intent on plunder, 
and ever ready to teftify their hatred to the 
church, entered this cathedral on the i6th 
of December 1642, and committed the 
moll horrid outrages. Among other a6ls of 
wanton facrilege, they deftroyed the beau- 
tiful carved work in the choir, broke the 
organ to pieces, feized on all the valuables, 
overturned the communion table, and burnt 
the rails that encompafled it. Nor did their 
rapacious hands flop here ; but getting at 
the chefts of bones which bilhop Fox had 
<x)lle6led, they threw them againft the win- 
dows of (lained glafs, jocularly obferving as 
they did it, that it was the refurredlion of 
the dry bones. And to thefe ravages was 
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Waller a witnefs, without endeavouring to 
put a flop to them. They likewife defieK^ed 
many beautiful pieces of antiquity, and tak* 
ing away the aoffes, popilh books, and pic- 
tures, made a fliam proceffion with them ; 
after which they committed thein to the 
flames, I 

The weft window, with a few others, for- 
tunately efcaped their depredations ; as like- 
wife did the magnificent tomb of WiEfiam 
of Wykeham, which was happily prevented 
from fharing the fame fate by therefolutiort 
and perfeverance of, one Cuff, an officer in 
Waller's army, who had formerly been a 
ftudent of the college. 

Over the communion-table is a pi6lure 
painted by Mr •Weft. The gentlemen who 
fixed it up, finding it larger than the place 
appropriated fear it, cut off two of the prin-^ 
cipal figures in the fore ground, which has 
confiderably defaced the piece. The fubje6t 
of it is the railing b£ Lazarus; — a moft 
charming pi6ture; — the colouring not in- 
ferior to Titian's ;— the drawings wonder-^ 

fully 
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fully corre6l ;— the hand of death feems in- 
deed to have laid faft hold on Lazarus; 
while the fpirit and animation of the other 
figures add double force to the part with 
which they are contrafted. 

In the chapel of the Virgin Mary, (lands 
the monument of the earl of Portland, who 
was lord high treafurer in the reign of 
Charles the Firft. His effigy is at full 
length, raifed on three pillars, and accou- 
tred in copper armour. 

There is another chapel on the fouth, 
called Silkeftede. It is doubtful whether 
this perfon is the founder of the chapel ; 
but certain it is that he altered fome parts 
of it, from an infcription of T S near the 
fibrary window. 

At the eaft end of the fouth wall are de- 
pofited the remains of bifhop Fox. His 
monument is a capital fpecimen of Gothic 
architefture. — ^There is no infcription on it. 
—A fkeleton ia the only emblem affixed to 
the tomb. 

H^e 
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Here alfo refts cardinal Beaufort, who 
was a liberal benefa6lor to the cathedral* 
The emblematical figure reclining on his 
tomb, is arrayed in a cardinal js habit. The 
mutilated effigy attending, is fuppofed to 
be St. Swithin ; it was partly of brafs ; but, 
as in many other inftaAces, fo little fefpedl 
did Cromwell's foldiers pay either to faint 
or apoftle, that you barely trace any re- 
mains of what appears to have been once 
- a beautiful figure. 

The following curious infcription is on 
a monument the fouth fide of the choir. 
The perfon who promifes fo acceptable a 
reward to every good catholic praying for 
his foul, was prior of the convent. It runs 
thus— 

Hicjacit GuLiELMus DE Basing, quondam prior iftlus 
eccleslbe, cujus animse propitietur Deus; et qui pro ' 
anima ejus oraverit, tres annos et quinquaginta dies 
indulgentia precipit. 

In Englilh thus ; 

Here lies William of Bafing, formerly prior of this church, 
to whofe foul may God be propitious ; and he who (hall 
pray for him, (hall obtain an indulgence of three years 
and fifty days. 

Many 
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Many other curious tombs and monu- 
ments are to be feen in this cathedral, but 
the foregoing will ferve as a fufBcient fpe- 
cimen. 

On the fouth fide of the cathedral Hands 
Winch^fter college, founded by William of 
Wykeham, who was liberal in his benefac- 
tions to it, as well as to New College, Ox- 
ford. The foundation was laid by him on 
the s6th day of March 1387. It originally 
confided of a warden and feventy fcholars, 
ten priefts, three chaplains, three clerks, 
and fixteen choriftfers, with one fchool-maf- 
ter, and an uftier. 

In this college is an emblematical painty- 
ing, reprefenting a trufty fervant. The de- 
vice confifts of the figure of an afs, with 
human hands, and flag's feet ; — a, padlock 
fattened to his fnout ; — 3, fhield hanging on 
his arm, with a fword by his fide; and 
he bears in his left hand implements of 
induftry. This emblematical figiu^e is in- 
tended to denote patience, fwiftnefs, cou- 
rage, fecrecy, and labour ; the needful cha- 
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radleriftics of a good fervant. Taken al- 
together, it is at bed but a whimfical jum- 
ble of the artift. 

A room, weft of the cloifters, in the 
college, contains the rules and orders of 
every clafs belonging to it They are in- 
fcribed on the walls. 

> 

In the high ftreet of Winchefter is the 
market crofs, forty three feet in height. 
Some will have it that this edifice wai3 
eredled at a very early period, in comme-* 
moration of the introdu6lion of chriftianity : 
while others fuppofe it to have been found- 
ed fo late as the reign of Henry the Sixth. 
At all events it remains a perfect mark of 
the fuperftition of the times. 

It is a moft elegant pile of Gothic build- 
ing. In one of the niches ftands the fi- 
gure of St. John in the a6l of preaching; 
but fo wretchedly has it been bedaubed 
by the painter, that the chief beauties of 
the fculpture is hidden. The wife men of 
Winchefter, fome years back, had determi- 
ned 
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neci to pull this noble ftru6hire down ; and 
had not fome fpirited gentlemen of the. 
county flrongly oppofed the defign, it 
would have undergone a Cromwellian oper- 
ation. It thus efcaped their unhallowed 
hands ; — ^but fo terribly disfigured is it by 
their beautifying, (as they t»m it) that, ex- 
cept the general appearance of the archi- 
tefture, little elfe is to be feen worth notice, 
all the infcriptions being obliterated. 

The hofpital and church of Saint Crofs, 
are well worthy the traveller's notice. They 
are in the Saxon ftile, and were built du- 
ring the reign of king Stephen. By the 
inftitution of the founder, every traveller 
who knocks at the door of this hofpital in 
his way, may claim a manchet of white 
bread and a cup of beer ; a good quantity 
of which is daily fet apart to be given away. 

Time hurrying us, and a gloomy evening 
impelling us to hafien our journey, we took 
our leave of Winchefter without making 
any further obfervations. A violent llorm 
of rain, thunder and lightning, however, 
C 2 overtaking 
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overtaking us, foon after we had left the 
city, and obliging us to feek for fhelter, we 
once more returned to it ; and having again 
perambulated the town, we left it the next 
morning without regret. For a place of 
fuch confequence, we were not a little fur- 
prized at its mean appearance ; the ftreets 
are narrow and inconvenient, and the houfes 
in general low and inelegant. The water 
of Alresford paffes through the heart of the 
city, and joins its ftream to Itching river. 

Though there is neither much trade, nor 
any manufa6lory worthy of notice carried 
on at Winchefter, the pleafantnefs of its fi- 
tuation, from the extenfive plains and downs 
by which it is furrounded, makes its envi- 
rons the relidence of many perfons of for- 
tune and refpe6Vability. 

Scarcely any thing new is feen till you 
reach Hurfley, a beautiful little village, five 
miles beyond Winchefter. On the right 
hand of it ftands the feat of fir William 
Heathcote, furrounded by the moft luxuri- 
ant verdure that Hampdiire can boajft. The 

venerable 
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venerable oak and (lately pine, vying with 
each other in grandeur, entirely overihadow 
the village. — ^This range of woods takes a 
long fweep from Ronifey towards Botley. 

About a mile beyond Hurfley we enter- 
ed Southampton Common, and for the firft 
time had a view of the fea. Unfortunately 
for us, the weather was hazy, and we had 
but an indifferent profpecl either of that, or 
of the furrounding country. 

On the moft elevated part of the farther 
fide of the common, is the fummer houfe 
of Mr. Fleming ; — an elegant little build- 
ing, conmianding an extenfive view of the 
adjacent hills, and likewife of the Ifle of 
Wight, which from this defirable fpot, in a 
clear day, has every beauty that a pleafmg 
combination of wood and water can give it. 
Several gentlemens' feats Ikirt the road fide, 
fo that it appears one continued, fcene of 
lively vegetation. 
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SECTION II. 

WE had now reached Hampton, or, as 
it is at prefent called, Southampton, 
which lies twelve miles from Winchefter, 
and. about twenty-fix from Portfmouth; 
its fituation being high, and thefea coming 
up to the quay, renders it a delightful fum- 
mer refidence. 

We can trace back the origin of this town 
to the year 47, when it was invaded by the 
Romans ; who were frequently defeated and 
driven back by the Britons rdident in and 
about the fouthernmoft coaft of England. 
This people, however, afterwards efla- 
blifhed a colony here, or rather at the old 
town, which flood more to the eaibvard, to 
which they gave the name of Claufentum. 

In the year 512, Cerdic, king of the 
Wefl Saxons, made a fuccefsful attempt 
upon Hantun, as it was then called. Here 
he defeated the Britifh king Aurelius Am- 
brofius, who having gained a very confi- 

derable 
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derable viftory over Hengift, %vas fo elated 
by his fuccefs, that laying afide the pru- 
dence for which he had hitherto been 
femed, he fuflfered himfelf to be out-gene- 
raled and vanquifhed by Cerdic. The fa- . 
mous king Arthur was likewife flain by this 
Saxon about twenty years after. 

It was here that Canute the Great re- 
proved his courtiers for their flattery, when 
they aflured him that even the waves of the 
fea would obey him. 

About the year 1020, this town was en- 
tirely demolilhed by the Danes; who, 
wherever they came, diftinguifhed them- 
felves by their rapacious and barbarous 
deeds. The moft unheard-of cruelties were 
ufually committed by them whenever they 
happened to be victorious. 

While the vicarious Edward the Third 
was in France, afferting his right to the 
throne of that kingdom, the fon of the 
king ' of Sicily was difpatched, on their 
part, to make depredations on the coaft 
C 4 of 
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of England. This commiflion proved fatal 
to Southampton ; for the French land- 
ing there, reduced it to alhes. They were 
however foon after repulfed by the En- 
glifh, who, colle6ling together an army 
from the troops in the Wdlern parts, 
marched againft the invaders, and having 
entirely defeated them, obliged them to re- 
imbark with the lofs of their commander. 

Here it was that king Henry the Fifth 
embarked when he fet out upon his expe- 
dition againft that kingdom. Previous to 
his failing, the French having remitted a 
large fum of money to Cambridge, Scroop, 
and Gray, the favourites of the king, they 
entered into a confpiracy againft him ; but 
their treacherous defigns were happily put 
a ftop to by the earl of March. That no- 
bleman, who had been inadvertently drawn 
into the plot, fofefeeing the fatal confe- 
quences it^muft be produdlive of to his 
royal mafter, to whom he was bound not 
only by the ties of allegiance, but of grati- 
tude, divulged the fecret, and thereby fruf- 
trated their plans. The earl of Cambridge 

and 
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and Sir Thomas Gray were beheaded ; while 
lord Scroop, rend^ed doubly blameable by* 
his ingratitude, the lung having conferred 
upon him great honours, and repofed in his 
bofom his choiceft fecrets, was hanged^ 
drawn, and quartered* 

The merchants of the port of Southamp- 
ton were, during fome centuries, the great- 
eft importers of wine in the kingdom, ex- 
cepting thofe of London. The privileges 
relative to this article of commerce, granted 
them in their charter by king Henry the 
Second, and afterwards confirmed and re- 
newed by king John, were fo extenfive and 
confiderable, that the merchants of Briftol, 
and thofe of the other ports on the weft 
and fouth coafts of England, were obliged 
to land their wines here, and after having 
paid the duties, then to re-fliip, ^nd carry 
them to their own ports. 

The difpofal of a part of thefe privileges^ 
fome years ago, to the city of Briftol, has 
fixed an indelible ftigma on the corporation. 
Nor are the corporation of the prefent day 

undeferving 



( »s ) 

undeferving of cenfure, for fuflfering the ri- 
ver neir the quay to remain in its prefent 
ilate. The mud is fo deep, at and near the 
landing place, that at low wat^ a boat can 
neither take you ofi^ nor bring you afliore ; 
to the very great inconvenience in particu- 
lar of the paffengers going to or ccmiing 
from, the Ifle of Wight. It is no uncdm- 
mon thing to fee a great number of paflen* 
gers in the Cowes packet, which had hap* 
pened to lofe the tide, wait fome hours on 
board for the return of it ; many of whom 
when it has rained, from the fmallnefs of 
the cabin, and the confequent want of (bel- 
ter, have been thoroughly wet. And even 
the fVeps leading to the landing place are in 
a wretched condition. The fmall quay is, 
if poflible, many degrees worfe than the 
other ; fo that a boat, even at high water, is 
there difagreeably circumftanced. 

Southampton was once walled round ; and 
many parts of the walls are ftill ftanding. 
They are compofed of very large ftones, ; 
full of fmall white ihells, and have many 
lunettes and towers. In iome places it is 

furrounded 
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furrounded with a double ditch. There 
were formerly four gates to it ; but only 
three of them are now (landing. The .firft 
is at the entrance of the town, and is ge- 
nerally termed Bar Gate ; the fecond was 
called the Eaft Gate, but of this not a vef*- 
tige now remains ; the third is South Gate, 
which is made a place of confinement for 
debtors ; and the fourth is Water Gate, at 
the bottom of which is the contemptible 
little quay before fpoken of. 

Oliver Cromwell's niffians were likewife 
bufied here upon fome excellent carved 
work and flained glafs, belonging to Bugle 
Hair in this town, which was deftroyed by 
thefe lawlefs depredators. 

Harry the Eighth alfo laid his facred hands 
on the manufactory of allum foil carried 
on here, in which the merchants had pro- 
perty to the amount of near ten thoufand 
pounds ; but in order to counterbalance his 
depredations by fome favor, as his ufual 
cuftom wasj he permitted them for a cer- 
tain time to land goods free of duty. He 

failed 
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failed not, however, to feize on the vahia- 
ble trade for tin, that was alfo carried on 
here. 

. I. 

Charles the Firft confirmed the charter 
that had been granted by Henry the Second, 
and inftituted a corporation ; which confids 
of a mayor, a recorder, a ftierifF, and two 
bailiffs : all thofe who have ferved any of 
the foregoing offices, conftitute the common 
council; and th^ who have pafied the 
chair, are aldermen. An imlimited num- 
ber of bra'geffes may likewife be eledled at 
the will of the mayor and council* 

The falubrious air of Southampton is a 
fufficient inducement for the great refort of 
Valetudinarians, and others, there is to it. 
Nor are the general accommodations lefs re- 
fpe6lable than the town is inviting. Several 
country feats round it render the walks 
at once agreeable and pleafant. But after 
having trod every rural walk and pleafant 
path that Southampton has to boaft, Netley 
Abbey, of which two views are annexed, 
will be found to enjoy the preeminence. 

Having 
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—^Having pafled Itching ferry in our way 
to the abbey, we crofs the grounds of N. 
Dance, Efq. R\ A. at Woolfon, whofe feat 
commands at every curve, a frelh view of 
the beauties of Hampton river ; an eirten- 
five thicket catches the roving eye. On the 
foot road to the abbey, the diftance is like- 
wife pleafantly diverfifiedi 

In a fmall dell, by the fide of a wood, 
fbmds this antique building ; — and near it 
is the fort, which fronts the river.— A plea- 
fure known only to tl\e contemplative mind, 
imperceptibly fteals into the breaft, on tak- 
ing a view of fo romantic and retired a 
place as Netley Abbey. To a heart not in- 
fenfible to the calm enjoyments of fuch a 
retreat, the awfulnefs of the venerable pile, 
down whofe fide the lurking ivy fportively 
plays, together with the grandeur of the 
architedture, afford a fatisfaftion, that the 
jnofl: pleafurable fcenes of the gay circle 
cannot excite.— A thoufand agreeable ideas 
rufh into the mind,' and we are loft in 
wonder and contemplation. By fuch a fcene 
as this, the youthful bnagination is expand- 
ed 
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ed, and the genius dire6led to fome ufeful 
purfuit.— -It fometimes leads to the ftiidy of 
hiftory ;— ^fometimes its foftnefs and har- 
mony aid the powers of niufic ; — and it 
needs not be added, that it furnilhes the ar-* 
tift with a delightful fubjedl for his pencil. 

Time has juft brought this venerable pile, 
as a piece of ruins, to its higheft perfe6lion. 
A fmall but pleafmg group bf trees encir- 
de it ;— while-a bed of overgrown nettles, 
rifing flately at every avenue, form an 
agreeable relief to its mouldering fides. 

It is the property of Mr. Dance ; and 
much to that gentleman's credit, he en- 
deavours to preferve this piece of anti- 
quity from demolition* A married fervant 
of his refides about a quarter of a mile from 
the f|jot, where refrefliments may be procu- 
red. Frequent aquatic excurfions are made 
from Hampton to drink tea in the abbey, 
and every accommodation for that purpofe 
js fumiflied by the civil and induftrious pair 
who are appointed to take care of it. 

Various 
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Various are the opinions relative to the 
founder of this abbey ; fome attributing it 
to Peter de Rupibus ; others to Henry IIL 
But it is generally believed that Henry 
built it. Certain it is that about the year 
^^39i he inftituted near this fpot a convent 
of monksy of the Ciftercian order, which 
he removed from the vicinity of Beaulieu« 
Other endowments were beflowed upon it 
by John de Wareraia, earl of Surry, in the 
year 1342. At the diflblution, it had an 
abbot and twelve monks, whofe revenues 
were valued at lool. 12s. 8d. a year. 

Such a place as this, that has been devo* 
ted to the purpofes of fuperftition, feldom 
fails to give Hrth to fuperftitious ftories. 
Among thofe told us, we iliall infert the 
two following ; and as they are fomewhat 
fmgular, and may furnilh a fubjedt of 
laughter to the incredulous, hope we fliall 
Hand excufed for the infertion. 

Sir Bartlet Lucy, who was then the pof- 
feflbr of the abbey, fold it to a taylor of 
Southampton ; who bought it with a view 

of 
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of making a profit of the materials. The 
taylor, or» as his defcendants^ who are at this 
time refident in that place, fay, his wife, 
was informed in a dream, feveral nights fuc- 
ceffively, that the moment he attempted to 
diflodge a lingle ftone, the whole fabric 
would fall upon him. And fo, as the ac- 
count goes, it really happened. For dif- 
daining to profit by any advice that came 
in fo queftionable a fhape, he began to pull 
it down ; when, marvellous to relate, no 
fooner had he begun his unhallowed delapi-* 
. dations, than the large window and part of 
the ceiling fell on his head and fra6lured 
his fculL We are further informed, t)iat 
before he made his exit, he acknowledged 
to thofe around him that he had been warn- 
ed by feveral apparitions, of the fatal confe- 
quences that would attend the facrilegious 
deed ; and fell a facrifice to his incredulity « 

Nor is a circumflance of a more recent 
date, which the perfon who Ihpws the ab- 
bey relates, lefs believed in the neighbour- 
hood. A labouring man had for feveral 
nights dreamt that a cheft of money lay 

buried 
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Vuried in the ruins. And fixing upon a 
fpot near the entrance, began there to dig; 
from whence, agreeable to the tenor of his 
dream, he dug a cheft of ancient coins, of a 
confiderable value. The matter of the man 
hearing of the affair, infifted upon their 
being delivered up to him ; and the unfor- 
tunate dreamer, in order to avoid a lawfuit 
with which he was threatened, foimd him- 
felf obliged to refund the prognofticated 
boon. The keeper ftill fhows you a heap 
of ftones, which are faid to have inclofed 
the cheft; and an old man, upwards of 
eighty years of age, corroborated the truth 
of the ftory, by vouching to us, that he had 
himfelf feen the cheft, and that the metal, 
contained in it was really gold. 

The entrance of the abbey, or what is* 
termed the fountain court, is a fquare, encir- 
cled with lofty walls. The kitchen is fup- 
pofed to have led to fonje fubterraneous 
paflage. — On the right hand, at the further 
corner, is the grand hall leading to the cha- 
pel, whofe venerable fides ftill boaft a flight 
of fteps which range round part of the 

Vol. h D building. 
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Building. The area at the bottom of thrf 
chapel is in a very rugged ftate, it being 
overgrown with nettles, which cover the 
fallen fragments of the roof, and not only 
incommode the paffenger, but are far from 
being pleafing to the eye. 

The grandeur and elegance of the inter'-* 
Iial appearance of the abbey, is fuperior to 
any of the outfide views. The chapel, built 
in the fhape of a crofs, with feveral receffes 
communicating with the abbey, — and con-* 
tinned groups of lofty trees,— delightfully 
harmonize and variegate the infide. Grand 
and ftriking as the appearance of thefe an-* 
cient ruins are, they have undoubtedly re-- 
ceived additional beauties from the elegant 
pen of Mr. Keate. Every part of it is fo 
truly, juftly> and pi6lurefquely pourtrayed 
by him, that his Netley Abbey even vie* 
with the original. How finely is the preTent 
delapidated ftate of it diefcribed by him ia 
the following ftanzas : 
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r 1 hail at laft there {hades, this well-known wockI,^ * 
That fldrts with verdant flopfe the barren ftrand. 
Where Netley's ruins, bordering on the flood. 
Forlorn in melancholy greatnefs (land. 

How chang'd ^las ! from that rever'd abode 
Grac*d by proud majefty in ancient days. 
When monks reclufe thefe facred pavements trod, 
, And taught th' unletter'd worid its Maker's praifc^ 

I Now funk, deferted, and with weeds o'ergrown. 

Yon proftrate walls dieir harder fate bewail ; 
how on the ground their topmoft fpires are throwa« 
Once friendly marks to guide the wandering fail. 

The ivy now, with rude luxuriance bends 

Its 'tangled foliage through the cloifter'd fpace, 
• 0*er the green window's mould'ring height afcendsj^ 
And fondly clafps it with a laft embrace. 

Yon parted roof that nods aloft in air. 

The threat'ning battlement, the rifted towV, 

The choir's loofe fragments fcatter*d round, declare, 
Infulting TIME, the triumphs of thy pow'r! 

On the banks of the river (land the ruios 
of a caftle that ferved as a front to the ab- 
bey. It commands a very extenfive part o;f 
the river ; but nothing now remains, except 
the walls, to remind us of the ftrength 1% 
©nee poflefTed. 

D a. The 
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The ride to this fweet fpot is nearly tdn 
miles, through a lovely fcene of wood and 
water. By the foot way it is three miles and 
au half from Southampton, acrofs the river 
Itching, where a ferry-boat conftantly plies. 
The Walk to it is beautiful ; nor is your 
return from it lefs fo. The town of Hamp- 
ton, and its fpire, has a pleafmg effe6l ;— the 
New Foreft is in the diftance ; but the view, 
in general, is too ftraggling and extenfive; 
the objedls are not fufficiently combined for 
a pi6lure, though pleafing to the eye. 

Our next excurfion was to the priory of 
St. Denis, formerly the refidence of a bro- 
therhood of black canons. It is fituated on 
the flowery banks of the river Itching, about 
three miles from its entrance, and exhibits 
a pile of antique ruins that are haftening to 
decay. Scarcely any part of the chapel isf 
(landing ; and if the remains of the houfe 
are not fhortly fecured from the depre-^ 
dations of its inhabitants, arid from the in- 
ceffant ravages of a great number of hogs, 
both that and the chapel will foon fha,re the 
fate of many an ancient fabric, and leave no 
trace of its exiftence. 

. We 
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We have fcarcely any authentic intel- 
ligence from which to afcertain the founder 
of this priory: The leafe of the venerable 
pile is granted to the prefent poffeflbr by 
genferal Stibbert, to whom we recommend 
the prefervation of its relics from entire 
obliteration, that it may ftill remain as an 
. biftoricar record of ancient times, and con- 
tribute to the pleafure of every curious tra- 
veller who vifits Southampton. 

It ftands near four miles from that town, 
and was viewed by us on one of thofe clear 
evenings, when the declining fun juft catch- 
ing on the higheft fummit of the building, 
gave an agreeable relief to the fore gro\md, 
which, of courfe, lay in the fhadow ; while 
his dazzling rays overtopped the neigh- 
bouring river, and added every luftre to the 
oppofite woody craggs, overhanging the 
fandy fliore, that the moft pidlurefque eye 
could wifh or defire. 

In the road to this fmall but pleafant 

Ipot, is the feat of general Stibbert. It is 

an elegant building, and commands very ex- 

D 3 tenfiva 
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tehfive views of the oppofite fliore ;-^tli6 
New Foreft ; — Southampton River ; — Gal- 
fhot Caftle ; — and the Ifle of Wight. Several 
boxes belonging to other gentlemen Ikirt 
the road, but none of them fo pleafant as 
this plain and neat ipot. 

• 
The feat of Mr. Sloane lies about two 
miles beyond general Stibbert's, in the mid- 
dle of a little valley, that alfo commands 
the navigation of the river Itching. From 
this road you may proceed the carriage way 
to Netley Abbey, and to govenor Hornby^a 
houfe. 

On our left hand at the top of the hilli 
near the three mile ftone, on the road to 
London, is the fummer houfe of Mr Fle- 
ming, the member for Southampton. — ^We 
noticed this fpot on pafling Southampton 
Commbn ; but the fuUen clouds lower- 
ing upon us at that time, we could only 
make tranfient remarks on it ; — but now 
viewed with a more compofed eye, a charm- 
ing fcene difplays itfelf ; — a luxuriant hang- 
ing wood, forming the park, exliibits every 

feature 
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feature of variegation that fuch a fcene can 
poflibly produce ; over which a gentle de*^ 
fcent terminates into a foft furface of a fum- 
mer fea; — while many a proud veffel, im- 
patient for the wafting gale, difplays the 
livelieft reflections of the fhivering fail ii^ 
j:he tranfparent ocean, 

. Far beyond thefe luxurious fcenes, a kind-* 
lier ihore blends foftly in, and prefents it3 
fpreading oaks, joined with the prouder fo- 
reft plants. 

We fcarcely ever remember to have feen fp 
well chofen a fpot, from the choice of any 
^gentleman, as this of Mr. Fleming's fummer 
Jioufe. We fometimes obferve that perfons 
of fortune, in chufing a fpot for eredling a 
feat, fix on fome obfcure place, where toil- 
fome labour endeavours, but in vain, to rival 
the vivid blooms that fair impatient Nature . 
rears. A. reclufe feat appearsfans beauty, that 
the rifmg hill demands ; and at beft neyer 
difplays more than grovelling hulbandry.— 
How fuperior fuch commanding profpefts- 
as that under confideration ! and how mean 
D 4 and 
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and contemptible, when compared with it, 
are the nicely trimmed yews that adorn the 
feat of the citizen ! 

The fummer rides about Southampton 
are fuch as few places can boaft. — An in- 
convenience attends the tide^s retiring fo far ^ 
as you ride along the river's fide ; never- 
thelefs the foft breezes that fan you while 
you traverfe its fhore, in fome meafure com* 
penfate for this, 

Southampton having been fixed on as the 
centre of our tour, our excurfions from it 
will be inferted as they take place, and the 
town and its environs defcribed cccafion- 
ally, fo as to give a variety to our defcrip- 
tions. 

As one part of our plan was to vifit 
parts of the New Foreft, w^e began our 
route from Southampton to Lymington, the 
neareft boundary of it towards the Ifle of 
Wight. The firft village we paffed after 
leaving the townw as Millbroojc, which lies 
within about two miles from it ;— ^a pleafant 

little 
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little fpot, but we found nothing in it to 
engage the attention. From thence we 
croffed Redbridge, and through Totten, 
reached the foreft 

Its entrance is not fo ftriking here, as it 
is in many other parts. — ^When you gain 
the firft fummit, a woody promontory 
(kirts the road on the right ; — on the left^ 
for three miles, a more open fpace attraiSls 
the eye, terminated-^as mod of the diftan- 
ces in this part are— by a group of venerabla 
oaks or lofty elms* 

In the midft of a plantation of oaks, re-* 
fides one of the keepers of the foreft. Hi:* 
lodge, which is generally called by the coun--. 
try people IronfliiU, ftands about a mile 
from the road, in one of thofe grand recef- 
fes where Nature flrews her favours with 
unbounded liberality. 

When we view a pleafing fcene, that, in 
fuch a coimtry as Hampftiire, where every 
view is a pi6lure, muft frequently burft up^- 
pn the fight, we at once feel its full forces 

but 



Vut to what a pitch is the imagination cftr^ 
ried, when we behold Nature flyly fporting. | 

in feme retired corner, where, as if fear- 
ful of being feen, ftie rears a ponderous 
grove to overhang fome murmuring rivu- 
let, to whofe chryftal ftream (fweet facred 
haunt !) the timorous fawns or fturdy heif- 
ers retire to Ihun the fcorching rays of 
Phoebus. While fome ftand cheft high in 
the rapid current to avoid their annoying 
enemy the fly, others recline on the moffyi 
bank, and catch the pafling breeze. But iC 
perchance the ruder breath of Zephyr ruf-> i 

ties through the leaves on the furrounding ^ 

boughs, away fly the fearful fawns, and, j 

bounding over the flowery lawn, feek a fe^ 
curer retreat. ^ 

From this romantic fcene we turned ouf j 

horfes to the left, and ftruck into the road 
to Lindhurft, through a continued (hade of 
overhanging wood. The evening being 
clear, we were tempted to turn out of the 
- way to know from what caufe a flrang^ 
noife, which feemed to ifliie from the brow 
<)f an adjacent hill, originated. Upon readier 

ing 
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ihg the fpot, we found it to be one of the 
forefters broufing the deer; and we were 
not a little pleafed at feeing fome hundreds 
of thefe wild inhabitants of the foreft bound- 
ing towards him, whenever they heard his 
well-known voice, and following him to the; 
frelheft pafture, or to ftiare in the fodder 
which he cut from the tender branches of 
the trees. Should any of the herd have 
ftrayed, he calls the wanderer back in a 
note not unlike the war-hoop of the Indian 
tribes. 

The farmers who live in the vicinity of 
this part of the foreft ,are often fubje6l to 
the depredations of thefe animals. No 
fooner do they fcent the full-eared corn, 
than they make their way, if poffible, to 
it ; — ^no fence proves a fufficient reftraint ; — 
the nightly watch is placed in vain ;— and 
fcarce a ftalk efcapes their ravages. 

The foil in this quarter confifts of a cold 
watery clay, which fo imbibes the moifture, 
that the crops of corn, and even of hay, 
except in dry fummers, but poorly repay the 
,. farmers 
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fermer's toil; The oak alone is its bbaft ? 
which proudly fpreads its nervous branches^ 
and grows for the defence of Brit^. 

Lindhurft, which is ten miles frpm South- 
ampton, is lituated in the heart of the foreft. 
It is a pleafant agreeable village, and (lands 
on the declivity of a hill. It once could 
boaft of having a monarch for an inhabitant ; 
at prefent the houfe which was the royal 
refidence, is that of the duke of Gloucefter, 
who is lord chief warden, and ranger of the 
foreft. It is a plain old falhioned brick man- 
fion, with little or no ground adjoining to it. 
The greateft convenience attending it is the 
ftables, which are roomy and commodious. 
They ftand oppofite to the houfe, vyhich is 
without any court before it, or lodge, con- 
fequently expofed to the duft of the road; 
and has rather the appearance of being the 
refidence of a gentleman farmer, than the 
fummer retreat of one of the princes of the 
blood. 

But if its conveniences are few, its ad- 
vantages pf another nature are great,— 

Standing 
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Standing on an eminence, it commands a, 
complete profpe6l of Southampton River, 
and of the fea, — ^The view, extends likewife? 
into the county of Suffex . — Stony Crofs on 
the left, .and, over the foreft, to the woody 
fcreens of fir William Heathcote, with the 
foft diftances of the remoteft parts of 
Hampihire. 

In the village of Lindhurft conftant pre- 
parations are made for the accommodatioa 
of gentlemen who come to hunt in the fo- 
reft. Nor can any place be better fuited to 
the fport, there being but few farms, to 
what there are in the counties of Hertford, 
Bedford, and fome others. Neither do the 
fportfmen run fuch rifque of their necks 
as in moft other hunting counties, as there 
are not many fences or ditches to obftru<3: 
their courfe, and confequehtly few dan- 
gerous leaps to be taken. 

We read in the annals of England, that 
the tra6l of country now denominated the 
New Foreft, and which is at leaft fifty milesf . 
in circumference, originally abounded with 

towns 
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fowns and villages, in which were no leSS 
than thirty-fix pari(h churches. But it was^ 
laid wafte, and the inhabitants, driven from: 
their houfes and eftates by William the 
Firft, in order to gratify his penchant for the 
pleafures of the chace. The diftrefs which 
this Norman conquerer thereby wantonly" 
brought upon his new fubjedls, feems how^ 
ever to have been in fome degree retaliated 
Cn his own family ; for two of his fons, and 
a grandfon, loft their lives on the very fpot; 
His fon Richard was killed by a peililential 
blaft ; — ^William Rufus, as is well known» 
was flain by an arrow (hot by Sir Walter 
Tyrrel at a flag ;— *and Henry, his grandfon^ 
while purfuing his game, was caught by the 
hair of his head, which had entangled in the 
bough of a tree, and there fufpended till he 
died* 

From Lindhurft we kept the left hand 
road to Lymington ; and paffed Fox Leafe, 
the feat of Lady Jennings Ckrke. We were 
not fortunate enough to be able to procure 
a fight of the infide of this villa, her lady- 
(hip being there^ and having company.-^ 

The 
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The eitternal appearance of it is neat, andf 
the ground that furrounds it pleafant^. 
though not fuperb, 

Burleigh Lodge, and Cufihells, the feat 
6i Gfeorge Rofe, Efq, are near Lindhurft ; 
befides which there are many other agree-^ 
able fpots ; fome the fummer refidences, 
others the hunting boxes, of the proprietorsi 

The road ftill continued its courfe through 
St woody range that formed noble groups^ 
while a gradual light, darting through the 
thinner branches in the diftance, caught 
fome open fpaoe, where lightly touching^ 
the neighbouring cot, Whofe thatch, with 
mofly weeds overgrown, foftly blended with 
the huge oak boughs that ovarlhadowed the 
roof, formed a pleafmg efFe(5l ; — at the fame 
time the mouldering fpire of Brokenhurfl:, 
clinging to the elm and yew, juft fhows its 
Ihaded pile. The fore ground thus laid in 
(hadow, with a fmall piece of water rufhi*- 
irig at its foot, with a fingle light upon the 
diftant cottage, and grazing herd, almoft 
formed a pi6ture of itfelf ; but when the 

Ihy 
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ihy fpire, dariting from the firft diftance, ap-» 
peared ftiaded by a flying cloud, it was a per*s 
fe6l compofition for a rural pi6lure. — Th© 
laft diftance was fraught with one of thofe 
purple glows that the fetting fun fo freely 
difplays on a clear evening, when, exhaling 
the vapour of the moiftened earth, it fo 
charmingly blends each diftant hill and 
copfe with its aerial perfpeftive* 

On the right is the manfion of Edward 
Morant, Efq. fituated oik the very fummit 
of one of the pleafantefl hills in the foreft.. 
Two avenues lead to it jfrom Brokenhurft. 
The park is plainly laid out ; — ^the houfe 
equal to. any modern one for convenience:— 
the entrance is grand, — ^and the rooms are 
fpacious and lofty.— The pofleflbr, when he 
began to build, feems to have had a defire to 
render it ufefid as well as elegant.— The of- 
fices lie behind the houfe, as do the gardens. 
We much regretted the want of a piece of 
water before this manfion, as fuch an ad-^ 
dition would render it a compleat and de-- 
Arable refidence ; but this deficiency is in. 
fome meafure fupplicd by a fmall ftream: 

which* 
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which crofles the bottom of the park, and 
though not feen from the houfe, has a de- 
firable efFe6l. 

Brokenhurft is one of thofe remote fpota 
where real pleafure may b6 enjoyed, — -It is 
an agreeable diftance from Lymington, and 
a morning's ride from Southampton, acrofs 
a floping woody country. Several very re-? 
fpe6lable perfons refide in this place and 
the adjacent parts, and a fociability feems 
to reign among them, free from that fcandal 
and bickering which too frequently difturb 
the tranquillity of many villages. - 

Rifing another elevation of the foreft, we 
got a clear and diftind: view of the Ifle of 
Wight.--On our right-hand continued the 
fame range of woods we had pafled as we 
came from Lihdhurft ; on the other fide a 
wide defert heath encountered our fight.— 
We pafled on through another fmall village, 
and then Entered a grand burft of land- 
fcape ;-i-a rugged rock formed the right fide 
fcreen; — ^the towering boughs that hung 
jon the oppofite fide of the road drooped 

•Vol. I. E their 
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their branches almoft on the withered fern 
M?hich counted the gravelly bank; — ^from 
this, a gentle declivity of trees fell to the 
water's edge, that winding round two 
woody promontories break the ftifF appear- 
ance of the oppofite fhore, and terminate 
at the bridge. — lAt this diftance the for*^ 
mality of the buildings on the quftya had 
not fufficient ftrength to leffen the pi6lu-?' 
lefque appearance.-^ Another piece of water, 
taking a gentle fweep round the baths of 
Lymington^ difcharge^i itfelf into the fea.-«* 
The Ifle of Wight terminates, the view ;f^ 
though its. chalky ptifia havQ not fufficbnt 
power to pleafe, they may attract the eye. 

Lymington, though a fmall, is a w&ty 
convenient feaport ; its diftance from Southh- 
ampton is eighteen miles, through the pleft^ 
fenteft part of the New Foreft. Part of th« 
town ftands on an eminence, and leads to 
the quays, which are^ fpacious and con^ 
venient. Ships of confideraUe burthen fail 
from this place; efpecially fome tliat are 
employed in the coal, trade. Oppofite Ly* 
mington river are the well ki^wn rocks, 

called' 
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called the Needles, a defcription of which 
will be given when we fpeak of the Ifle of 
Wight. 

It is an ancient borough, governed by a 
mayor, aldermen, and burgefles, without any 
limited number. But it does not redound 
much to the credit of this ancient corpora- 
tion, that when his majefty deigned to vilit 
their town, during his late ftay at Lindhurft, 
tiot even a cold collation was prepared for 
his reception, notwithflanding they had pre- 
vious notice of the intended honour ; a neg-- 
fe^, to call it by no harlher name, that his 
majefty's condefcenfion, affability, and good- 
neTs of heart, were far from deferving. 

Were it not that our plan is rather to 
confine ourfelves to a defcription of the 
pi6hirefque views of nature and the effe&: 
they have on the imagination, thaij in mak- 
ing obfervations on men and manners, we 
could mention other anecdotes of a fimilaf 
nature ; but, for the foregoing reafon, ftiall 
content ourfelves with fele6ting from therpi 
the following ••— 

E 3 When 
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' Wheft his 'mijefty, on his late fuitiniei*^ 
Qjccurfion, was at Southampton, having eh-^ 
quired of one of the body corporate grf that 
town which way the wind was, and received 
for arrfwer that it -w^foutb weft; another^of 
the robed brothers put in,. with an infolent^ 
femiliarity, not at all befitting the per-! 
fonage to whom it was addreffed, " I believe 
it is not fazv'-wejl, your majefty, but nor^: 
^ey The reader, who is acquainted, with; 
the diale6l of the country, will beft be ajble 
to difcerrl from it the vulgarity of the 
fpeaker^ and the indecertcy of the fpeech*- 
We were pleafed to obferve that the coim-^ 
tenance of the moft gracious of fovereigns^ 
exhibited greater expreffion of pity an4 icpn-* 
tempt, than of difpleafure. 



We could not difcover any thing of an-* 
tiquity at or near Lymington, and met^itlv 
but one circumftance worth relating. The 
trade for cattle between this place, arid the 
Mies of Jerfey and Alder ney, is very,con- 
fiderable, and the manner of fhippingw^nd 
of landing them rather curious. Hadng. 
fattened a rope round the horns of the beafi:> 
... - r . . the 
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the failors hoift his head to the height of 
four or five feet from the ground, till only 
the hind hoofs touch the plank that extends 
from the fhoreto the Ihip. And in this 
manner is he dragged on hoard ; the failors 
all the while endeavouring to accelerate his 
motion by twifting his tail. In this attitude 
the embarking beaft cuts a droll figure, and 
i^ever fails to attra6t a great number of 
fpeftators. 

The Portfmouth family take their fecbnd 
title from this place, the eldeft fon being 
yifcount Lymington. The people of the 
tovvn.boaft of the frequent vifits they re- 
ceive from this noble houfe, who are not 
only well known here, but as well refpe6led. 

As our route, on our return from the Ifle 
of Wight, whither we are haftening, will 
lie through. this place, in order to take the 
New Foreft in another direftion, flioiild 
any thing occur worthy of obfervation, we 
ihall then notice it. 
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SECTION III. 

ON leaving Lymington, we coafted the 
(hore which we had feen the preced- 
ing evening ; but had it not now in our 
power to attra6t from it thofe pleafurable 
moments we had then done. The morning 
was heavy, and the fky lowered during Ae 
greateft part of the day. 

At the extremity of the road we turned 
up to the village of Boldre, which has to 
boaft the refidence of the Rev. Mr. Gilpin; 
the produ6tions of whofe elegant pen are 
well known. It is a fmall village, fur- 
rounded by firs and oaks, and has feveral 
gentlemen for its inhabitants. 

From hence we pafled on through an- 
other Ikiall village,, to Beaulieu Heath, as 
it is termed by thofe who Kfide near it ; 
but we found it to be another extremity of 
the foreft. The feat of fir John D'Oyley 
ftands at one corner of it, whofe houfe and 
park, though boafting of nothing more than 

we 
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y;^ generally meet with, help td r^eve a 
barren turf*dug heath. 

Tinning down the right-hand road a 
. little beyond D'Oyley houfe, it took us to 
the iron mills. Thefe once profitable en- 
gines have ihared the fate which generally 
attends any concern where there are a 
great nmnber of proprietors. Difputes con- 
tinually ariiing, the mills are faid to have 
been reduced by them to their prefent de- 
folate condition. Formerly the iron ore 
received from the Ifle of Wight vfas fwffi- 
cient to keep them conftantly at work. 
After that they were fupplied from Lan- 
caihire, oii account of the fuperior quality. 
But the difagreements before mentioned 
having put an entire ftop to them, they are 
now fuffered to moulder into duft. 

The fait works along this coaft furnifh 
lio inconfiderable branch of traffic. At one 
iplace, in fte neighbourhood of Lymington, 
five pans are continually working; and 
tmny more along the coaft to Fawley. 

E 4. From 



( 5^ ) 

From the mills, we once more gained the 
heath, and took the road to Beaulieu. But 
a very heavy ftorm, which had threatened 
us ever fmce we left Lymington, now com- 
mencing, we pofted with all fpeed over the 
heath. We had not, however, proceeded 
far, before fome peafants, who were ga- 
thering turf, called out to us to flop im- 
mediately ; and upon coming up informed 
us, that if we had gone a few fleps farther 
we (hould have plunged into a bog, to the 
great hazard of our own, and our horfes' 
lives. We would, therefore, advife ev&y 
traveller, when they pafs over this heath, 
or any other where there may be a fufr 
picion of meeting with bogs, or loofe beds 
of clay, which are nearly as bad, that they 
would by no means endeavour to crofs in any 
dire6lion but by the high road, or at leaft 
where the track of wheels are to be traced. ' 

We thanked the men for their kind at- 
tention ; and the rain ftill continuing to 
pour down with unabated fury on our 
heads, we haftened towards Beaulieu ; but 
St. Leonards, or, as fome call it, Beaulieu 

Manor, 



( 57 ) 

Manor, lying nearer, arid fonie remains of 
antiquity being to be found there, we made 
for that place.. We here met vntha wel- 
come retreat from the ilorm at a homely 
farm-houfe, and were entertained in a moft 
friendly jnanner by the hofpitable owuct 
of it. 

The principal remaining part of the 
abbey of St. Leonard, confifts of two high 
walls that feem to have terminated the 
cloifter. Thefe npw conftitute the ends 
of a modern-built thatched barn. The 
other parts are nearly extindl, and are con* 
verted into a pig-ftye. The ruins being fo 
inconfiderable, and fo defaced by the beams 
of wood, and thatched out-houfes, refting 
upon them, fcarce a veftige of its former 
beauty remains, to afford a fingle point of 
view in which a pleafmg drawing could be 
made of it. 

The wind having difperfed the heavy 
clouds, and cleared again the (ky, and 
there being nothing more in this place 
worthy of obfervation, we took leave of 

our 
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our kind hcrfl^ and purfued our conrie to 
Beaulieu through the fouth-eaft part of the 
NewFcMreft^ 

Here they hare begun to diveft the foreft 
©f a part of its grandeur, by cutting down 
a confiderable quantity of its hardy vete- 
rans — the noble oaks ; but fo delightful are 
the avenues which here and there break an 
opening to the Ifle of Wight, that every 
curve delights the traveller's eye. A woody 
fide-*fcreen dill keeps to your right hand the 
whole of the way to Beaulieu» which is five 
miles from St. Leonard's* 

There are feteralfalt works near themouth 
of Beaulieu river, whidi employ a great 
number of poor inhabitants. The vill^ei. 
or town, of Beaitilieu is agreeably difpofed 
in one flxeet, and lies at the foot of ieveral 
hills that gradually fkirt the banks of the 
river, over which a continued verdrite • 
reigns ; fo that from beaulieu mifls it ap- 
-pests more like a garden than coBnaaQQ 
woods. 

Some 
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Some rfelicks of antiquity are (till vifiUe 
where the abbey once ftood ; but they are 
fo few, that it is impoflible to combine 
the fcattered remains into any point of 
fight that would form a pidlure, or give a 
likenefs of the place. There is a wall in 
fome degree of prefervation, which feems to 
have furfounded the abbey, and which 
muft, judging from the prefent appearance 
of it, have been more than a mile in cir- 
cumference. 

Part of the old chapel is applied to the 
purpofes of a cork-warehoufe. It is fitu- 
ated near the walls which encompafs the 
joint feat of the duke of Montague and 
lord Beaulieu. This ancient houfe, which 
was erected about the reign of king John^ 
appears to be ftiH unftiaken by the hand 
of Time; nor has the daring ivy touched 
its ftony fides. The building is very ftiff, 
but pleafing to the view, without any fur- 
ther pretentions to external beauty than 
merely fimplicity and neatnefs. 

The infide of this feat is lefs curious than 
the otttfide. The whole flooring is of oak^ 

and 
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and quite perfedl ; the ftaircafe, vrdnTdot^ 
and .beams, are of the fame wood. The 
duke of Montague has not vifited it thefe 
thirty years ; nor are we furprized at his 
abfence, the houfe not having, at prefent, 
a fingle convenience for a family. It is 
furrounded by a ditch, and has four draw^ 
bridges over it, that communicate with the 
park, which is a beautiful pieqe of ground, 
well watered and wooded. In the church-r 
yard, anciently belonging to the monaf- 
tery, there ftill appear the relicks of a few 
Saxon chara(3:ers, as infcriptions on the 
tombs ; but they are very much injured 
and defaced by time and the wither. 
The monaftery itfelf, that is, the two fmall 
remaining walls, being at this time a nin^r 
fery for bees, we were thereby prevented 
from making a minuter fearch into the 
flate of it. 

v 

From Beaulieu you pafs another turn of 
the river towards Fawley, which fliines in 
every pi6lurefque fplendour : and this lafte 
till you arrive at the fummit of the hill tliat 
enters again the New Foreft. Here let me 
» • renew 
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Y^&^ thie caution I before gave the'iin^rafyi 
traveller, not to crofs the heath without 
due attention. Before he takes the de- 
ceptious tracki^ of the horfe's hoof, or even 
the muddy ruts of a cart, for his guide ovei* 
the unfure fod, let him notice well the hand- 
poft ;-^fpecially if the declining fun throws 
its lengthening . Ihadows from the thorny^ 
bufties, : 

For noblenefs, as a biirft of laridfcape, tiie 
view from this hill is perhaps as pleafmg as 
kis uHcfiftimon J and the only deficiency Y/e 
ciould perceive, was the want of fome bold, 
promontory to the left, inftead of a dreary 
heath. On the right-hand , the Ifle of Wight,, 
gently doping from its wonted heights, juft 
left ifpade eiidugh between it and the oppofite 
fliore of Stokes Bay to ftiow the fwelling 
fails that fweep along the Spit. In front, at 
the diftance of about a mile and a half acrofs 
the heath, a plantation of oak 'gradually 
declines into. the valley that opens to thefea, 
and coming within the general bounds of 
the horizon, foftens the harftier appearance 

of 



of the black furze that forms the fore<^ 
ground* 

The road to Fawley, which is five miles 
from Beaulieu, is directly oppofite to the 
gate that limits the boundary of the foreft^ 
The heath, as juft obferved, is covered with 
furze ; and, though it lies high, has many 
bogs on it. The preceding day having 
proved very rainy, the part of the road we 
were to purine was utterly impai&blefor foot 
paflengers, and nearly fo for horfes. Thofe 
we rode on, at every ftep they took, funk 
alraoft up to the girths in a heavy clay and 
water ; and though the road, from the gate 
at which we entered to another part of the 
woods lefs fwampy, was only tt^o miles in 
length, we were at leaft an hour and a half 
in paffing it. 

We were however foon compenfated for 
the trouble and fatigue we had undergone 
in getting through this fwamp. The Ifle of 
Wight now became a weftern boundary^ 
and appeared in all its fplendour ; the neareft 
fhores preffed hard on our fir ft diftance ; 

and 
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arid Cowes road, forming a recrfs, was re« 
iieved by the hills near St« Catherine's. 

Oar deftination being for Eagle Hurft, the 
fisat of lord Carhampton^ we pafled Faw* 
ley on the leftt and proceeded along the 
brow of a furly heath. This building is ait 
excellent land mark^ and elegant in its out- 
ward appearance. From the top of the 
tower» it commands a very extenfive view 
of the Uland and the oppoflte fhores to the 
eaft and n<»rth ; and from its weftern fide^ 
the major part of the foreft ; where Red- 
bridge and Langford Hills are vary confpi^ 
euous. Southampton and its river have a 
capital appearance. The fouth weft profpe6t 
prefents the Hills of Lymington, and the 
country towards Chrift-church. 

Eagle Hurft, c»r as it is generally named 
by the inhabitants of the coaft, Luttrell's 
Folly, IS built clofe to the Chore, and near 
the point on which ftands Cal(hot Caftla 
The building is very whimlical, but neat 
and agreeable to the fight On the top of 
it a round tower is erected, which was ori- 
ginally 
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gihsllly intended to have a full view over ihfl 
fouthern fhores of the Ifle of Wight ; but un- 
fortunately the direftor or archite6l forgot 
that the ground on which it (lands is not of 
an equal height with the intervening motin-i 
tains on the ifland . The pottico has a plea- 
fant appearance, and 16 very convenient. 

The infide of the houfe, or caftle if the 
reader fo pleafes, (for it moimts a few 
pieces of cannon on its battlements) is both? 
commodious and elegant in the extreme. 
The ground floor has two parlours. On 
the firft floor there is a handfome and fpa- 
cbus drawing-room . The bqffb-relievos that 
are fixed in the walls are executed in a maf- 
t»ly manner, and well feledled;— nor is thcf 
judgment of its noble proprietor lefs con-^ 
fpicuous in his fele<5lion of a Venus and 
Cupid, a beautiful pidhire from the Italian 
fchool, which hangs in the befl: bed^room. 
We could not help regretting that his lord- 
fhip has not a colle6lion ; as from this pic- 
ture, and a few fcarce etchings by Francifco 
Londonio, of Milan, we might expert it to 
be well chofen. 

But 
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*' But to return to the drawiiig^roohii 
Wefeldomfee fo much neatnefs as reigns, 
here. A tnirious glafs lock is affixed to its 
door on a lingular conftnwSlioni, The fur* 
ttiture is plain, and the walls are of a plain 
paper, with gold and filver bordering. A 
bed-room on the fame floor is as neat and 
convfeiiient as the drawing-rOom, On the 
fecond floor is a dreffing-room and bed* 
chamba-, with every elegance that denote* ' 
judgments 

From this, a well-ttaircafe fiondufted u$ 
to the top of the round tower, where 
♦re lenjoyed one erf", the mod extenfive views 
Hampfliire can boaft. The kitchens, except 
being damp in winter, are equally con- 
veiiient with the mher parts of the houfe. 
Several fufoterraheous pail^geis lead from 
the area to a number of marquee*, to which 
the family retire when the tm-bulence of the 
weather renders a refidence in the houfe 
difagreeable. Ih thefe tents there are feve- 
ral beds, and alfo a kitchen. The houfe 
being fmall, thefe retreats are both cool and 
agreeable. At thdr back- ftands a yew 
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hedge, which protefts them from the feverity 
of the north and noji:h-weft winds. From 
hence another paffage underground leads to 
a bathing-houfe on the beach. All thefe re- 
treats are well bricked and floored ; but fa 
very wet at times, that they are impai&ble» 

Calftiot Caftle, which lies on this neck of 
land, has nothing in its appearance to re- 
commend it to attention. It is of a round 
form, with a draw-bridge, and a few build-* 
ings for, the garrifon, which confifts of in- 
valids. It was built l^y Henry the Eighth, 
for the defence of Southampton ; but «ft 
prefent appears to be of little firength, and 
of lefs confequence. 

We now returned to Fawky for the nights 
a pieafant ride of about three miles ; the 
oppofite fliores of the river, which are a 
perfedl garden, continually burfting on the 
fight. Fawley is a fmall but very pkaiaht 
town. There are a few fait works here* 
but not of fo much confideration as thofe 
adjoining to Lymington. Nothing of aa-«. 
tiquity li^s nearer to it than Beaulieu. 

Mr. 
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- Mr, Drummond has a feat fituated about 
A mile from Fawley , and nearly the fame 
diftance from the fhore. From the back of 
it are very extenfive views up and down 
the river ; but that from the front of it is 
chiefly confined to the grounds before the 
houfe; 

The infide of the manfion is fpacious and 
elegant. The rooms are lofty. A moft 
noble dining-room and drawing-room, with 
a parlour, a library, and other apartments, 
are on the ground floor. When we entered 
the library, we obferved, over the fire-place, 
a piece, which we fuppofed to be by Ru- 
bens. It is one of thofe capital landfcapes 
that were engraved by Bolfvert. The fore 
ground of it is rather crowded, but the 
colouring and diltance are equal to any 
thing the pencil of that great artifl ever pro- 
duced. We expe6led to have found more 
pi^ures, form this fpecimen of Mr. Drum- 
mond's judgment ; but could only fee two 
fmall fea pieces accompanying this noble 
cbefd'osiwre of the matter • 

F 5fc Oa 
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On the firft floor, which confifts of W-* 
chambers, the rooms are equally fpacious 
and neat. The idea of convenience feems 
to have fpread itfelf all over the houfe; 
Nor is the fecond floor lefs defirable thatt 
the firft. Thefe two floors contain fourteen 
bed-rooms, befides drefling rooms &c. &€• 
The hall at the entrance of the houfe fup- 
ports its roof with a few pillars quite plain. 
The offices are adjoining to the houfe, and 
are fuch as we generally find attached 
to gentlemens' feats; The grounds round 
the houfe are well laid out, both for pleafure 
and convenience. At the bottom of the 
park, near the water, is a farm, in which 
there appears to be little, except conve- 
nience, to render it worthy of notice. 

From Mr. Drummond's we ent^ed again 
the turnpike road, and purfued our way 
to Hythe, a fmall town lying about fix miles 
off. The road to this place is through one 
of the pleafanteft fpots near Hampton, for 
a morning's excurfion* The foreft, in many 
parts, fweeps to the water's edge. It how- 
ever prefents nothing very different from 

what 
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what we had hitherto feen. Till we arrived 
at Hythe, it was a plain ftrait road, with a 
continual profpe6t of the oppofite ftiores; 
We there gained a totally different afpedt 
of. Southampton, frpm a piege of broken 
ground, bounded by a few foreft plants, 
under whofe branches we had a moft pio 
turefque view of the towji and fhipping. 

The fcale was too large to be circum- 
fcribed in a fmall drawing, and too grand 
for any thing lefs than a pi6lure. A gen- 
tie declivity of the hill fwept round a few 
Ihrubs that gradually declined the fteep ;— 
a newly mown clover field, with the fun 
catching full on it, and on it alone, bound- 
ed the fore ground ;— -while the river, varie- 
gating its (hades, terminated with Hampton 
and its diftance in an entire fliadow. But 
though Southampton appeared the grandeft 
obje6t in the dillance, it was too far off to 
bring into a compafs fmall enough for this 
work, without ruining its compofition. 

Hythe is a fmall fifhing*^ town, whofe 

chief dependance is on its oppofite neigh** 
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bour, Southampton. A few fhips/and th<^ 
of no confiderable burthen^ are built here ; 
and we muft add, their conflru^tion is at- 
tended with every inconvenience that can 
belong to a fliore. A continual bed of mud 
extends itfelf from Callhot Caftle to Red- 
bridge, and renders landing, even at high 
water, very difagreeable. When the tide 
ebbs, in moft parts it is nearly an im- 
poffMity to get to fea at all. We rode 
along the fhore a little way towards £ling^» 
but Wj^e prevented by the continual beda 
of mud from going farther. 

We th^-efore turned again into the Red- 
bridge road, and purfued our route through 
a moil luxurious continuance of oaks and 
aflics whidi fkirt the road. We cannot 
leave this route from Fawley, without re-r 
minding the vifitors of Hampton^ that when 
they are defirous c^ a pleafant and varie- 
gated excurfion, it will be hardly pofiible 
for tl^m to find a more (heltered, pleafingj 
and good rdad, than that from Southampton 
over Redbridge to Eling arid Hythe. And 
if they wilh for an aquatic excurficm becli 
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to Hampton, they may proceed from thence; 
it being only three miles acrofs ; whereas 
by tlie road way it is twelve miles. 

Being now defirous of traverfing the fliores 
of Southampton River by water, we fent oiir 
horfes back, and proceeded from the mouth 
of the river Beft, along the fouthern fhore^ 
At Redbridge, the Beft joins the wat«r of 
Hampton, and fo powerfully does it pre- 
dominate, that at ebb tide it almoft frefhens 
the fait water. The Itching and Hamble 
rivers likewife blend their ftreams into the 
water of Hampton ; fo that bathing in it 
can fcarcely, in our opinion, be confidered 
as bathing mfalt water. 

But to return. We intended, as has juft 
been faid, to fail along the ftiores of the river 
and obferve its difl^ent appearances. Our 
voyage would have been very pleafant, could 
we have kept one Ihore clofe, while the other 
might keep its diftance ; but we were ex- 
ceedingly difgufted at the continual fhoals 
of mud that obliged us to confine ourfelves 
almoft to mid-channel. 

F 4 Eling 
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Eling fpirc, from the water, has a p!ea^ 
iant appearance among its woody banks; 
but a quantity of ftiff paling, painted white, 
proved a difgufting contraft to the har-% 
monizing bank, and clinging fhrub. 

A beautiful vegetation fpreads itfelf along 
the fhore towards Hythe ; but not having 
the advantage of a rifing or a fettihg furi, we 
loft the greateft part of its beauties. The 
glare of a mid-day fun on the plants, hurts 
the eye ;-^nor was the movement of the tide 
fmooth enough to catch its variegated fhades. 
On a fine clear evenings when fcarcely a 
breath of air floats on the furface of the 
gliding flream, we have often obferved one 
wave, carelefsly rolling to the coming tide, 
catch the fuQ's r^fledlions oq;i fome ^veiiuig 
cloud. 

And {lain its mirror with the wood^ foft hues ; 

giving to the admirers and watchers of hep 
motions, every tranfport that a breaft, fuf^r 
ceptible of picturefque fc^ies, can poffibly 
feel from the conjimdlion of all the beauties 
that Nature boafts. We are perfuaded, that 
when the imagination of a pi^urefque ob*^ > 

fervej 
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Server is fired at 9 combination of pleafing ob« 
je6h;, thus fuddenly preienting themfelves, 
th^ afibrd the higheft pleafurethe heart is 
capable of experiencing. — ^But was dame 
Nature continually to prefent her grandeft 
objedls to our view, we Ihould foon grow 
infenfible to them; and all thofe feelings 
which adorn the mind, would lofe much o£ 
their vigour and efficacy. 

The fhore ftill bore the fame afpe<5l all the 
way to Hythe. From the water, this town 
has a pleafant appearance ;— nor is the dock 
ungrateful to the fight. Little difference 
in the view is feen along the Ihore to Mr. 
Drummond*s ; the elegance of which from 
the river diminifties confiderably. Nothings 
of novelty is perceptible till we reach Cal* 
fliot Caftle. From this fpot Hampton ap- 
pears very diminutive ;«^^nor does any place 
but Cowes road Ihow to advantage. Ea- 
gle Hurft lofes its noble appearance ; — ^and 
even the fhips at Spithead are not diftindtly 
to be difcerned by the naked eye. 

Stretching over to the oppofite fhore, we 
made up the harbour. Wood chiefly ac- 
companies 



ebmpahies the banks of the riv^ alotkg thi$ 
fide as well as the other. Governoif Horn- 
by's houfe was the only manfi<m that broke 
the view till we came to the month of Ham*« 
ble river. The tide running ftrongly out, 
we were not able to land. 

Hambk Church has a pleafing appear- 
' lince from the water^ and agreeably relieves 
the fight At this village there was for- 
merly a priory of Cifterdan monks, dedi- 
cated to St. Andrew, which became a cell to 
the abbey of Tirone in France, and was at 
length given to New College in Oxford. 
We intended to have landed here, but were 
prevented by the current ; and night ap- 
proaching, we ftood out again 9 when we re- 
paired a continuation of the iame foenes. 

The fort of Netley Abbey makes but an 
inconfiderable appearance from the watei:^ 
Itching river was our next prindpal obje6t. 
This we ferried up. The village of Itching 
confifts of a few houfes that ilray aloi^ its 
fliore. Woody fcreens bind its right hand,^ 
while a more open fpaee Ues on itsleft^ 

We 
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. We found but few things worth attentidn 
till we arrived at Wood Mill, nedr South 
Stoneham, where there is a lode which ad-^ 
mits the barges going to Wincl^er, and ia 
the only navigable paflage. The back part 
of Mr* Sloane's houfe commands ia view of 
the wholq river, itfelf appearing very con- 
fpicuous. We returned down the oppofite 
banks, and paffed Denis's or St.^ Dionyfius'S 
priory. From hence general Stibbert's houfe 
has every profpe6l that can be wilhed fcMr* 
Nothing further prefented itfelf to claim' 
notice oh the oppofite ftiore, except Sydney 
Farm, and the houfes on Peai?!-tree Green* 
Leaving the river, we now pafled the pointy 
and landed at Hampton quay. 

A defire of vifiting Broadlands, the feat of 
lord Palmerfton, led us next to Romfey. 
The road from Southampton to th^t place 
ibrikes off near the polygon, to \he right, 
over the conunon. On this road the New 
Foreft, which lies to the left, appears in 
every grandeur poITible till we pafs the 
heath. His lordQiip's woods hence ikirt the 
road on both fides« A difagreeable plantation 

of 



of firs prefent themfelves at its entrance, 
but are foon relieved by the more pliable 
faplings of the oak and the a(h. Thefe 
v^oods entirely formed our left hand fcreens^ 
while the adjacent hills of the foreft ter-» 
miiiated in a delightful and fertile valley, 

" Near the five mile ftone^ on the left, lies 
Mr. Fletcher's houfe. It is a fpadous 
building, and, viewed from the road, feems 
to boaft a venerable antiquity. Though 
l6w, it commands a fine clear view of 
t)ie furroimding country. Thel'ivcr Beft 
runs clofe to the grounds; and the pro- 
{pe6k of the continual woods aild promon* 
tories that verge into the vall^, gives a 
fimplicity to the fcene, together with every 
beauty that can enliven the imaginatioa. 

• Verging to the left, we had an opening 
to the fpire of Romfey church.— 4Df tha^ 
edifice, and the antiquities of Romfey, we 
intend to fpeak more fiiUy when we treat 
of the northern parts of our tour. OuB 
defign at this time being more particulaxiy 
to take ^ view of lord Palmerdon's feat, 

w^ 
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yre {hall confine ourfelves at prer0nt to 
that* 

The noble proprietor, much to his creJ 
^it, permits the inhabitants of the adjacent 
parts to (hare in the pleafures of his grounds* 
Several walks interfedl the park, which are 
conftantly reforted to by the neighbouring 
gentry. The ipuce before the front of the 
houfe is elegant in the extr^ne, and regu- 
larly planted with pleafing, but fmall 
Ihrubberies. The lodge is fimply plain, and 
difcovers the refined tafte of its owner; 
nor could we perceive in any one of the 
apartments, or any article of the furniture, 
any trait of a want of that refined tafte.—* 
Elegance and neatnefs, dire6led by judg- 
ment, predominate through the whole man-> 
fion. 

The houfe is a fquare building ;— the 
porch Supported by four ftately pillars, 
with a parlour on each fide ; — the windows 
high and convenient.-— But when the in- 
quifitive traveller, allured from the road by 
^e external appearance, takes a view of the 
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infide, he then finds that the beauties and 
convpniences within, are far fuperior to 
thofe without. 

The hall, which is fquare and fpacioiis, 
is adorned with a few ilatues. A Venua 
de Medicis; an Apollo; a drunken Bac-» 
chante and dancing Faun ; embellifh the re-- 
ceiles. A few others, fmall, but corredt, are 
placed over the doors. 

From hence we entered the right-hand 
parlour ; aa elegant lofty room, with well- 
foited furniture. The dining-room is alfa 
•f a good fize, and complete in all points* 
But when we were fhown into the library, 
we were then fully convinced of the juftice 
of the encomium we bellowed on this houfb, 
when we began our account of it. The 
combination of his lordfhip's coUedlion of 
pictures, which indeed are liutfew, height- 
ened the fatisfadtion we had at firft received. 

A waterfall by Ruyfdal, and that in his 
beft manner, was almoft loft to our fight, 
by being hung fo high. The colouring ol 

this 
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this piece is in his ufual ftile of foftnefs aitd 
harmony ; but too much ftudied* The fly-* 
ing douds in midday, are in his firft man^ 
ner ; a littlenefs, however, appears in the 
waterfall, from its being carried over a nunj-^ 
ber of rocks in fmall ftreams. We r^retted 
the want of a body of water in the fcMre-* 
ground) to form thp principal light; but 
this defe6l was fully compenfeted by its 
pther beauties* 

A large pidlure by one of the Flemifli 
fchool, is wonderfully corre6l; the fu^)- 
je6l a merry-making. Two landlcapes by 
Claude ; the diftant colouring foft and plea-* 
font. The fore-grounds of thefe pidtures 
are not unlike the touch of Patel ; but the 
didances are fo brightly coloured, and in 
fo warm a ftile, that we pronounce thraa 
Claude's ;-~more experienced connoifleura 
we leave to their own judgiQent« 

Two pieces of Sir Jofliua's prefented them- 
felves to us, as we entered the door. The 
firft was the children in the wood ; a charm- 
ing, foft, and beautiful colouring ; the de^ 
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9gn is as delicate and fpirited, as the c<M 
louring is chafte. The fubjecl was eafily- 
diftinguiftiable by the bilberry-ftained lips of 
the dormant child* The expreffion of the 
other childi and fleepy eye, for which the 
pencil of Sir Jofliua is famed^ almofi: de« 
prived ns of the pleafure that we ought to: 
have viewed the other pidlures with. 

Its companion, a much frefher, though. 
«jually capital performance, was a Venus, 
with an attendant^ chiding a Cupids who, 
aflfe^ed by his mother's ledture^ (lands dif- 
confolatdy weeping. This performance, we 
could not help remarking, feemed to be 
carried to the higheft pitch the art of paint- 
ing can admit of. The portrait of the 
attendant in the back ground is moft ad- 
mirable. Of all the faces that, ever thei 
pencil gave birth to, we fmcerely think this 
is the moft perfedl. So excellent an idea 
never entered the mind of a painter as 
that which feems to have infpired the pen- 
cil of Sir Jofliua when this portrait was 
produced by it. The ftriking. light on the: 
r^ht fide is exquifite; while the reyerfe. 
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teys in one of the fineft half tints ever ex- 
ptefled by a Rubens or a Vandyke, 

A pi6lure by another artift of the Italian 
fchool, arid a ceiling by the fame^ are well 
executed. Several other pieces, feledled with 
equal judgiQent, grace the library. A few 
baflTo relievos arid ftatues alfo adorn the 
fides of it ; but above all, a capital piece of 
a Venus couchant, which is placed on a flab. 
The tafte and execution of this- piece of, 
marble, aflifted by the trueft fymmetiy in 
all its proportions, and in point of per- 
fonal beauty equally capital, render it a 
complete piece of the mafter. Another lies 
under the flabj but is -far inferior to the 
former. 

The great convenience of this room, join- 
ed to its pleafantnefs, and the view from it, 
make it a very defirable room for fitting in, 
and it is thwefore much frequented by his 
lordfliip. From this room we paffed into 
another equally elegant; which alfo con- 
tained book-cafes and a few pidlures. 

Vol. L G After 
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After having viewed the r^naining rooHMi 
on the ground floor^ we proceeded up-ftairSa 
Here we were again gratified with a volup- 
tuous treat of a few more pi6tures. In an 
elegant and fpacipi^ apartment; which wei 
fuppofed to be a dining-room, were a pak 
of capital, landfcapes by Marlow. The co- 
louring of them iis in his beft manner. A 
prevalent harmony runs through the whole* 
The fcenes are in the Italian ftile. The 
principal one is s^ bridge ; a river the other. 
Two pi^ures, very liHe the ftile df Mr. 
Farringtpn, are eq\^y capital. Some cat;'- 
tie pieces (but none by Bergham, that we 
could fee) with a Woyerman'Sj and a few 
Others^ fill the room. 

The bed-rooms are convenient and neat 
in the extreme ; particularly one, in which 
we were informed lady Palmerfton's fiiter 
Kept. To give a detail of every beauty,, 
convenience, and elegance that this houfe: 
abounds with, internally and externaUy,, 
would much exceed the limits of our woick* 

The views from the houfe are pleafmg 

and 
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and pi6hirerque. From the library before- 
mentioned, we entered the back grounds 
and gardens. The new ftone bridge over 
the river, appears from this part to add 
freih luftre to the fcene ; and is admirably 
well contrived to form an extremity to the 
park. The river Bed paffing through the 
parki forms a pleafant and interefting fub^ 
qually tafly with the houfe and other parts ; 
je6l in the grounds. The gardens are e- 
and indeed for a combination of elegance^ 
judgment, and neatnefs» Broadlands has 
icarcely its equal 
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SECTION IV. 

npHE evening drawing on, we left thi* 
-■^ agreeable place, and fet out for Red-* 
bridge, to fpend the night. Little that waa 
novel prefented itfelf as we went on, till we 
looked down upon Redbridge from a wood. 
The river of Southampton and the Ifle of 
Wight, as in general they do here, clcrfed 
the evening fcene. 

The road through Longford to White 
Pariih Hill was our next route. Here we 
ftruck into the foreft at Totten, and ex- 
plored the moft northern boundaries of it. 
The woody fcreens of the Romfey road 
from Hampton now appeared on the right ; 
while Stony Crofs bounded our firft left 
hand diftance ; and Ower appeared as the 
neareft village on the high road. The fpire 
of Romfey Church had a defirable efFeft, 
from the number of breaks that prefented 
it to us. Mr. Fletcher's houfe was conti- 
nually in view for four miles. Lord Palmer- 
lion's was not always fo difcernible; the 

uninterrupted 
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uninterrupted range of wpods that inter- 
vened, overtopping each other, fcarcely per- 
mitted his lordfhip's houfe, from this point 
of view, to prefent its elegance to our fight. 

An unvarying famenefs continued for the 
greateft part of the way till we came near 
Poulton's, formerly the feat of the right 
honourable Hans Stanley, now of Welbore 
Ellis, Efij. ^o part of this hpufe can be 
feen from the road we were in, the avenue 
leading to it being entirely furrounded by 
firs and other fmall- plantations, which are 
frec^uent in this part of the fbreft, and ap- 
pear to be cultivated by art. 

* The infide of Poulton Houfe has nothing 
out of the common line to boaft of. It is 
however furrounded with beautiful and ex- 
tenfive lawns, through which winds a fer-* 
pentine river. 

From this place we kept the right hand 

l>oad, and foon entered a new fcene, it be- 

mg barren, and. void of thofe beautiful 

fore-grounds the foreft fp frequently pre- 
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Tents. But here. Nature fmilihg in the dif^ 
tance, feemed to defpife one of her barren' 
produ6lions. A inoft luxurious cover^ 
fpreading itfelf along the ridge of our firft 
diftance, gradually defcended in a fweep be- 
low, on a Jifagreeable uniform hilL Above 
the firft wood, a grand mountain relieved the 
humble foliage of the irregular oaks. From 
the weftern extremity, another copfe reared 
its flender ftems, and fweeping down a dif- 
tant dell, loft itfelf in the entangled branches 
of the firft diftance. A few other broken 
hills from the eaft alfo took their ciurve 
down to the woods ;•*— while the fetting fuut 
blending its laft rays with a feyr diftant hills 
which terminated the pidliu^e, gave fpirit and 
beauty to every tree that joined them. But 
when we caft our eyes on the overgrown 
Ihrubby heath that furrounded our fore^ 
groundi, we coujkl not help obfer ving the def-^ 
picable appearance which the planted pkies 
cut. Their ftiffhefs, joined to the barrennefs 
of foliage around, fo offended the fight, that 
the fpot we ftood on feemed as a foil to tho 
fuUimity of the volunta;ry e&fions of Nan 
ture. 

Difgufted 



i ^f ) 

Difgulted at the contraft, we fancied w4 
faw Nature looking down with contempt oil 
the forming hand of Art that had raifed the 
Tfirs ; and at the fame time were led to pity 
the endeavours of man when he attempts 
to heighten the charms of Nature by the in- 
cflfeftual aids of Art» We often hear point- 
ers declaim againft Nature's ever being able 
to combine objedts for a pi6lure. But if t 
dare hazard fuch an aflertion, I would fay^ 
I ani firmly of opinion that never painter 
pourtrayed a landfcape in fuch a ftile of er- 
cellence as may be feen in many parts of. 
the New Foreft and the Ifle of Wight. As 
the heath grfew blacker, fa the diftance ap- 
peared lively and da'z^ling* Thus we often 
fee the diftant copfe, inveloped in the great- 
eft degree of luxuriance that Nature can 
poffibjy fpread, endeavouring to foften the 
hard lines of an ungrateful foil, where the 
bleak north-eaft wi^d 

Scatters the remnants of his furlj blafts* 

Nor was a fcene we few the fame evening 
at the boundary of a wood near Longford, 
Jefsinterefting than the foregoing. A group 
of cows, with a few (heep,. returning to their 
G 4 nightly 
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nightly afylum, throwing up i& they wfent 
on, a cloud of dull againft the wood ;— th6 
fun at the fame time jujR: verging and tint-* 
ing the fummits of a few oaks ; — had a fine 
effeft. The herdfmen in the rear were in 
a fuperb and fofter coloiu-ing by the incef- 
fant effedts the cattle pccafioned. Two of 
the foremoft, with fome flieep, were per-^ 
feftly difcernible ; the reft gradually fof-# 
tenedaw^y. 

Longford is thirteen miles from South- 
ampton, in a pleafant healthy part of the 
foreft, fituated on the Hoping cavity of a 
way-worn hill, furrounded by grand ver- 
dure, and overhanging Ihrubs. — Mr, Eyre 
has a feat here ; and his fon alfd has one» 
which commands very extenfive views of the 
parts of Hampftiire bordering on the coun^ 
typf WUts. 

About two miles beyond Longford we 
had feveral delightful views, vvhere the 
woods formed fore-groimds, and the dif- 
tances were equal to any in thefe parts. 
One in particular engaged our attention at 

the 
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the turnpike between Longford and White 
Parifti Hill ; the other about a mile on this 
fide of the laft-mentidned place. 

Nothing further, worthy of obfervation, 
fell in our way, till we Arrived at White 
Parifh Hill. Deer Park, where captain Eyre 
refides, is a pleafant retired fpot, poffefled 
of fufficient charms for any private family. 

But when we had reached the fummit of 
the hill, we were quite enraptured. . Such 9 
fcene opened upon us as is feldom ever feen» 
•— Saliibury fpire prefents itfelf from a well* 
topped flirubbery that ranges down the weft- 
€rn fide of Alderbury Common, and breaks a 
diftance, which otherwife would rather cloy, 
than afford the exquifite pleafure every fpec- 
tator muft now view it with. The ap* 
pearancp of the fpire is charmingly relieved 
hy the plains. Of the city in which this 
plegant ftrudlure (lands, we fhall fpeak 
more fully hereafter, as we purpofe taking 
Salifbury in our way to town^ 

But to return to the profpeiSt from White 

Parifh 
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Parifli bill. The northern extent of it i« 
bounded! by the plains; which gradually 
, join a luxurious cover that fweeps round 
the eaftern boundaries of the vale, and 
mingles with the bolder promontories that 
clofe the right hand view. The other fide 
view, which ftill poffeffes high afcents, is 
well watered and wooded in its vallies; 
and breaks into large fweeping curves of 
the vale, through which the flowing Avon 
meanders, and difcharges itfdf at Chrift 
Church. 

Lord Radnor's caftle, from this wonder- 
ful afcent, (for wonderful it might be truly 
ualled) is d Confpicuous objeft. Still the 
oppofite plains form an amphitheatre,- when 
a break to the weftward, introducing thd 
very neareft boundaries of Dorfetfhire, help* 
io finifh the diftance of this part. Wilt* 
(hire to the fouth-weft flill binds the valley ; 
till a fmall hill, rather deformed, abruptly, 
but not unpleafantly , terminates the weft* ' 
trn view. 

' Hamplhire, with all its wonted fplendor, 

now 
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now treafcs from its remote recefles^' and 
vying with the pleafant fcenes of Wiltihire, 
burfts forth into every extravagance that 
Nature can pofliblyboaft. The proud plants 
of the foreft difdaining their bounds, fpread 
^very profufion the moft verdant foliage 
can poffefs ; making by its grandeur fuch an 
elevated impreflion on the mind, as ^is not 
foon erazed. This delightful fcene ftill 
continued through the whole extent from 
weft to eaft ; and as if Nature thought ftie 
could not do enough to gratify the fight 
upon this occafion, rfie introduced a de- 
firable limit of the ocean, with all the pic- 
turefque beauties of the Ifle of Wight. 

Having received every gratification fuch 
a lovely fcene could afford, we returned to- 
wards Romfey. From this fweep of beauty 
we defcended to a lane, bounded on both 
iides, for three miles, by hedge rows. — ^The 
village of White Parifh is pleafant, but there 
is little worth notice to be met with at it. 
The very northern extent of the foreft 
crofles the road here, and produces ^ fcene 

perfectly 



.'perfe6tiy different from what we had feea 
before. , . .. " 

A gravel p]t,gayea luftre to its fore-ground 
The figiiresrahd cattle, which confifted of a 
few cows, and a cart loaded with the pro* 
-duce of the pit, were fo well adapted to the 
fcene, that had we chofen their difpofition, 
we could not have grouped them to fo 
much advantage as they had done them- 
felves. A fine broken cott^ige, with half of 
its roof covered with flate, the remainder 
covered with thatch overgrown with mofs, 
xglieved the Variegated ftone of which the 
fabru:^.was;'conftru<5led. — A window half 
open,^— and a door fhattered by time, — ^ad- 
ded beauty to the furze and heath that fiir- 
rounded its entrance. ' A noble . afli en* 
twining its branches with a twilled pine^ 
Iheltered its right fide ; while a ftately oak, 
which nearly extended its boughs to the afh, 
brought forward the cottage from its recefs. 
The only deficiency was the want of a pale 
^iftance to give, the true poetic fcope to the 
pidhire. 

Little 
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Little of any thing interefting'pfefented 
itfelf till we had paffed the heath.: Curio- 
fity here excited us to' view a bog of fome 
length, lying on Sherfield-Englilh common. 
It commences clofe to the road, and extends 
over many parts of the common » We 
endeavoured to find its bottom, but could 
not fathom it with a pole of ten feet long/ 
In order to try the firmnefs of the furface, 
i(ve fent a dog that we had with us upon it ; 
but the rains having rendered it incapable 
of bearing any weight, it was with difficulty 
the animal extricated himfelf. 

On the right hand lies Milch-Wood, a 
pleafant feat, the refidence of colonel Of- 
borne, which commands a very extenfive 
profpecl. The houfe, from the road, ajp- 
pears to be a well-built, convenient, and 
neat manfion ; and the grounds are fpacious, 
but with very few embelliihments. A little 
farther on to the left, is Mr. Lockart's, a 
modern brick building. A fmall dream, 
apparently branching from the river Beft, 
paffes its fides, and is the principal objedl 
that catches the eye« 

As 
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A» we afcended Dunmore hiD, the mag- 
nificent afpedl of the new foreft began ta 
grow more extenfive. The rugged heath 
which we had pafTed the preceeding day, now 
fore-^fhortened itfelf ; and helped to^ive al-* 
titude to the chain of hills we had oWerved 
tojoin Wiltfhire. — ^The colouringof thefe was 
fuperb. — Only the pencil of Mr.Farrington 
could have done juftice to them. The fun 
was bright; and flying clouds^ catching 
alternately at their tops, prefented excels 
lencies we have fo often feen in this maft^. 

The wonderful boldnefs and niajefly with 
which thefe hills rofe, afforded us greater 
pleafure than we had yet received. The lines 
were gracefully irregular, and all that a 
painter could poffibly defire.— No formal 
hedge*rows appeared to difpleafe the fight; 
«nd even the heath before mentioned, which 
had appeared fo difguftful, when we were 
on it, now added to the vivacity of the ima- 
gination ; — ^the fun catching forcibly on its 
barren broom, and gravelly foil, produced 
a fine light to relieve the variegated diftance. 
From henceforth I fhall not defpife the 

meaneft 



{ 95 ) 

meaneft objeft that nature prefents ; for, if 
the fubje6l might not happen to fuit the 
immediate fight, I am well convinced, that 
although for the moment in which you 
traverfe it, the appearance may difguft ; yet 
when feen in ahother point of view, it will 
anfwer fome good purpofe, and contribute^ 
in fome meafure, towards the effed:. Thus^ 
in the view before us, the heath gave that 
contrafted beauty to the towering groves of 
the foreft, which they could not derive from 
9 corn field, or the bright hue of the bladed 
grafs ; it blending fo charmingly with the 
lower parts of the wood, which gradually 
decreafed its noble dimenfions as it defcended 
into the winding vale* 

The form and elegance fo grand a burftof 
landfcape difplays to the light, makes us 
defpife that littlenefs which nature frequently 
fpreads around her other works. As I have 
before obferved, every flirub, though highly 
difguftii^ at the inftant, may have charmia 
when properly (ludied« 

From Diuunpre the views are excellent, 

and 
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and command the entire furrounding ooun-* 
try. Dunmore is a hill, raifed in the middle 
of a fpacious amphitheatre, and equal to 
any in this county. The fea and the Ifle 
of Wight are no fmall objefts from it. De- 
clining its fide, we had a perfeft garden 
at its foot. The river Bed, breaking from 
the left-hand hills, which contribute no in- 
confiderable (hare towards the harmony 
of the other parts, caught the frequent 
paffing ftiadows of the flying fubftances, 
and heightened the tints of the flowers that 
decked the opening valley. While we fur- 
veyed this fcene we could not help fancying 
that it had given rife to the foUovdng de- 
fcription in Goldfmith^s traveller. 

* " Lakes, forefts, cities, plains extended wide, 
«« The pomp of kings, the {hepheids humble pride.*' 

Romfey church was equally pi6lurefque, 
and added to the view. The north window 
gave a noble appearance to the venerable 
building ; nor was the fpire lefs obfervable^ 
darting through the furrounding trees vvhich 
hid the lower part of it. With cautious fteps 
we defcended the hill and took a view of the 

meandering 
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meandring vale, the beauties of which are 
numberlefs ; but as we cannot introduce 
them fufficiently here to do them juftice, we 
mud omit any defcription of them. 

The town of Rumfey, or Romfey, is very 
andent, and ftill boafts of fome refpe6lability 
from its church, which' is a fine old Gothic 
building* The external appearance of it iis 
fair, and has an air of grandeur. It is 
chiefly conftrudled of ftoiie, of fo durable a 
nature, that the deftru6live hand of time 
feems to have. made little or no impreflion on 
its walls. The infide is likewife in good re- 
pair. The entrance to the chapels is very 
fpacjous ; and there are a few curious ftatues ; 
but, like many other wife corporations, the 
corporation of this town having raifed a fub- 
fcription for the purpofe, they have been at 
great pains, to beautify, alias, to ohUteraU and 
deface its internal appearance. The form of 
the church is that of a crofs, with femicircular 
chapels in the upper angles. On the top of 
it grows an apple tree. Near the large 
window in the fouth crofs tranfept, is a 
figure of cotifid»able fize, in baffo relievo, 

Voj-. I. ' H reprefenting 
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reprefenting our Saviour • Sir WiHiam Petty^ 
the (on of an eminent dothier of this town, and 
one of the anceftors of the prefent marquis 
of Landfdown^ lies buried in the churchy 
with only his name infcribed on the ftone, 
notwithllanding he was fo oelefarated acha« 
rafter. 

The anny' of Cromwell, among their 
wanton devaftations in this part of the king-^ 
dom, iiried feveral cannon (hot againft th6 
church, but not enough to deface it much* 
The impreflion of feveral are ftill vifible on 
the walls of the north crofs aile. 

A monallery c^ Benediftine nuns was 
founded here by king Edgar, who were 
aft^wards removed by him to fortie other 
part of the county, A daughter of king 
Stephen was an abbefsof it, but her marriage 
with Matthew of Alface fo incenfed the cler- 
gy, that large rewards were offered for tak* 
ing her hulband, and delivering him up to 
the incitements of their religious z6al, whe^ 
ther alive or dead. So ofiended were thefe 
^bigots at the lady's relinquiftiing her holy 

ftation 
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^ftation, that they pronounced her union 
widi the prince of Alfkce little (horf of 
inceft. 

In the time of Henry the Third, a petition 
'from the lady abbefs of this convent was 
prefented to the king, praying that flie might 
he permitted to ere6l a gallows for the exe- 
cution of criminals. Her application was 
&vourably received, and letters patent for 
that piurpofe were not only granted her, but 
tolfo a jurifdidion for trying them. 

A large manufactory for fhalloons was 
: formerly carried on in tiiiis town ; but tJ* 
cheapnefs of laboiu* in the northern parts ctf 
the Mngdom, with the confequent fuperiority 
<£ the goods made there, has of late years 
•caufed a very confiderable decreafe in that 
-faranclu 

According to the opinion of Dr. Stukely, 

this town was a Rjoman ftation, to which they 

' gave the name of Arminis. Xord Palmec- 

ilon's feat, already defcribedi Hes a littla to 

left of it 
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Having a wiih to take a view of the foenear 
which prefent themfelves on the road to 
Hurfley, we left the near way to Southamp- 
ton, and took the Jeft hand road. The 
views we had in the morning, now appeared 
lefs grand; which was occafioned by our 
being below the level of the general fight 
at that time. A few draggling cottages 
at the entrance of fir William Heathcote^ 
woods have every beauty a woody entrance 
ufually produces. It continues a perfect 
grove for near three miles ; and we may 
point it out as a pleafant ride from South- 
ampton. ThatchburyMounthastoboaftof 
having been the refidence of kings. It is 
now the property of the Heathcote family, f 

The evening advancing apace, the declin- 
ing fun gave additional beauty to the fup- 
rounding woods. A purple tint difiufed it- 
felf in the diftance that verged into the water 
of Hampton, and exhibited frelh proofe of 
the piiSturefque appearance of Hampfiiire. 
-Crofling, Cranbary Common, we arrivedt 
c^bout twilight, at Hampton, after a plea- 
fant tour of three days. 

SECTION 
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SECTION V. 

BISHOP'S Waltham being the place we 
intended to vifit next, we left South- 
ampton before day-rbreak, in order to fee 
the efiedl produced by the rifing of the fun* 
By the time ourhorfes had croffed Itching 
ferry, we obferved a light burfting through 
a cloud on the downs ; we therefore haftened 
to Pear-tree Green ; but to our great difap- 
pointment, the mift inftantaneoufly vanilh- 
jng, the fun broke up . We had pleafed our- 
felves with the hopes of beholding a ftrong 
expellant from the fun, owing to a thick 
mift that had fpread itfelf upon the water'; 
the great power of that orb, in the month 
of Auguft, was, however, not adapted to the 
occafion. 

The heath, enlivened by the pearly dew, 
fpangling with morning webs the furface of 
the whithered fern, (hone in a multiplicity 
of colours, and had fuflicient attra6lion for 
the fight, as well as for the improvement of 
H 3 colouring 
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colouring a morning fore-ground. The op- 
polite (hores of Fawley now fhone forth 
with all their attra6lions. A fine harmo- 
nizing glare of pale yellow (Ireaked along 
the oak-bound flrand^ that juft verged upon 
the fhore, and imperceptibly crept into the 
ftronger tints of the green and blue by which 
the river's furface was ftained • Hamble river ^ 
and its banks, lay beneath the (hadow pf the 
iidjacent hills. 

Inclining to the left, we crofled into the 
road near Botley. This town (lands on a hill^ 
and among its inhabitants has feVeral gen-* 
teel families. The buildings are chiefly brick 
and plafter. At the lower end of the town 
are feveral mills, the beft in the county for 
convenience and capacioufnefs. 

Here we quitted the high road, and ftruck 
over the downs which lie to the left, where 
frefti fcenes at every inftant encountered the 
fight. The diflant parts of the county join-^ 
ing the hills of Suflex, appeared fo baauti-^ 
fully diverfified with wood^ water, and moun* 
tains, that it brought another part of Gold- 

fnuth's 
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ftftith's pi6):urefque ^^ Traveller" to our re* 
oolledlioh : 

'* Her uplands floptng, deck the mountain's fide, 

' ** Woods over woods in gay theatric pride ; 

*« While oft fomc temple's mouldering top betweeny 

*< With venerable grandeur marks the fcene.'* 

A range of woods declining from the fight^ 
irufhed down the mountain's fide to tafie the 
rivers flow, and join the bending poplar's 
tiod, that overhung the beachy dift, and> 
unconfcious of their dharms, in fweet cx)n«* 
fuiion, fpread along the bafis of the moun- 
tains, to eafe the line of many a rugged ftep. 
Such fcenes frequently encounter the eye 
jiear Botley, and afford inconceivable plea- 
fure to the enraptured mind, 

Botley common leads to the lower parts of 
Wykehara foreft, the trees of which are 
high, and chiefly oak, with very little un- 
derwood; a circumftance that renders the 
gentl^mens' feats in thefe parts well fituated 
for hunting, 

During our excurfions in the New Foreft 

we had frequently obferved the cattle about 

H4 noon 
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noon to afibciate together in herds. Herii 
we had an opportunity of feeing great num« 
bers of them coUedled together on the top 
.of a hill, and we found that it was cuftom- 
ary for cows and horfes to aifemble in a 
body, in order to fcreen each other from the 
fcorching beams of the fun during the mid- 
day heat. They ufually chufe for that 
piurpofe fome elevated place, that they 
might enjoy the refrelhing breeze ; and are 
obferved every day to frequent nearly the 
fame fpot • In one place to which we reforted 
for feveral fucceffive days, we particularly 
remarked that we always found the fame 
heifers, colts, and other cattle, we had feen 
there the preening day ; and that, not ten 
yards diflant from the fpot, nor ten minutes 
(boner or later. In the evenings we as furely 
found them cheft^high in the fame wat^, 
in the adjacent valley. Nor is it unufual for 
them, when they are overburthened with 
flies, to run full fpeed to the water, plunge 
themfelves in, and lie on their fides till they 
have difengaged themfelves from their tor- 
menting companions. 

From 
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From the Foreft of Wykeham, we made 
for Bilhop's Waltham, or as it is termed by 
the country people, the Bifliop's Abbey. 
The remains of this abbey plainly evince 
that it was once a place of Tome con- 
fequence. One tower only at prefent re- 
mains, and that is in a fhattered condition. 
The building, however, though, much de- 
faced by time, is in its higheft (late of per- 
fe6lion for the canvas. The walls are over- 
grown with ivy ; which, notwithftanding it 
had contributed to reduce the fabric to its 
prefent ruinous ftate, now lends its utmoft 
aid to prevent its mouldering fid^s iron} linK-* 
ing into oblivion. 

The infide of the priory is appropriated 
to the ufes of a farm yard ; and fuch parts 
of the walls as remain, are covered in, and 
become barns and cart-hovels. The town 
of Bifliop's Waltham is a fmall, difagree- 
able, ill-paved, inconvenient fpot, and pof- 
fefled of no one requifite to make it other- 
wife. It received the name of Bilhop's Wal- 
tham, from its being formerly a palace of 
the bilhop of Winchefter. 

Some 
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Some years ago a party of the inhabitants 
6f this town retired to a reclufe dell in the 
foreftj'from whence they iiTued forth during 
the night ; and, their numbers rendering 
them fornudable, committed depredations in 
the neighbourhood, killing deer, Iheep, &a. 
for their fubfiftence. As they chiefly made 
their appearance in the night, they were nam- 
ed the Waltbam Blacks^ The place of thdr re-* 
iidence was a recefs, inacceflible by any other 
way than a fubterraneous paflage. They 
drefled like forefters; the <a*ofs-bow was 
their weapon ; and fome fay they aflerted 
that they were the defcendants of Robin 
Hood ; certain however it is, that they liv-*- 
ed, like him, by plunder. In this licentious 
ftate they remained a Confiderable time ; and 
at laft were difparfed by the activity of thA 
neighbouring gentlemen. 

We left K(hop*s Waltham without regret; 
and croffed the fbreft to Wykeham ; which, 
whether it be denominated a village or a 
town, flands on a pleafant, healthy fpot. It 
has feveral good houfes in it, and is a poO: 
town on the road to Gofport, from which 

it 



( i07 ) 

it is diftant nine miles ; from Portfmouth 
fourteen. Little elfe is recorded of it, befides 
its having had the honour of being the birth-- 
place of William of Wykeham. 

This celebrated perfon, whofe par^ts were 
people of mean rank in the town of Wyke- 
ham, received his education at Weftminfter 
fchool, and by his great abilities made his 
way to the higheft offices. Edward the 
Third finding him a fkilfiil architeft, ap* 
pointed him furveyor of the royal buildings; 
with a handfome allowance. Windlbr caf-* 
ftte, the favourite refidence of that king, was 
built under his infpe6tion ; and having exe- 
cuted many other works with equal judg- 
ment and fidelity, he was rewarded by his 
majelVy with feveral high preferments both 
civil and ecclefiaftical, till at length he fuc- 
ceeded to the fee of Winchefler, and was 
appointed lord high chancellor. His me- 
mory has been immortalized by the noble 
foundations which owe their exiftence to 
him* Among the chief of thefe are his 
college at Winchefter, and New College at 
Oxford. The cathedral. of Winchefter, as 

before 
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before obferved, was rebuilt by him in its - 
prefent magnificent flile, and he lies in- 
tended therein. He died at his palace in 
Bilhop's Waltham- 

As, in order the better to piirfue the pur- 
pofe of our journey, we never travelled in 
4 public road, but when it was not poffible 
to take any other, we now ftruck into the 
private one leading over the heath to South- 
wick. Ne^T the road's fide ftands the houfe 
of Mr. Garpier, pleafantly laid out with a 
park and gardens. Here we particularly 
kept the right hand, which led through a 
village, and Ikirted the wood-fide. Nothing 
remarkable prefented itfelf but that of its 
being a bad ftony road,' and in fame parts 
nearly up to the horfes' knees in fand. By 
the fide of it, a large track of boggy com- 
mon land, continued for a very confiderable 
dift^nce, which hurt the eye. This rocky 
road lafted moft of our w^y to Southwick. 

At the entrance of this town is a finall 
rivulet, which ruftiing over a few pebbles, 
relieves the oppofite cottages. At the en- 
trance 
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trance of the town were feveral brick houfeSt 
the appearance of which was ungrateful to 
the fight, and the more fo as they prechided 
the greater beauties of the broken fides df 
many a mouldering hut« 

Mr. ThifUewaite has. a large houfe on 
the left hand at the bottom of the town, 
which appears quite deferted. The grounds 
around it are fpacious, but they are in bad 
Qrder« 
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SECTION VL 

THE whole of the road from Sotithwick 
to Ports-down hill, which was now 
the fpot to which we bent our courfe, is 
compofed of flint ftones, by which our 
horfes* legs were much cut. The fun being 
on the decline, we made all the fpeed we 
could to reach that place, in order to enjoy, 
by his declining rays, the beautiful proft- 
pe6ls it is well known to afford. The foil 
of the hill confifts of a chalky furfaoe, with 
a bed of flint underneath ; and where culti- 
vated is very produdtive. 

Nor were we difappointed in our expec- 
tations, when we had reached the fummit, 
which was about half an hour before the 
fun fet. The views were indeed noble and 
extenfive beyond defcription. The firft 
fcenes that prefented themfelves to the eaft- 
ward were Suflex hills. The fpire of Chi- 
chefter cathedral caught the full force of 
the fun's rays, and flione in every fplendor 
wherewith the Smiths' of that town have 

pourtrayed 
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|iourtfayed it. The ridge of mountains 
which feparate Petworthfrom thefeai though 
diirty miles diftant, were perfedlly vifible ; 
and through a part where the chain was 
abruptly broken, the hill of Petworth peep^ 
ed up to foften the diftance. 

The hills of Hampftiire again proved a 
foil to their neighbours, and launching their 
foliage along their verdant brows, funk by 
degrees into the valley of Southwick. The 
Ipire of that village, encircled by the trees, 
was pleafing to the eye. Hambleton hills 
to the north-weft were agreeable, but not 
fo bold as thofe of Suffex. Here the vdley 
again encountered the fight, and uniting 
feveral fmall purling ftreams into one body» 
added frefh luftre to the dale. 

To paint with true colouring and juftice 
the hills which range towards Wiltfhire, b 
beyond the reach of my pen. The mdgnifir 
cence with which each reared its head, and 
kaned upon its neighbour's brow, with here 
and there an irregular pidlurefque broken 
mountain,^ juft rifmg its woody promontory 

to 



tolkirt along its foot, and blend it with the 
valley, gave grace and fublimity to the foene. 
The Wiltfliire plains rather evenly, but not 
unpleafantly, appeared on lire from the 
reflexion of the fun, and clofed the north- 
weft view. 

' The woods of Hampfhif e now rfefumed 
their former luftre^, and ftretching round to 
the fouth-weft, brought the noble moun- 
tainis we fee at Dunmore, to a terminatiotL 
at Lymingtdn. Dorfetfhirefwept along our 
horizon, (which the elevation of the fpot 
we were on rendered uncommonly exten- 
iive) . and introduced the Ifle of Pdrtknd 
into the diftance. All the foreft of Hamp- 
ihire vras clothed in its wonted fpl«idor. 
The fun, now gradually declining the hillj 
launched its glorious hues to the extenfive 
fertile valley that lay below. It was one of 
thofe pi6lurefque fun-fets, when the hover- 
ing clouds gather round its circumference, 
and only permit it partially to caft its rays 
on fome flowery vale, and glide up the 
mountain's fide, dazzling with its luftre, 
and ftriking with its colouring.— A moment 
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when the mind of the contemplative ob- 
ferve j mull be impreffed with the moft pleaf- 
ifig fenfations« 

The Ifle of Wight, with its floping hills 
and ouzy fhore, is feen from Ports-down to 
*very advantage ; the eye at once taking in 
the eaftern part St. Helen's, and its weftern- 
moft point, the Needles. From this fpot 
Portfmouth harbour likewife receives every 
addition its inceflant turns can give it. 

The Caftle of Porchefter was in our fore- 
ground. This building is faid to have been 
ere6led by Gurgentius, one of the Britifli 
liings,beforethecommencementof theChrif- 
tian aera. According to tradition, the village 
pf Porchefter is the place where Vefpafian the 
Roman emperor landed when he came to 
Britain. Here was anciently a large har- 
bour, for the defence of which the caftle 
was built; but the fea gradually retiring 
from it, till there was not a fufficient depth 
of water for veffels of burthen, the inhabi- 
tants removed to Portfea, Henry the Firfl; 
founded here a pripry of Augi^ftine canons. 

Vol. I. I which 
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which appears to have been fooh aft» re^ 
moved to Southwick ; where it continued 
till the diflblution, when it was valued at 
two hundred and fifty-ffeven pounds four 
fliillings and four-pence a year. Two of 
the towers of the caftle are ftill (landing. 
The court-yard is fpacious, and contains a 
chapel. The whole is furrounded by a wall^ 
very perfect, with battlements on the top; 
but the infide is much injured by time, and 
mouldering fad to decay. It commands an 
uninterrupted view of Portfmouth harbour, 
and of the furrounding country. The prin- 
cipal ufe it has been put to of late yearst 
has been that of a place of confinement for 
the French prifoners during a war. 

The men of war lying at Spithead appear 
from Ports-down Hill like fmall fpots on the 
water. The fouth-eaft point of Portfea 
ftretches to Thorly Ifland, where it retires 
to the Suflex coaft. The blue curtain of 
night, now foftly lowered on the mouii*- 
tain's brow, delightfully harmonised the 
aerial ftibftances with the mifty dales, »i4 
clofed oxar evening fcen^s. 

Defcendibg 



( "5 ) 

Defcending the hill, we entered the out- 
works of Portfmouth ; and paffed feveral 
drawbridges, with many improvements 
made in the fortifications of that place by 
direction of his grace the duke of Richmond ; 
but the evening being clofed in, we muft 
have loft the fight of many interefting fub-* 
jedls in the military line, that lay in our way 
to the town. 

At Ais place the emprrfs Maud landed, 
when (he came to difpute the right of king 
Stephen to the crown of England. 

Portfmouth received its name from its fi- 
tuation at the mouth of an aeftuary, which 
at high water furrounds a traft of country 
about fourteen miles in circumference, cal- 
led Portfea Ifland. Its fortifications were 
begun by Edward the Fourth, and aug- 
mented by Henry the Seventh, and his fon 
Harry the Eighth; they were afterwards 
greatly improved by queen Elizabeth ; but 
to Charles the Second do they chiefly owe 
their prefent ftrength, extent, and magnifi- 
cence. That Portfmouth is a' place of fomd 
I s antiquity, 
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antiquity, might be proved from an hofpital 
called God's Houfe, .dedicated to John the 
BaptifV, and Saint Nicholas, which was 
founded here by Peter de Rupibus, and at 
the diffolution was valued at thirty-three 
pounds nineteen (hillings and five-pence per 
annum. 

The Common is now the mod ponfideraMe 
part of Portfmouth ; but nothing more 
than the chapel of St. John, and the dock- 
yard, are worth infpeftion. The formw is 
a beautiful modern building, ornamented in 
the infide with pillars of the Ionic order. 
We regretted that the archite6l was not 
known to us. The organ, by England, is a 
fine piece of mechanifm, and much admired 
both for its tone and appearance* . 

The dockyard, I need not fay, is allowed 
to be the completed, probably, in the world. 
A great number of labourers of every kind 
are employed in it. The warehoufes, con- 
taining the ftores, are numerous and fpaci- 
ous ; and all the buildings remarkably dean 
and neat, CommilTioner Maitiii refides in a 

handfome 
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handfome houfe within the walls of the 
yard, which are at leaft two miles in circum- 
ference; and throijgh the vigilance and 
indefatigable' attention of that gentleman, 
every care is taken to fecure this invalu- 
able arfenal at once from the infpe6lion of 
foreigners, and the jitternpts of ill-difpofed 
perfon§. 

The fortifications have of late been greatly 
improved and augmented by the prefent 
mafter-general of the ordnatnce, his grace of 
Richmond. The entrance of the harbour is 
defended on the eaft by Southfea Caftle, and 
towards the weft by Monckton Fort, fitu- 
ated oppofitethe Mother Bank, The former 
was ereiSled by king Henry the Eighth, was 
of great ftrength„ and lies abo^it a mile and 
a half fouth of the town. On the land-fide 
the town is flrongly fortifi^ed by works of 
confiderable extent. . 

Portfmouth was incorporated by king 

Charles the Firft, and is governed by a 

mayor, aldermen, recorder, and common- 

I 3 council; 
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council. A feir is held here on the fixtfetoth 
of July, which lafts fourteen days. 

Gofport, fituated on the oppofite fide o^ 
the harbour, is a place well known, and 
much refoi*ted to by perfons in the maritime 
line, but elfe of little note, Veffels fail at 
ftated periods from hence to Guernfey, ier^ 
fey, and the adjacent iflands. A hoy goes 
from hence to Southampton three times ^ 
week, and Ope to Cowes every day . But the 
packeti^boats for the foregoing iflandsj^ andL 
for CoWeSi fai) from Southampton. 

The harbour of Portfmouth has a fine 
bottom, with from three to nine fathom 
water. There are feveral channels in it 
'^rhich are navigable at high water as far up 
nB Falreham, a town about feven miles didant, 
and which makes a pleafant aquatic excur- 
fion^ As we went up, we left Porcheft» 
Caftle to the right i-rr^the hills of Ports-down 
clofed the view, Thefe hills, though rather 
too formai in their Ijnes to give pleafure, yet 
ferve to relieve the near diftjmces, Fareham 
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18 a healthy little fiftiing town ; but as we 
only ftaid there while we took fome refrefh- 
ment, we had no opportunity of making any 
enquiries relative to it. We returned to 
Portfmouth by a different channel than that 
by which we had gon^. 

From Porchefter Caftle, the entrance of 
the harbour has an excellent appearance. 
Spithead, with the fhips at anchor there, 
' are confpicuous objedls ;-^the Ifle of Wight 
the diftance, — As it would be impoffible^ 
without fwelling the work too much, to en-^ 
ter into a particular defcription of this place, 
with its immenfe piles of fortifications and 
buildings, we have only given the foregoing 
curfory fketqhof it. 

Having fhipped our horfes,' we now em- 
barked for the ifland whicdhi had been the 
primary pbje6l of oifr Tour.-— Cowes was the 
place of our deftination.-^As vie palled 
Monkton Fort, we coulcl'not help taking 
notice of the number of new works which 
were erefting, and which muft greatly tend 
to the fecurity of this important place. 

I 4 We 
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We had fcarcely pafled the fort before 
the heavens frowned, and a violent ftorm 
threatened us ; but inftead of being appre- 
henfive of the confequences, we awaited the 
expe6led combuftion of the elements with a 
pleafing impatience, that we might obferve 
the grand effedl it mull produce. — A hail- 
ftorm was the forerunner. — The fea, though 
fo near the (hore, rolled in with a heavy 
fwell ; — and the waves, calling their light 
foam on the furfaceof the ebbing tide, were 
caught by the rays of the fetting fun, which 
darted through a cloud ; while feveral tran- 
i^ts of light from the fame fource tinged the 
flowing fails of the numerous barks, that, 
under different tacks, Ikimmed along the 
furrounding ocean. The wind at length 
abating, the fwell alfo in fome degree fub- 
iided ; and we were again able to keep the 
deck. The remaining part of the evening 
proved clear and agreeable ; but at the time 
the evening gun was fired at Portfmouth, 
we were Hill four miles dillant from the 
harbour of Cowes. At this dillance the 
fhores appeared to be covered with every 
luxuriance the richell foil can boall. — The 
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ftorm had been fucceeded by a calm ; at 
length however a favourable breeze fpring* 
ing up, we reached Cowes Road about ten 
o'clock, after a tedious paflage of feven 
hours. 
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SECTION VIL 

BEFORE we proceed to give a particular 
account of the places we vifited on this 
ifland, and the pidlurefque fcenes that pre- 
fented themfelves, a general, but concife, de- 
fcription of it may not prove unacceptable 
to our readers. 

The Ifle of Wight was a part of the territo- 
ries anciently inhabited by the Belgse, and 
was brought under fubje6lion to the Romans 
during the reign of the emperor Claudian. 
By them it was called Ve6ta, or Ve6lis. It 
was afterwards conquered by Cerdic, king 
of the Weft Saxons, who peopled it with 
Jutes, a tribe that had accompanied the 
Saxons into England. Cadwaller, a fucceed- 
ing king of the Weft Saxons, is faid to have 
made himfelf mafter of it fome time after, 
and to have malfacred moft of the inhabi- 
tants. Having imdergone many other re- 
volutions and invafions, it at length, toge- 
ther with the iflands of Jerfey and Guernfey, 
was ere6ted into a kingdom by king Henry 

the 
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theSixth> and beftowed on Henry d6 B^w 
^hamp^ duke of Warwick, whom he crowned 
thf fovereign of it with his own hand%; but 
the duke dying without iffue, thefe iflands 
loft their royalty, and agaiin reverted to th« 
crown. 

It is fituated oppofite to the coaft of 
Hamplhire, from which it is divided by a 
channel, varying in breadth .from two to 
feven miles. It conftitutes a part of the 
county of Southampton, and is within the 
dioeefe of Winchefter. Its greateft length, 
extending from eaft to weft, is more than 
twenty miles ; its breadth, from north to 
fouth, about thirteen ; and above feventy 
miles in circumference. The form of it is 
fomewhat of an irregular oval, Newport, 
the capital town, which is feated nearly in 
the*caitre of the ifland, is upwards of 
eighty miles diftant from London. 

The air in general is healthy, and the foil 
fertile^ The north part affords excellent 
pafturage and meadow grounds, while the 
fouth is a fine corn country. A great num- 
ber 
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ber of flieep are likewife fed upon a ridge of 
mountains running through the middle of 
the ifland. Their wool, which is remarkable 
for its finenefs, is a valuable article of trade 
to the inhabitants. Among the natural pro- 
du6lions of this ifland, is the milk-white 
tobacco-pipe clay, of which large quantities 
are exported, and likewife a fine white fand, 
of which drinking-glafles, &c. are made. 
A more particular account of thefe will be 
given when we fpeak of the places where 
they are found, 

Such is the purity of the air, the fertility 
of the foil, and the beauty and variety of its 
landfcapes, that it has been often fliled The 
Garden of England. Parties of pleafure are 
on that account frequently made to it ; but 
thefe excurfions are generally confined to 
Carilbrooke Caftle^ the Needles, and a few 
other places ; while it abounds with delight- 
ful fcenes which recommend it to the atten- 
tion of the artifi:. Of the principal of thefe 
we fhall endeavour in the fubfequent pages 
to give our readers fome idea. 

The 
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The craggy cliffs and rocks by which thiiJ 
ifland is encircled, form a natural fortifica- 
tion, particularly on the fouth-fide. San- 
down fort defends the only part which is 
left by Nature open to the invafion of an 
enemy. 

It is divided into two hundreds, feparated 
by the river Medham or Medina, which 
gives name to them ; they being called, ac- 
cording to their fituation with refpe6l to that 
river, Eaft and Weft Medina. Thefe hun-^ 
dreds contain three market towns, fifty-two 
parifhes, and about twenty thoufand inha- 
bitants. 

The morning after wehad landed at Cowes, 
was not lefs beautiful than the preceding 
evening had been interefting. The firft 
objedl which attradled our attention on the 
ifland, was Cowes Caftle. It is a fmall ftone 
4 building, with a femicircular battery, fituated 
on the weft-fide of the river Medina. Oppo- 
fite to it, on the eaft-fide of the river was 
formerly another fort of the fame kind ; and, 
when entire, they jointly protefted the har- 
bour ; 
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bour ; but the latter is now fo totally demp- 
iiflied, that there is not theleaft veftige of it 
remaining. The caftle at Weft Cowes was 
ere6led by Henry the Eighth ; it is a plain 
building, with a platform before it, on which 
are mounted- a few cannon * The works have 
lately been repaired by order of his grace 
the duke of Richmond. 

The beft view of it is on the decline of 
the beach towards the bathing machmes. 
Here the caftk affumes another form, and 
Ihows the round tower with the diftant bat* 
tlement. Agroupof trees clofetheviewin one 
point; — the opening of the oppofite flKwre, 
among the trees, is agreeable andftriking. 

The town of Weft Cowes ftande on a rif- 
ing ^OHnd, at the mouth of the river Me- 
dina. Its appearance, when near it, much 
refembles Gravefend water-fide ; but the in* 
ternal part is far more pleafant and com*» 
modious ; — ^the ftreets however «te narrow j 
and the town upon the whole indiffOTently 
buik. 

Cowes 
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^ Cowes owes its origin and increafe to its 
excellent harboiir ; where fhips are not only 
fecure from ftorms, but fo happily fituated^ 
as to be able to turn out either to the eaft- 
ward or weftward, every tide. It is well 
peopled, and enjoys'a good trade for the fate 
of provifions, efpecially in time of war, when 
large fleets of merchant fliips often ride 
here for feveral weeks, waiting either for a 
wind or convoy. The inhabitants are in 
general genteel and polite, without being 
troublefomely ceremonious. Many gentle^ 
men belonging to the navy, have feats ad- 
joining to this town, amongfl: which ard 
thofe of captain Chriftian and captain Ba(k> 
erville. Mr. White has one here, and ano^r 
ther on the banks of the Medina, called 
Fairlee. 

fiaft CoweS) which lies on the oppoTite 
point of knd, has very xlefirable beautiag 
with regard to its appearance and fituation^ 
together with convenience for families, thatt 
is not exceeded at Weft Cowes ; but it has 
not the fame advantages with refpe6l to 
bathings 

The 
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The fare from Cowes to Portfmouth and 
Southampton, as well for paffengers as for 
their horfes, carriages, &c. is fettled by the 
corporation of Newport ; by which means 
impofitions, that might otherwife occur, are 
prevented^ 

The market is well fupplied with fifh 
from Torbay, and Southampton river ; the 
former has the fuperiority for turbot, the 
latter for foles. Upon the whole, the ac- 
commodations at Cowes are equal to thofe 
of any other watering place, and much 
:inore reafonable. The town is enlarg;ing, 
and from its pleafant vicinities attradls every 
year an increafe of company. 

From Mr. Lynn^s cottage, at the top of 
the hill, a very extenfive view fweeps the dif- 
tance. Cowes lies in a bird's eye view, with 
the full profpedl of the veffels in its road, 
and the oppofite woody point. The hiUs of 
Ports-down are very diftin6lly feen ; but from 
their rembtends,. and the large body of wa- 
ter that lies between, we had not (except it 
times, when the ruffling wind caught in fud- 

den 
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dejA patches on the water's furface) a fuflfci- 
ent interefting fcene to defcribe, farther than 
as to its extenfiyenefsk 

» 
The evening being clear^ we fet off for 
Newport. The road from Cowes to thai- 
place is equal in goodnefs to any in England, 
A hedged i:ow heimiiied Us in on both fides » 
end prevented us from enjoying the pror 
fpeftg that furtounded us. A houfe at the 
•extrCTfiity of Cowes, received its name of 
Krmingham, as the neighbours report, from 
the poffeffor of it paying his men with coun- 
terfeit half-pence, 
# * '. ' 

. , On the road lies the village of Northwood, 
and to the left of it is Midham, the feat ojf 
Mr. Green. 

The Foreftof Alvmgtoh, King's Foreft, 
or Parkhupft, by which names it is feverally 
called, opens very pi6lurefquely ;— a bold 
range of hills, with St. Catherine for its 
crown, binds the diftance. The lines of the 
hills are charmingly irregular, and blend 
into each other's fweeps. 

Vol. I. K On 
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On the left hand, the curve of the rhref 
takes an openings and (hines with refle6tiont 
of the neighbouring {hc^:^. To the righl^ 
the grandeur of the hills gradually dimi*- 
tiifhes^ and they are at length obicured by 
the promontories of the forcft. 

The general hofpital of the ifland ilandtf 
fidjoining to the road, about haflf « m'de be* 
fore you readi Newport, wh^^ thofe who 
unfortunately are obliged to court the vm^ 
brage of its <^iaritable walls> Are treated 
with great humanity and attention^ 

The entrance to Newport is fuch as we 
generally find when a river meandefs h6&t it. 
A br4dge'is the principal obje6t ; but fhei is 
too contemptible in its appearance fco* a 
pi6ture. Its ufual companion, the bufy mill, 
lies on the right hand of it . At St . Crofs, on 
|he left, is the feat of Mr» Kirkpatrick 

The town of Newport is pei^mps the 
pleafanteft in this part of the kingdom. Itie 
houfes are plain and neat; the ftreets uni- 
form ; and, except ^t the weft end, «11 regu- 

terly 



larly paved. The church is alfo a eonfpicu^ 
ous and leading feature to its neatnefs ; but 
It is fomewhat remarkable^ that though be^ 
longing to fo populous a place^ k, is only a 
chapel of eafe annexed to the little village of 
Carkbrook. 

Here are two aHembly rooms, and a neat, 
theatre, latdy erected ; tpgeth» with a free 
^ammar fchool which was built by puUic 
futia*ipti(Hi ; the fchooUroom is fifty fe^ 
long, with convenient accommodations for 
themafter. 

Two markets are held here ev^-y week, 
in which great quantities of all forts of grain 
and {MTovifions are difpofed of, not only for 
the ufe of the inhabitants, but for fupply ing 
the outward bound {hips, manyofwhich, 
as before obferved, touch at Cowes. When 
I mention the market, I muft not forget to 
notice alfo the farmers' daughters who re- 
fort to it with the produce of their £arms» 
and at once grace it with the charms of their 
perfons, and the winning afiability of their 
bdiaviour. There is not perhaps in the 
K d kingdom 



Itingciotri & place where fo many lovely girl* 
attend the market as at Newport ; find, at 
Ihe fame time they are dfefled with a degree 
of elegance far beyond what is ufually ob-»' 
fervable in perfons of their rank. Yoii fee 
them, with health and fprightlinefs in theif 
looks, lightly difmount from their forefters, 
and conveying their bafkets, each to her 
chair, tender their butter, eggs, and fowlS 
to fale, with a graceful eafe and complai- 
fance^ without making ufe of thofe arts that 
are generally praclifed to procure cuftom- 
ers, or ever abating of the price they afk. 
On the two principal market days held 
here, \\z. at Whitfuntide and Michaelmas, 
it is not uncommon to fee thirty or forty 
of them all dreffed in fo genteel a ftife, and 
behaving with fo much unaffedled complai- 
fance and dignity, that a ftranger might be 
eafily led to take them for perfons of quality 
ffi mqfquerade. The appearance of thefe 
charming girls not only excited our wonder 
and admiration, but we found that they 
attrafted the envy of all the farmers' daugb*- 
ters on the neighbouring coafts. The market 
hoiife is in the middle of the town ; and 

they 
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they have alfoa new market appropriated' 
to the fale of corn.. 

The town of Newport is fituated. fo nearly 
in the centre of the ifland, ( the. exa6l centri- 
cal fpot lying not a mile to the fouthward o£ 
it,) that it is thereby rendered alike conve- 
nient to the inhabitants of every part. We 
could not acquire a minute account of the 
number of perfons of both fexes refident in 
it, but the houfes are fuppofed to amount to 
near fix hundred; — ^they are chiefly con- 
ftru6led of brick, ^jnd in general are not 
Jofty. 

Newport was incorporated by James the 
Firft, and is governed by a mayor, recorder, 
and twelve aldermen ; who, I might fay 
without flattery, are much more deferving 
the title of gentlemen, than fome who have 
pafled under our infpedlion fince the com* 
jnencement of our Tour, 

Few places afford better accommodations 

for genteel people, who may vifit this ifland, 

either on parties of pleafure, or for the 

K 3 benefit 
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benefit of thrir health, than Newport. The 
defire of giving iatisfaftion feems to be the 
predominant feature of thofe who keep the 
principal inns; and by their civility and 
conveniendes, they have of late yeara at-^ 
tradted much company* 
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As we purpofed keeping the couft from 
Newtown, we croff^ the country to 
that place, In our way we entered the foreft 
of Alvihgton, and purfuing a tracSl (high 
road there was none) that inclined to the 
Dorth-weft, at length firuck into a llony 
lane, where we had an excellent view of 
Carifbrook hills; whofe mountainous ap- 
pearance was relieved by a woody valley, 
that gently ibping from the for^ brow, 
gradually dwindled into the dale. 

Still purfuing our courfe through the 
(lony lane, we paf&d a copfe of oaks, where 
the mountains juft mentioned received every 
flafti of grandeur the fol^r rays could proi- 
duce* The fee, on the right, now opened 
gradually, fuid afforded us tranfitory views 
of the mouth of Southampton river^ of I^ut- 
terel's Fdlly, the entrance of Beaulieu river, 
St. Leonard's, «iid likewife of Lymingtoa 
oreek. 

K 4 A& 
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Asweafcended thefe northern eminences* 
we had a view fufiiciently ext^nfive to per-« 
ceive that a range of hills, or rather moun-t 
tains, runs through the centre of the iflanid. 
I think I may with fome degree of exadtnefe 
fix their commencement at CarilbrookCaftle^ 
as a valley opens between them, that takea 
a dire6l courfe from the moft northern ex-i 
tremity, Cowes, to the foot of St. Catherine's. 

Thefe mountains fweep to the fcmth-weft^ 
and terminate their range a little beyond 
Calborne. Here another dale feparates them 
from Afton downs, and the Yarmouth hills, 
which decline rather more to the weftward. 
frefh water- gate and Allum-bay may be 
clearly difo»ned throughout the whole way^^ 
after you have palled the fpreft^ 

Alvington fcareft is almoft entirely void of 
what generally gives the denomination of ^ 
fcwreft to a tra6l of land ; except a few poU 
lard oaks, no trees of any confequenoe are 
to b^ feeo upon it, till you ikitt its borders ; 
there indeed the oak luxuriantly intermixes 
with the afh and elm. 
^v^ i ^l At 
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At the entrance of Newtown we met wi^h 
©ne of thofe fubje6ls fo often touched by the 
pencil of Mr. Gainlborough ; a cottage 
overlhadowed with trees ; while a glim-p- 
mering light, juft breaking through the 
branches, caught one corner of the ftope 
and flint fabric, and forcibly exprefled the 
conception of that great mafter. A few fag-^ 
gots, with a cart under a ftied, formed th^ 
ftiado\v part of the fore-ground ; and the 
New Foreft, rearing its leafy tenants abov^ 
the proudly fwelling w^ves, clofed the dif-* 
itance, 

« From its name, we expefted to have found 
Newtown, a town, or at leaft a large village ; 
, but were quite aftoniflied when we faw that 
it confifted only of fix or feven houfes. Many 
circumft^nces, however, tend to fupport the 
conje6lure, that it was once a place of much 
greater confideration. In the reign of king 
Richard the Second, it was burnt by the 
French, and foon after rebuilt. 

Newtown-bay, or as it is fometimes nam^ 
ed, SMfleet*lake, makes its entrance about 

half 
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half a mile below the houfes ; but its' op^^ 
ing wants the generalac€ompaniments> woqc^ 
an4 rpck, tq render it grand. — ^The banks 
are infipid, being devoid even pf fufficient 
holdnefs.— The point meanly Ihrinks into 
the fea, without a Ihirub to court its fti|>ny 
iUitnefs. From the frequent breaks that 
open though the wood, Hampfhire was per-* 
feclly pidhirefque ;-Trthe fipa, as a body, 
i|dded frefh glows to the colouring]^ and 
jdeafingly varied the landfcapp, 

The corporation of Newtown, (for fmall 
iaa it is, this place has to boaft a corporation, 
eoniifling of a mayor and twelve burgeiTes, 
and fends two members to parliament,) ao« 
mially meet at the tQwn^h^l in order tQ 
€bi|fe the magiftrates for the year enfuing^ 
The manfion in which this meeting is held 
has more to boaft from its fituation, than 
from its degance as a building* The cmly 
things in it wwthy of note for their anti-i? 
quity are the mayoralty chair and table. The 
building is of ftone, and contains thr^ rooms^^ 
withacdkr and kitdien underneath. Aflight 
Df fteps lead to the council-o^^tmber, or halli, 

Shalfleet^ 
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, Shalifeet-kke Ms in agreeably at the foot; 
dF the hill ; while the village and wood rife 
to the left, with the downs of Brixton in its 
diftanoe. Saltern, and Hamfted-point, re- 
lieve the Frefh-water cliffs, and bind its land 
view to the eaftward.— ?Here thofe who tra^ 
vel for pleafure ftiould purine the woody 
tra6l to the village of Shalfleet, where they 
will find at every avenue frefh beauties man^ 
tling to the view. A body of water is pre-^ 
ferved by dams at the foot of the town, where 
JBL mill, entangled in the branches of its 
woody fides, is an agreeable object for the 
fore-ground. 

On the fide of a hil^, well covered witfi 
treeis, fiands the town of Shalfleet. Little 
to excite curiofity is to be feen here except 
the church, which from fome antiquity a- 
bout it, appears to have been in the Gothic 
ftile ; but, like many of the churches in this 
ifland, it has been robbed of its antique win- 
dows, which gave an air of grandeur and fo- 
lemni^ to it, and beautified (as they term it) 
with modern cafements. We have before 
cenfured this mode of beautification, and by 

this 



( HO ) 

this frefli Inftance are prompted to remark, 
that all thofe who view with pleafure the 
relics of Saxon and CJothic architedlure ftill 
extant, muft behold with difguft the auk- 
ward attempts of thefe good people to cor-^ 
reft what Time has brought to that ftate of 
perf^^ion moft pl^afing to the eye pf ^ per^ 
ion of true taft^. 

Nothing further worthy of attention de-* 
taining us, we again made for the Yarmouth 
road ; which having crofled, and left to the 
right, we bent our courfe towards Ham--' 
fted-woods. The gates we had to pafs, as 
the roads chiefly lie through the farmers' 
grounds, were almoft innumerable ; and the 
foil principally confifting of clay and marle^ 
in fome places the roads were extremely bad. 
The land, however, is very produdtive, anci 
is cultivated to the road's fide, 

-> The principal part of the land about 
Newtown, and expending to the fpot we were 
travelling through, is the eftate, as we were 
informed, of fir Richard Worfley. It is not 
deficient towards the north-weft in \voody 
: , fceens. 



fdeneSjbut tliele are too thinly fcattered to fur** 
nifh a proper fubje(5l for a painter. The elms 
range too regularly to pleafe, and the clumps * 
are too formal to combine. Nor is the ftiff 
appearance of the near hedge-rows^ which 
encircle the corn fields ^ by ttny means grate* 
ful to the fight ; on the contrary, fo clofely 
placed, they are highly difgufting. When it 
is poflible to bring them properly into the 
focus of the eye, on the decline of a hill, ot 
on a gentle rife, where they may blend into 
«ach other^ then indeed they give peculiar 
pleafure. 

From Hamfted we had the oppofite view 
of Newtown ; but fo encompaffed with trees, 
that little jof the buildings were to he dif*- 
cerned. We had however a perfe6l view of 
Gurnet Point to the north-eaft ; and df the 
town of Yarmouth, as well as of Hurft Caftljfe 
oppofite to it, on the fouth-weft; while 
Lymington to the north-weft perfected the 
pidlure* 

From Hamfted we once more returned to 
the Yarmouth road, and entered it at Lin- 

v/ood 
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^RfobdGreem Mr.Barrington'sfeattothekft^ 
with its furrounding woods, are in fine order ; 
and gracefully fill the left-hand foene,— At 
the entrance of the common we obtained the 
coblell view the ifland had as yet prefimted 
us. Had not the fea towardb the Ifle of 
Portland caufed fo large an opening, it had 
£very appearance of a Wefhnoreland fcene. 
The hills rofe with all the majefty of the 
ISkiddow mountains ; the vall^ produced a 
lake, with a lonely copfe to eafe its winding 
ihores ; while the downs of Afton falling to 
the more ftately fweep of Frefliwater clif6, 
clofe their boldnefs behind Frefhwater 
church. Nor were the Carifbroolc hills lefs 
diftinguiihable ; their irregular pile brings 
log in a proportion to the efifedt. 

The valley was crouded with its ufual in- 
habitants, various kinds of cattle, and launch^ 
^ into every extreme the voluptuous hand 
of Nature could heftow ; the fdiage of the 
fore-ground harmonidufly difplayed itsglow*^ 
ing verdure, and enchanted the fight. Every 
hill brought its foot to the dale, and formed 
a fi'elh avenue for the winding ftream.^— The 
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fpire of iFrelhwater, darting ferth from i» 
vernal attendants, caught the roving eye, 
and gave additional charms to the diftance* 
Natm-e here feemed yet td be in embryo, and 
fcarcely to have b^un, what, in a few years, 
wiU eacite in the mind of every fentimental 
beholder the higheft pleafur^ and admira- 
tion. The fcerie behind it was not equally 
inviting: the point of land betweeil Yar- 
Mouth town and Hamfted head broke up 
in the middie of iu and feparatied the moua** 
tains from the ftiores of thefea. Here South- 
ftmpt(»i water Jt^ crept in between the dif. 
tMices, and brought its woody range to tiws 
furface of the river. Yarmouth, which lay 
b^re us, did not appear fo intereiling as it 
ot^l^ to have dom, from its lying quite flat 
In the point of view ftt>m which we faw it. 

When we «nita*ed the town, we were not a 
little dHapp(Hnted, but it was an agreeable 
difappointment. From its appearance at a 
4iftance, we expected to have feen « con>* 
temptible place ; but, on the contrary, we 
found the buildings in general neat and 
dean, thoi^h rath^low. They were moitiy 

of 
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fe^ftond, dr whitewafhed. If Yarmouth wa* 
paved^ it would be little inferior to Newport 
in neatnelb. 

Having often heard of Yarmouth caftle^ 
^e went to fee it ; but how unlike a fortrefs I 
Scarcely any thing of ftrength appeared about 
it, and as little worthy of obfervation. .The 
view from it was the only fatisfadlion we ob- 
tained by om* vifit, and that was far inferior 
to many fcenes we had pafTed bifore^ 

Th6 convenidncies of .Yarmouth are very 
great,both to its owninhabitants^and to thofe 
of the oppofite fhores'. .A paffag^*boat paf- 
fes to and from Lymington every day, with 
accommodations both for paflengers and 
horfes. And the paflage from one ftiore to 
the other being but from five to fix miles 
iacrofsi it is thereby rendered reciprocally 
convenient to thofe who refide On the wefter A 
parts of the ifland, and to the inhabitants of 
the lower parts of Harapfliire and Dorfetfhire. 

The fliores abound with a great variety of 
iheOs, which are not found in fuch quantities 

at 
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Bt any othcar part of the ifland. The fifli on 
this coaft are chiefly foles and other flat fifli ; 
and they are caught in fuch plenty, that 
they contribute greatly towards the fupport 
of the poor. 

The borough of Yarmouth fends two 
m^tnbers to parliament, and ranks as the 
third town in the ifland. It is likewife a 
corporate town, to which confequence it 
was raifed by king James the Firft. The 
charter dire6ls, that when a mayor is to be 
d[e6):ed, the inqueft by whom he is to be 
chofen, confifting of ten common-council- 
men and two commoners, fliall be fliut up 
in the town hall, without provifions, &c. till 
nine out of the twelve agree in the choice. 

Its diftance from Newport is ten miles ; 
but the road for pleafurable travelling is the- 
worft in the ifland. There are not lefs than 
fifty-two gates to be pafled between the two 
places, which greatly adds to the irkfomnefs 
of it. 

The river Yar prefents a beautiful en- 
VoL. I. L trance 
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trance^ and takes a double caurfe. The 
branch to the fouth-eaft paffes the valley be- 
fore dcfcribedi and faunters up to Tapnell ; 
a village fituated at the bottom of Afton 
downs. The other branch fonns a more 
confiderable body, and feenfirom FrelhwatCT, 
appears as a lake, the hills meetings and the 
ihores projedling, fo as to prevent the eye 
from perceiving its communication with the 
iea. 

The oppofite (horeS of Norton, which f©rm 
the entrance of the river, are pleafingly di- 
verfified with broken grounds aijd groups 
of trees ; and likewife with interpofing cot- 
tage roofs that break the too regular clumps. 
It is navigable to the mills of Freftiwater, 
where the bridge preferves a fufficientbody 
to add grandeur to the landfcape, and allow 
fcope for the pencil. 
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SECTION IX. 

HAVING refrelhed our horfes, we fet 
out the fame evening for Frelhwater 
Gate, taking the road that had brought 
us to Yarmouth from Linwooci Green. We 
then ftruck into the firft right-hand road, 
leading to the bridge that croffes the fouth-- 
eaft courfe of the river. 

Here the bridge became an obje6l. From 
the hills adjoining to Yarmouth it is viewed 
to fome advantage, but here it redoubled 
its harmony with the valley,— The fun was 
warm and declining. — ^The ivy that had 
lielped to deface its fides> now brightened 
its appearance, and gave, as an atonement 
for itife ravages, its friendly aid to bind the 
building, and variegate its general tints.— 
Nor did the hills in the dillance diminifli the 
fplendor of the fcene : a wood fwept on th^ 
other fide of the bridge from hill to hill> 
and formed a perfijdl amphitheatre. 

The colouring was fuperb and rich; a 
L » glow 
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glow of purple ftained the diftance, while 
the faint rays of the fun juft caught the 
bridge, and glided along the tops of the 
wood. The fide-fcreen* ky, one in a half 
tint, the pppofite one entirely in (hadoW j 
the whole blending fo uniformly, that it had 
the moil pkafing eiFedl we had fe^i in any 
view during our whole route. 

At the declenfion of the fun, efpedftlly in 
the month of September, the grandeft ef- 
fe<Sld of light and (hade are obfervabte. The 
movement of thefe rapturous tranfits of NSu» 
lure afe inftantano3us ; and if not ddfely 
obferved, fly before the eye is half gratified. 
The odburing at this time is always chafte > 
and the length pf the fiiadows &am l^e 
mountains, in genend confine the light t& 
13L principal obje6l ; which, if it do^ not a6 
quickly (brike the imagination as its motiott 
is hafty, every b^uty muft inevitably be 
ioft. 

I am convinced that the renmslnts of light 
in an evening are much finer when the fun 
returns to theibuth^ than when in thefpiting 
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it approaches the n(?rthern hemifphere- Not 
does it lofe any of its luftre by fetting where 
the Qoean coaftitutes the horizon. la.ge^ 
mf»\ its lights are dearer, and difRiff a 
greater v^'iety of colours to the land ; while 
the water I babbling up in gentle waves^ 
catches its rays, and gives us the very foul 
8nd fpirit of Claude's mafter pieces; 

Th^ evening drawing on, we haftened to- 
wards the intended fpot, Thorly fiurprized 
US v^en we ent^ed it» From the maps of 
the' ifland we had been led to expert that 
this parilh contained a conliderable village ; 
but a few houfes only prefented themfelves^ 
and thofe furrounded by woods. Wilming-* 
ham is a pleafant fpot, but nothing fiurther. 

From AftcMi we had a frefh view of the 
foene we had had from the entrance of Yar-f 
mouth. The cliff of Freftiwata: Gate rofe 
with majeftic grandeur, but from its dialky 
corner abruptly obtruded itfelf. The lines 
of Aiton downs ranged beautifully ; while 
the nobler afcent of the downs of Fr^-i 
wat^cdoubled their ;fplendor; a gleam of 
L 3 light 
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light dole over the hills^ and prefented the 
woody vale with force and bloom. Thefurzy 
fcrub that {haggled on the furface of the 
mountains, was a great helpmate to foften 
their fides. The laft, but not the leaft ad- 
dition to this view is the village on the op* 
pofite fide of. the water, whofe refteftions 
gave every different hue to heighten the 
ftudy. We much regretted the want of a 
fore-ground, as nothing but a patch of ripe 
corn continually encountered the fight. Nor 
could we help wifliing for a few of thofe 
fcenes that prefented themfelves in the New 
Foreft ; fome of its noble oaks would have 
fully completed the grandeiu* of the fcene 
before us. 

We now afcended Afton down ; and fat 
the firft time had an uninterrupted view of 
the fea. The profpe6l was fine ; — ^the even-r 
ing was ferene ; — ^and the billows, as if for- 
getful of their ufual boifteroufneis, feemed 
to be lulled to a ftate of tranquillity by the 
warblings of the feathered fongfters in the 
neighbouring groves, whofe little throats 
poured forthy in mofi melodious notes, their 

grateful 



( ^s^ ) 

grateful tranfports to the Great Giver of their 
daiLy food^-^To add folemnity to the fcene, 
the fluttering fails of the furrounding vef- 
fek lay motionlefs ; not admitted even the 
gentleft breath of the zephyrs that wanton*- 
ed alx)ut thein. 

On the right lay the fpot called Frefliwa- 
ter Gate, which, we were informed, derives 
its name from its being placed there to pre- 
vent the water of an adjacent fpring from 
uniting with the fea. This derivation, 
however, does not feem to be very well 
grounded. 

.. A cottage is .the only habitation to be 
found here, but that cottage, which is kept 
by a publican, affords every accommodation 
a traveller can wifh for ; and frequent par- 
lies of pleafure are made to it. 

The cliflfe that form Freftiwater-bay are 
very high, and when you look down from 
them, you find a degree of terror excited in 
the mind. Many parts of them, unable to 
withftand the conftant ravages of the fe^t, 
Li 4 have 
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have been waflied down. On the left hand 
of the bay, two large malTes of the clifEi 
have been torn from the fides, and have Mm 
len parpendicularly into the water. In the 
bottcxn of one of thefe fragments there is ^ 
large chafm, forming a perfeiSk arch; the 
other appears to be ftill unhurt by the de- 
predations of the fpray. 

From this fpot St. Catherine's appears 
the mod: fouthern boundary of the ifland i 
and owing to -the chalky cliffs which are Br^ 
bout half way up its fide on a platform of 
green, is frequently taken for fome ancient 
cafUe. The fhore towards it is rocky, and 
the diffs exceedingly deep, with fmall tufts 
of grafs growing on their fides. 

But when we viewed the cave of Frefh- 
water, we were loft in wonder at the dire* 
ful effefts of the raging foam. Thefe cliffs 
ineafui^, from the fur£ace of the fea at low 
wat^ to their tc^, near fix hundred feet. 
The cave is a natural cavity in the bottom 
of the rocks, forming two arches. Thofe 
who vifit it c^ only enter at low water. 

The 
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The infides of the arches are ovetgrown 
with mofs and weeds, and ferve as a fine 
cx>ntraft to the fea and difis. Several pieces 
of rock, which have fallen from the afcents 
block up the paflage into the cave, at half 
tide. Among tbefe, one in particular, much 
larger than the reft, rifes fome feet above 
high-water mark ; the form of which I have 
particularly (ketched, and it accompanies the 
annexed view of this romantic fpot^ 

Stakes are fattened to the rocks, and others 
are placed on the ftiore, to which cords are 
fixed, that paffing from ftem to ftern of the 
boats belonging to the place, prevent them * 
from being beaten to pieces by the furf, or 
carried to fea when the wind blows hard. 
The bottom is a fine fand ; and from the heal- 
thy fituation of the fpot, would be an excel- 
lent place to eftablifti a bathing machine ; but 
there being no houfes near, a confiderable 
4Dbje£lion may arife from that circumftance* 

Oa this fhore the naturalift will find 
numerous attra^Slions for his fcientific re- 
fearches. A variety of f<^ls are impregnated 
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with the rocky fubftance of the clifls, toge- 
ther with native fpars ; — copperas ftones are 
frequently thrown by the tide on the beach ; 
*— and pieces of iron ore, in its primitive 
itate, are fometimes ftrewed along the fhore, 
Viens of rocks, (hooting from the cliflfe, run 
to a length that cannot be al'certained, into 
the fea. At a diflahce they appear like 
water-pipes ; and on examination are found 
to confift in the middle of a vein of black 
rock, covered with an incruftration of iron. 
The ftiape of thefe veins is Angular, bift 
very regular, and pointed;, they dart intq 
the fea among the other rocks which form 
the entrance of the cave. 

Several cavities appeared to be in the rocks 
as we viewed them towards the Needles, 
but none of them led to a fubterraneous paf« 
fage of any length. There are three or four 
at the bottom of the range called Main-* 
Bench, but none equal to Frefhwater-Cave, 

Having made all the obfervations we could 
on this bay, and the night creeping on apacej 
we retired to the village; but not with any 

very 
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very fanguine hopes of meeting with agree** 
able accommodations. We, however, found 
fuch as all thofe who are in pmfuit of the 
beauties of Nature, and can feaft on the de-^ 
lightful fcenes fhe prefents, will readily put 
up with. To fuch, a favoury raflier, a flice 
of brown bread, with a draught of hornet 
brewed beer, is a fe^ft; — the humble pallet, 
a bed of down. 

Wifhing to view a fun-rife on thefe hills, 
Ve rpfe by break of day ; but fo different 
are the morning and evening fcenes of the 
ifland from thofe oi^i the oppofite fhores, 
that it is fc^cely to be credited, unlefs you 
narrowly watch every operation of Nature. 
We expefted to have feen the fun burft from 
behind the eaftern hills, and immediately 
fcatter the dewy fubftances that fall in great 
profrifion here ; but inftead of viewing his 
rays contending only with the morning va-*- 
pours, as the day broke, a thick condenfed 
cloud reared itfelf from the fouth-eaft, and 
continued to increafe in its fize, till it enve-r 
loped all the hills in a gloomy Ihade. Short- 
ly after, a glimmering r?iy of light lkirte4 
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the horizon, and difiiiied its beams to every 
point, but that in fo weak and faint a man* 
ner as was far from pleaiing. From its earli>* 
eft approach, at the dawning of the day, we 
had entertained hopes of feeing the fun gild 
the tops of the mountains with all its bril*^ 
iknce> and break with grandeur on the 
neighbouring copfe ; but in this we wercj 
difappointed. We were informed by the 
farmers relident here, that they fcarcely 
eva knew the day break in this manner, 
with c1o\k1s accompanying tl^e opening 
dawn, but that the enfuing day proved 
^ery hot. For once, however, they were 
miftaken: during this day the rain fre^ 
quently defcended on our heads in tOT« 
rents. 

Allum Bay was our route on the fiicceed* 
ing day ; where our expectations were not in 
the leaft degree difappointed. In our way 
to it, feveral confined views, at the fiaot ci 
the moimtains, had much the fame appear- 
ance as the Cumberland and Weftmorland 
hills give to a pi6lure— a ftone-^iided cotr 
tage, with one-half pf the roof Hated, the 

other 
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Ofther (severed with a mofly thatch, fur^ 
rounded by pleafing clumps of trees and 
proje6lions of rocfcs from the overgrowa 
ferny heath ;— while a ftiattered gate bounds 
fome nearly-ruined ftony waU, that inclofes 
a flock of iheep, and confines them upon thai 
rugged fteep4 

Scenes of this kind frequently Ikirted thtf 
road's fide till we reached the fummit of the 
path that led to the warren. Here a new 
fcene ruflied upon us^ as pleafing as it was 
pi^urefque. The declivities of the valley 
Was a fine fpeciraen of broken ground ;— 
the burrows of the little inhabitants of 
the wsurren added relief to the rocks and 
verdure that adorned its fides ;— and a mix- 
ture of gravel and marie, with hare and 
there latiafles of white (and, contributed to 
the perfedlion that was vifible to every 
difcriminating eye ;— while the Needles ter- 
tmnated the firft fights the Ifle of Portland 
compofed the greateft difinnce^ 

As we defcended the road, a horfe, tied 
to a bulh^ 9bftruQ;ed our progrefs. Sup- 
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pofing it to belong to fome vifitor, like our- 
felves, of thefe pidlurefque fcenes, whoj 
finding the hill too fteep^ and the road too 
rugged, to ride down with fafety, had dif- 
mounted and walked down, we followed the 
example he had.fet us :— but what was our 
furprife when, coming up with the owner 
of the horfe, we recognized him to be my 
worthy friend, Mr. La Porte, a very ingeni- 
ous artiil ! 

Before our arrival, this geritleman had 
ranfacked the fpot; and did not helitate 
to pronounce the light equal to any he had 
ever feen, either in or out of the ifland 
we were upon. As from the nature of 
out* plan> oiu* fpecin^ens of this place muft 
fall very fhort of the numberlefs beauties 
it exhibits, for a more extenfiye reprefent- 
ation of them we will beg leave to refier 
our readers to the works of the beforeffnen- 
tioned artiil ; from whofe chafte and cor- 
rect pencil every beauty, juftly and plea- 
fmgly delineated, may be expe6ted ; and, 
from his rapturous exclamations when on 
the fpot, we are not without hopes that the 

next 
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next exhibition at the Royal Academy. Will 
be graced with them. 

The mountainous cliffs that form^AUum 
Bay are terrific in the extreme; a huge 
angle of rock, Ihelving over your head, is 
the conftant accompaniment of the heights ; 
and many of them are lyear feven hundred 
feet from the furface of the fea at low 
water. 

. In thefe rocks the progreffive operations 
of nature in their formation are eafily dif- 
cernible,— We fouiid them to be compofed 
of a regular gradation of fubdances, from 
a watery clay to a perfedl and fubftantial 
petrefa6tion* The winter blafts, and in- 
cef&nt ravages of the fea, frequently hurl 
large tufts of earth from tKe ftupendous 
heights to the (Irand beneath ; and thefe^ 
lying there immovable, gather from the 
undulations of the waves fmall ftiells, fof* 
fils^ and pieces of flint; till^ hardened by 
time and the petrifying quality of the 
water, they become at length a perfe6l 
fiibftance. 

We 
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We broke feveral large clumps, which 
had undergone this tranfmutation, and 
found that they had attra6led every ma- 
rine produ6lion« In their primary {late 
they appeared to have been chiefly clay> 
without any durability. Their fecond ftate 
was, when the water had thrown its fioat-> 
ing weeds round their fides, and had juft 
b^un to attract the foflil particles and 
pieces of broken fhells, which, entangling^ 
in the mofs and fegments, there remained, 
and contributed to their growing ftrength* 
In their third progreflion we found, that 
fDnt and fpar had forced their way 
into their centre, and cemented the earth 
together, till, in the courfe of time, the 
water had petrified, and clothed them with 
copperas ftones and iron ore for their out- 
ward coat. Their fourth and laft Hage was, 
where, the waves having wafhed them every 
tide, they plainly exhibited, on their out- 
ward appearance, all the foregoing fub- 
fiances entirely converted to hard folid 
rock. The minutenefs with which we ex- 
amined thefe ftones left us not the leaft 
room to doubt but that fait water is pof*: 
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ffeCfed of the power to petrify, in a feries 
of time, the fofteft and moft diffoluble af* 
fetnblage of earths. 

The fine white fand before mentioned i^ 
found here, about a hundred feet above the 
furface of the beach, of a peculiar quality. 
The ftratum liies between two others of 
clay. This fand is the only fort that is 
to be found in thefe kingdoms fit for mak- 
ing white glafs ; it is likewife ufed at Wor- 
cefter for manufadluring china; nor will any 
other do for thefe ufes. The miners em- 
ployed in digging it informed us, that this 
vein, from repeated examinations, has been 
found to run entirely through, from the ex- 
tremity of the point oppofite to Yarmouth 
to the downs of Afton. It belongs to Mr. 
Urry, of Yarmouth, and the profit arifing 
from it is very confiderable. As often as 
the weather will permit, veffels lie in Allum 
Bay to load with it. — Here likewife is dug 
the tobacco pipe clay before fpoken of. 

The compofitions of the foil which form 

thefe ftupendous heights are of the greateft 
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variety we ever met with-— The bottom is 
a^ hard mixture* of flint and chalky whofe 
dm*ability is able to encounter any attacks 
but the ocean's fury. The next vein is a 
black Ibftifh mud» or watery cl^^ over 
which is an ochre of a bright cail. Here 
the fand-pits take their rife^ whofe fira-- 
tunit meafuring ten feet in depths is iitu-* 
ated on the hard plain floor of ochre be-* 
fore meptionedy having above it another 
vein of. much the fa^^$ quality.' Ov«r 
theC^ we obferyed a variety of ccdoured 
clays and earths^ fome of whlc^ wei^ of 
9 perf^^i: pink and green huej^ with the 
^it^pof]tt;pn of chalky fli^t^ and mouldj 
withpu,t diftindlion. In (hprt, I fcarcely 
think th%t my part of the ki9g4pQi pro« 
duces^ in lb. fmall a compafs> fitgh a j^i^-^ 
ture of foil3. 

The workmen ai:e Cd4Qm s)b|e to cQt^U 
AUe working at the fa^d-pits. 1019^? than 
the month of O^ober ; fometimfift net ^ 
long. In the winter, the fea, agitated by 
the vbknt fbuth-weft winds^ wiajpfe tjien 
generally ldow> breaks into tbe^ pks^ amd^ 



( 1% ) 

undermiriihg the other, heights, t)rings 
down the whole force of the moimtaui. 
When th'efe cralhes happen, they may be 
diftindtiy heard at the village of Frelh- 
water, though two miles diflant. 

This fufficiently accomits for the great 
quantities of rock thiat bind the fliores. 
When they fall to the water's edge, every 
tide, as bef6i?e obferved, adds permanency • 
to their fubftanee. A little nearer to the 
chalky fides of Frefhwater downs we ftiU 
found greats cavities in the earth. The 
quantity of rain that in this part fweeps 
along the downs, here finds a vent. The 
ddy being rainy, and boiftarous, we enjoyed 
peculiar fatisfa6lion from viewing the ra- 
vageis inceflkntly committed by it. — A bold 
ifaream iffued from the top of the rocks, 
which joined feveral fmaller ones about a 
quai^er of the way down ; where, violently 
burfting on the large clumps of iron ore 
from which the earth had been waflied, 
they gave gi'andeur and beiauty to the 
fcene. When the torrents caufed by thd 
rain are v»y violent, they carry all befOTe 
M 2 them 
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Aem from the hieights, leaving their iitn-^' 
pregnations on the furface of the earth. 
Large niafles, of a green colour, appeared 
on many of the points, which we fuppofed 
to have been caufed by the quantity of 
copperas that lies on the rocks ; and we 
likewife found feveral (lones ftrongly ih- 
fufed with a tin6lure of that mineral. * 

Nor are thefe cliflfe deficient in iron ; fe- 
vetal fprings ifliie from the fides of them^ 
which, in their paflage to the fea, leave a 
fediment behind them tin6lilred with it. 
A great quantity of iron ore lies along the 
beach, which, like the rocks before de- 
fcribed, had received additional ftrength 
from having been expofed to the air and 
fea. Some of thefe we found as foft as 
clay, and many harder than the rockisj 
themfelves; for, on oppofing their ftrength, 
the iron remained whole, while the rockS 
chipped in pieces. 

Thefe rocks and earths, when the wate^ 
leaves them, appear very like the Glaciere 
mountainsjt in Switzerland; feveral hun- 
. . dred 
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dred points Ihoot upwards, gradually de- 
creafing in their circumference. We ob-^ 
ferved that the fprings, even when not aug- 
jnented by the rain, formed two or three 
cafcades ; and thefe, ^t the time we viewed 
them, were by no means contemptible ones^ 
We thought them fo interefting that we 
took the annexed view of thexn. But it 
piuft be obferved, that as thefe fcenes, from 
the before-mentioned devaftations, alter 
every year, they may not perhaps be 
found exa6tly in the fame pofition as when 
^viewed by us. Whether they are or no, 
it is certain they will not be feen to lefs 
advantage, as every fummer adds frefli, 
though tranfient beaiities to them. 

The time to fee them in their greateft 
.perfeftion mull be while the fun is fet-p. 
ting ; his beams then giving additional 
force to every touch Nature fo wantonly 
fports with ; as they ftand at the clofe of the 
day dire6lly in his focus. 

We now paffed along the beach, ftill 

nearer tp the white borders of the Neer 
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dies, where frefli obje6ls enchanted ouf 
fight. A ftupendous afcent, near five hun- 
dred feet in height, with another rather 
lefs, one of them of a perfe6t pink colour, 
the other of a bright ochre with its foot 
covered with the green fediment of cop- 
peras, had an appearance as wonderful as 
uncommon. So fudden a difference, though 
fingular, muft, when blended in a pi6lure, 
produce a charming harmony » The only 
ftiff obje6t was the white cliffe ; but the 
glare of thefe was rather alleviated by the 
weeds which hung down them> and the 
blue furface of the flints. 

The point that extends to thofe fatal 
rocks, called the Needles, (which once» 
there is not the leaft room to doubt, form- 
ed the extremity of the land,) is near a 
quarter of a mile in length* From its 
fides flow feveral ftreams, but they are too 
fmall to form a body. The quality of the 
water of thefe ftreams is allowed, by feve^ 
ral gentlemen who have analized it, to be 
very good. They are chiefly chalybeate ; 
but one we tafted left the ranccwrous flavour 

of 
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6f copperas behind. It was ftdt, however, 
fufficient to affe6l the ftcmiach. There is 
every probability that this long wafte will 
in time become, like the Needles, a terror 
to feamen ; but it will require many cen- 
turies to iwing fo grand an obje6l to per- 
feiSion. 

As we returned, a number of finall ftones 
rattled down from the fides of the rocks^ 
which we thought, at firft, were thrown by 
fome playforae boys who were above ; but 
we fpon. found it was occafioned by thq 
flieep that were gracing on the very brink 
of the precipice, fome of whom had eveii 
got below the edge, in order to pick up 
the herbs that flcirt its brow. 

The only inhabitants of this dreadful 
promontory are gulls ahd puffings, who re- 
fort to it about the month of May, to 
breed, and leave it towards September. 
The country peopk refid^nt in this part of 
the ifland are very dexterous in taking the 
€ggs of thefe birds. This they do by 
means of an iron crow* which they fix 
M 4 into 
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into the ground on the top of the clifBi, and 
fufpending themfelves from it, in a balket 
faftened to a rope, they get at the nefts,— 
A method not unlike that purfued by th0 
gatherers of famphire, from the fide of 
Dover Cliff, as defcribed by Shakefpeare^ 
in his King Lear : 



Half way down 



" Hangs one that gathers ramphire;-HireadfiiI trade! 
<< Methinks, he feems no bigger than his head.'* 

As foon as the men get thus fufpended, 
they halloo ; upon which the birds quit 
the holes wherein their eggs are depofited*, 
and, flying away, leave them a prey to the 
unfeeling plunderer. The eggs of thefe 
birds are found here in great plenty, and 
this is the only part of the coaft where 
they build. Some of them make even 
the Needles a receptacle for their young. 
Strangers frequently buy thefe eggs 
through ciuriofity ; but they are feldom 
eaten, except by the country people who 
take them, and who likewife fometimes 
deftroy the birds for the f^e of Xh^ 
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featkerS, by knocking them down with 
flicks as they fly out of their holes* 

The chief food of thefe birds is fiflii 
which they take with extraordinary agi-* i 
lity, picking them up as they Ikim along 
the furface of the fea. The puffing is 9 
fpecies of the feaguU, differing from it only 
in colour, its head and wings being pro* 
iriifcuoufly covered with brown fpots.— • 
Many gentlemen refort to thefe cliffs, in 
order to enjoy the amufement of ftiooting ; 
^nd as, upon hearing the report of the gun, 
feveral hundreds of the birds leave their 
Jioles at a tijne, and hover about, they ge-* 
nerally find excellent fport. 

At Lymington the Needles have a very 
pjeafing appearance, not unlike that which 
St^ Catherine's mak^ when feen from 
Frefhwater gate. The Angular effe6ls that 
time has wrought on the beach of thefe 
celebrated rocks, was the laft thing which 
engaged our attention* — ^The pebbles and 
flints lying on the furface of it, are per- 
fectly fmooth, from the repeated fiiftion of 
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tli9 waves^ and the force with which the 
fea dafhes them againft each other ; fo that 
they appear exacUy like a great number of 
msMrbles, only of a more confiderable fize. 
Here likewife many veins of iron, refem« 
Uing water-pipes, like thofe at Frelhwater 
gate, before defcribed, launch a long way 
into the fea ; and, although the bottom is 
iandy, it requires a thorough knowledge of 
the coaft to land dear of the rocky parts. 

The weeds> called here by the country 
people delfe and tangle, grow and flouriih 
on thefe rocks ; and they are likewife fu- 
perbly touched with a bright yellow mofs^ 
which adds relief to the other tints that 
ftrew the fliore. Allum is alfo found here> 
but in no great quantity, nor very good in 
its quality. From- this circumftance we may 
fuppofe the bay to have received iu name. 
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SECTION X. 

WE now left this place, but not with- 
out great regret, having received 
mexpreflible pleafure from its tremendous 
grandeur ; of which we have endeavom-ed 
to give our readers fome idea in the an- 
nexed, plate. Having mounted our horfes, 
and being joined by the gentleman we had 
accidentally fallen in with, we fat out with 
a defign to afcend the downs of Frefli- 
water ; but miffing the road, we attempt- 
ed to climb the mountain. The flippery- 
nefs, however, of the grafs, occafioried by 
the rain and the fleepnefs of its fides, pre- 
vented us from, carrying this defign into 
execution. We accordingly difmounted, 
and, with great difficulty, regained the 
road. And we would take this opportunity 
to caution all thofe who vifit the Ifle of 
Wight, not, in any part of it, to leave 
the beaten road, if they can poflibly avoid 
it ; for though the people of the country, 
who are not eafily terrified at any intrica- 
cies, can readily find the neareft way from 

place 



place to place over the downs, yet if yavt 
do not perceive a track to lead up the hill, 
you may be affured there is no paflable road 
that way. 

Having regaled ourfelves at Frelhwater 
gate, we again mounted the downs of 
Afton, From the extreme height of thefe 
plains, and of the adjacent ones, we gener-^ 
ally found the fummits of them barren, while 
the vallies are exceedingly fruitful ; and 
where, the hills are cultivated, and graia 
fown, from the almpft continual north-eaft 
winds that fweep over them in the winter, 
9nd their being expofed to the . fcorching 
r?iys of the fun in the fummer, (a contraft 
wnf;avourable to vegetation,) vve often ob^ 
ferved, that while a part of it was green, 
the reft was ftunted and parched up. This 
difference in the ripenefs, together with the 
fmallnefs of the ear, even in its higheft per^ 
fe6lion, renders the cultivation of corn on 
thefe elevated fpots very unprofitable, and 
not worthy of the farmer's attention. 

They, however, afford a fweet and rida 
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paftlif fe for Iheep, and fome are kept upoit 
them ; yet not fo many as there mi^ht be ; 
nor is it in the power of argument to pre- 
vail on the farmers to extend fo beneficial 
a branch. The Iheep in thefe parts appear 
to be of the Dorfetlhire breed — 'tall, and 
well flee(ied ; — ^and the mutton is equal in 
goodnefs to any in Great Britain* 

^ Wilhing to keep as clofe to the fea (hore 
as.poflible, we now made for Compton 
Chine ; but met with nothing interefting 
till we crofled Compton Down ; we then 
came to a fmall village', called Brook. 
The chine of Brook has a greater chafm 
to prefent than Compton ; but even this 
did not come up to our expe6lations. 
The village of Brook lies in a recefs form- 
ed by two mountains, which flielter it from 
the violence of the winds. 

The places to which, in thefe parts, 
the name oi chine is given, are breaks or 
chafms in the cliffs, which feeni to have 
been occafioned by fome violent eruption 
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or infringement of the ocean. Througfe 
fome of them we obferved fprings to flow. 

From Brook we crcrfTed to Mottifton; and 
in om* way .pafled through a foil entirely 
difierent from any we had hitherto feen. 
For near two miles the furface of the road 
confided of fand, perfeftly red* Under this 
was a vein of white fand. And beneath 
that a great quantity of iron ore, intermixed 
with flint and chalk. 

The variation of the foil in this ifland is 
beyond defcription. They may be truly 
termed the vagaries of Nature ; in which 
ihe fports with imcontroUed extravagance. 
Every year, to an obfervant and frequent 
vifitor of the ifland, flie prefents {pmething 
new ; and in every alteration flie feems to 
be more luxuriant. To-day we find hef 
thrufting forth fome bold promontory into 
the fea, in order to check the impetuous 
waves, and aflbrd the mariner an afylum 
from their ftiry. To-morrow, unmindful 
of the magnificence of her former work, ihe 
hurls the foaming wave againft its ftately 
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fide, and levels it with the humbler fliore ; x 
and probably after Having tumbled thU 
precipice headlong down its craggy fteep, 
Ihe forms a rugged ftony channel for fomer 
rapid torrent, produced by the heavy rains 
that fo frequently annoy the weftern coafts 
of England ; which rulhing down its fidd 
&rms at once mafles for the artift, andpre-r 
fents a pleafing fight to the curious fpec« 
tator. 

The hills of Yarmouth, as well as the 
vallies of Newtown and Shalfleet, were no 
longer vifible, as we proceeded to Mottiftoni 
being intercepted by the Brixton mountains, 
which', from their height, except diredlly in 
the road-way, are utterly impaffable. The 
village of Mottifton is a very defirable fpot; . 
plea£mtfy fituated, and commanding charm-» 
ing.views of the lea. The church is antique 
but almoft robbed of its grandeur by the 
modem mode of beautifying we have fo of^ 
ten cenfu(:ed« 

About half a mile from the village, aftor 
yue had left it, a fcene prefented itfelf that 
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ftruck us with furprize and admiration. Th^ 
village, behind us, which is almoft furround-* 
ed by woods, juft opened fufficient to pre- 
fent its church, fpire, and entrance ; toge- 
ther with an old houfe of ftone, which the 
fun caught full upon ; — ^the trees lying in 
• jhadow, formed the fore-ground ; — ^while 
the diftant cliffs of Frelhwater, Main Bench^ 
and Scratchel's Bay, dofed upon the verdure 
of the wodd which furrounded the village, 
and brought it out ; — the relief was aftonifti- 
ing, and the fight peculiarly pleafing. The 
fea lay in Ihadow in the diftance ; and feve-' 
jral veffels, with light glancing on their top- 
fails, finifhed the view* 

Such fcenes frequently encounter the eyle 
here, but fall infinitely ftiort when defcribedi 
of what they are in reality. To pourtray 
them in their own glowing colours is not in 
the power of my pen or piencil ; to point out 
fuch as are moft ftriking, and to give a de- 
fcription as nearly adequate as poflible, 13 
the utmoft I can do. 

The downs of Brixton on our left often 
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di&rd3d fine back-grounds. A number of 
recks ftart from the brows of the hills, the 
mofs and grafs charmingly blending on their 
furface* A few patches of white, occafion- 
ed by holes which the flieep had made to lie 
in, werfe rather difgufting to the fight* From 
the very great height of the rocks, the fheep 
that grazed on the brows of them appeared 
like dots of white; they, however, when 
they grouped^ilrongly heightened the effedl. 
There, was a littlenefs in the valley before 
us, oqc^fioned by feveral aukward clumps of 
ill-grown trees, that broke the fine fweeps it 
took. The hill of St. Catherine's and Ap- 
puldutcombe terminated the view. Black 
Down alfo prefented its loftinefs, and added 
to the fcene. 

We left Pitt Place and Chilton Chine 
to the right, and paffed on to Brixton, 
or, as it is called here, Brifon. The cor- 
ruption of this proper name renders it ne- 
ceflary for me to mention, that the names 
of places are not uncommonly corrupted in 
thefe parts. Nay, if you enquire the road 
to any place, calling it as it is ufually writ- 
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ien^ the odds are confiderably againfi yott^ 
but that they tell you there is no fuch place^ 
Even the people of Newport indulge them-« 
felves in thefe liberties ; fo that unlefs you 
have a map with you to rectify their mif- 
nomers, you are very often at a lofs how ta 
proceed. 

Brixton is one of the largeft villages in 
this part of the ifland^ and^ in my opinioti^ 
one of the pleafanteft. The road through 
it is clean, and kept in good order. It ii 
conveniently fituated, in poiAt of diftance^ 
from, the bay to which it gives namel , The 
parifh church belonging to it ftands to-^ 
wards the (kirts of the village ; but thid 
alfo has had the iron hand of embdliflw 
ment laid ^on it. A ftream paffes through 
this place, which takes it rife near Mottif- 
ton, and empties itfelf into the bay at Jack-*' 
matf s Chine, At the bottom of the village, atf 
we courfed its fides, we obferved this brook 
to widen, when it afforded a pleafmg elFe£t«* 

The inundation of the fea, completing 
what fpme eruption had begun^ forins hertf 
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©ffiort declivity, overgrown with fcrubby 
bufties. There is alfo a boat-houfe here, 
where feveral Jboats are kept in readinefs to 
aflift the unfortiinate mariners, iji cafe of 
Ihipwrecks, which are not unfrequenton 
this coaft. The bay, as to its appearance, 
affords nothing very pleafing to the fight ; 
«very wave, however, that broke upon its 
Jbeach, where there is a conftant furf, 
j)rought a charm with it. 

' This furf we foon viewed in all its ter- 
rors; for the morning turning hazy, a ftorm 
commenced, which obliged us to take Ihel- 
ter in the boat-houfe. From hence we faw 
•the fea, with its wonted fury, waging war 
•with the more peaceable cliff*; while the 
torrent, in wild career, rufhing from the 
heights down the clay and ftony fteep, 
forced its way through the foaming bil- 
dows, and tinftured with its ftreams the 
borders of the bay. 

After waiting an hour, by which time 
the ftorm was abated, we again fet for- 
ward, with a determination to fkirt the 
N » boimdaries 
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boundaries of the cliffs which lay heareft to 
the fea. Several recefTes obtrude themfelves 
on the land, but without producing that 
terrific effect we had frequently feen them 
do. 

We fwept round the Bay of Brixton, buft 
received no very gf eat pleafure from view- 
ing its formal plains. Oil our left we ob- 
ferved Black Down to open, and prefent us 
with a view of Culver Cliffs, which lie at 
the eaRern extremity of the iflaiid.' The 
vallies throughout the ifland frequently 
form a curve round the foot of fome dread* 
ful precipice, and lead your fight to the 
moft beautiful fcenes. We were here gra- 
tified with one of thefe j which, difdaining 
all bounds, began its opening at Sandownr» 
to the eaftward, and turning round the 
foot of St. Catherine's^ joined the vallies 
of Brixton and Chale, and from thence ran 
on to Frefhwater. Notwithftanding we 
were now on the lowed part of the ifland, 
we had a very plain and diftinft view of its 
extremell boimds* 
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: it may be neceffary to remark, for the 
benefit of thofe who vifit thefe parts, that, 
in going round this coaft, great inconve- 
nience attends keeping clofe to the fea ; 
as the road over the downs is impaflable 
for carriages, and even very troublefome to 
thofe on horfehack ; there being near fifty 
gates between Frelhwater. gate and St. 
Catherine's, and thofe of the wprft kind. 
In almoft every field we were obliged to dif- 
moiint, in order to cut the cords by which 
they were fattened, otherwife we fhould not 
have been able to have proqeeded, 

• Continuing our route, we came to Barnsr 
Hole, which might properly be deemed a 
chine. As the operations of Nature in the: 
formation of works of this kind admit of 
many hypothdes, I fliall give my opinion 
of it with diffidence. Barns Hole is a vaft 
chafm in the earth, fronting the fea, which 
extends 3 cpnfiderable way tow^ds Brixton ; 
and, as you enter it, infpires the mind with 
horror. The entrance has the appearance 
of leading to fome flibterraneous pafiage, 
which furnilhes a retreat for a neft of rob- 
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bers. The fides of it are four hundred feet 
high, meafured from the water, and are 
coated on the outfide with a difinal black ^ 
earth, which confirms the terror impreffed 
on the imagination by the firft view of it-. 
It is furrounded by a loathfome, unfruitful 
foil, and fcarcely a fhrub cares to ding to 
its ikeep afcents. A flream paflTes through 
it that empties itfelf into thefea* 

: The refie6lions that arofe in our minds 
on viewing fuch a combination of fbriking 
efFe6ls, were, that they mufl have been oc- 
cafioned by fome great convulfion of Na- 
ture ; who, being internally overloaded, dif- 
charged the extraneous matter by fome ter- 
rible eruption. This fuppofition feems to be 
confirmed by the quantity of minerals, and 
the variety of foils, that are found about 
it. Sev^al fpecim^is of fulphurous matter^ 
though not very ftrongly impr^nated^ lay 
on the (hore. 
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SECTION XL 

WE now made our way towards Ather- 
field Pointy leaving the village of 
Atherfield, andalfo Kingftone, to theleft* 
A great nohlenefs of valley extends all the 
way to Chale ; but it is too much cultivated 
to afford an artift fetisfaiStion* 

r Still continuing on the downs^ we came 
to that point of Chale Bay which is called 
Atherfield Point, traverfing nearly the fame 
kind of foil and country we had hitherto 
done. The hills of St. Catherine began 
now to form a noble appearance. At 
Frefliwater, as we obferved before^ they 
looked like caflles ; here they appeared 
l?ke f brtrefles of great ftrength. From the 
regular breaks in the rocks, and thefe being 
not unlike gun-ports, or embrafures, they 
might, about twilight, be eafily miftaken for 
fuch. 

Its heights are grand and pifturefquet 
and they clearly prove that this ifland, 
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with regard to its formation, has every 
advantage ; for where the fegj would, from 
the part being moft exjpofed to its fury, 
have committed a breach, the land, bpldly 
rifing, prote6ls it from every inundation. 
And, if we may judge from what the inhabi- 
tants fay of it, the Ifle of Wight has fcarcely 
its equal in the world.— Its land (fay they) 
is fertile ; its hulbandmen induftrious ; ita 
females prolific ; its hills a fure prote6lion 
from the deyaftations of the fea ; its coafts 
too rocky to admit the approach of an ene- 
my ; and, above all, its inhabitants chear- 
ful, good tempered, and hofpitable; all 
imiting in the wilh and endeavour to ren- 
der their ifland attractive in every refpeft 
to ftrangers, 

I mufl here remark, that the parts of 
the ifland we were before fpeaking of, are 
fo unlike the eaftern fhores, in point of 
appearance, that was a perfon ta be fud-? 
denly tranfported from one part to. th^ 
other, I am of opinion he wojuld fcarcely 
belieye he were upon the fame: Iflarfd; ' 
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We now pafled Walpan Chine, and ano- 
ther fmall infringement of the ocean, where 
are a few huts belonging to fpme boatmen 
and fifhermen, which feverely feel the ra- 
vaging eflfefts of the fea. About the middle 
of Chale Bay, on the top of the cliflfe, there 
flands a houfe, which appears to have been 
eredled for the reception of travellers ; but 
at the time we pafled it, it was locked up ; 
fo th^t we could procure no refrefhment. 

We now arrived at one of thofe cavities 
before defcribed, called Black-Gang Chine, 
which we were informed received its name 
from a gang of pirates who formerly made 
it their place of refidence ; and its appear^ 
ance feems fully to confirm this fuppofition; 
for it is far more dreadful to behold than 
thofe mentioned in the foregoing fe6liQns. 
The fize of the chafm, and its tremendous 
(helving rocks,* cannot fail of infpiring the 
mind with horror. The imagination, while 
viewing it, may almoft l^d the inquifitive 
traveller to fancy that the earth had juft 
.Opened her horrid jaws, and, from the very 
fpot on which be then flood, had entombed 
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in her bowels fome unwary traveller, wKc, 
like himfelf* was prying into the wonderful^ 
operations of Nature. — ^l never beheld fo 
awful a fight as thefe ponderous deeps ex*-: 
hibit. The ficfes of the chafm, which are 
little fhort of ftve hundred feet high, are 
fiielving, and many parts of the top are 
oycrfpread with Ihrubs. 

On its fummit a Ipring takes its rife, and 
winds flowly down to the fea. The flow- 
nefs of its courfe prevents it from proving 
detrimental to the cliffs. The water iffuing 
i&XMn this fpring is of a peculiar nature* 
It acts as a gentle aperient. When firit 
poured into a bottle, it is as clear as cryflal ; 
but after remaining in it fome time, a very 
confiderable fediment appears at the bottom. 
We feparated fome of this fediment, and 
found it to contain particles of iron ore, 
which emitted a fujphuroiis fmell. Sev«al 
copperas flones lay about, efpecially in the 
ilreams proceeding from the fprings, which 
feemed to be in their native ftate. Some 
fpecimens of rock allum were likewife 
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ftrewed arotinci, but notiir the lame pr<>« 
fufion as at AUum Bay. 

Many ftiips have fatally experienced thf 
deftruiSlive efFe6ts of the rocks that lin^ 
Chale Bay. — ^They juft lurk underneath the 
furface of the water, and, in conjunction 
with the Cape of Rocken End, occafion 
very heavy fwells, efpecially if the wind 
be foutherly. When the tide runs ftrong, 
^nd the wind is fouth-weft, if a veffel i$ 
not far enough to the fouthward to weather 
the point of St. Catherine's, fhe is fure to 
be upon, the rocks. It is ftili within the 
remembrance of many, that, during one 
tempeftuous night, not lefs than fourteen 
lail met their fate in this dangerous bay: 
and fcarcely a winter pafles but what ac-^ 
cidents of the fame kind happen* But as 
for fome years pad boats have been kept in 
readinefs,^ and men are conftantly attend- 
ing to afford every afliftance upon fuch oc-^ 
cafions, many lives have been preferved. 

We are forry, however, to be obliged to 
jidd, thai the lavage cuftpm of plundering 
. , wrecks. 
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wreekSi and dripping the dead, whenev^ 
thefe accidents happen, too much prevails 
amcHig the country people relident on the 
weftem eoaft. Deaf to the calls of Humanity, 
thefe unfeeling wretches hear with uncon^ 
cern the cries of the fhipwrecked mariner, 
ftruggling with the boifterous waves ; or fee 
the beauteous corfe of fome fair paflenger 
lying lifelefs on the beach, perhaps ftill pref- 
fing a beloved infant to her Ix^om. Intent 
only on fecuring their ill-got property, they 
cannot beftow a thought on the unfortunate ; 
nor will one among them fuflfer a tender fen- 
fation to make its way to his heart. 

To procure a reftoration of the property 
thus inhumanly obtairted, or to bring thefe 
lawlefs plunderers to juftice, is equally im-« 
pradlicable; as every one fhares in the 
plunder, it is the' intereft of every in-* 
dividual to unite in concealing or defend*^ 
ing it. 

The falvage ufually allowed for faving 
merchandize from (hips wrecked, may 
fometimes be thought, worth' attention^^ 
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nndte the means of prote6ling it from kva^ 
ricibus depredators ; but as it is feldpm that 
any emokiment arifes from the prefervation 
of lives, little attention is in general paid 
to that point. Were bl premium to be of- 
fered by government for every perfon pre-* 
ferved from a fhipwrecked veffel, and a me- 
dal> as a badge of dillin6lion, added to it 
by fome great perfonage ; or was a fociety 
to be eftablifhed for the promotion of fa 
benevolent a purpofe ; mahy that now pe- 
rifh for want of rieeidfiil affiftance, might be 
reftored to ufefulnefs and fociety^ 

It has been known that the mbft daring 
exertions on thefe occafions have met with 
a very inadequate recompence. — An inftaiicc 
of this kmd is ftill talked of in the Ifle of 
Wight. At the time the Juno, a Dutch 
frigatej was loft on this coaft, a fmuggler, 
with four * other perfcMis, ventured cut to 
her afliftance, notwithftanding they were in 
the extremeft danger from the violence of 
the furf, which every inftant made its way 
over the boat. They, however, at length 
gained the Ihip, and brought off, and fafely 

landed 
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landed the whole of the crew, except three 
perfons, who were waflied off the raft. And 
for a deed which Britilh feamen alone could 
have accomplilhed ; — 2l deed worthy of the 
higheft praife, and the moft ample remune- 
ration ; — ^the only recompence they received 
was a paltry ten pound bank note. — Can we 
wonder then that fuch exertions are not more 
frequently heard of ? 

We could not pafs the fatal fpot where fo 
many brave feamen, the fupport and glory 
of this commercial kingdom, find an im- 
timely grave, without heaving a figh ; and, 
at the fame time indulging a ivifh that 
fome method may be devMed to prevent 
every avoidable decrfeafe of fo valuable m 
body of men. 

V Leaving this gloomy track, we proceeded 
to the village of Chale, which lies about a 
mile to the left of the Chine, and is but a 
fmall and irregular place. The church, 
which was founded during the reign of 
Henry the Firfl, is, in the tower part, very 
much like, that of Carifbrpok, but not fo 
•iarge^ 

As 
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As yoii afcend the hill beyond it, looking; 
back, the valley toward Frefhwater appeari 
Very extenfive; — Brixton down binds the 
iright-hand fcreens ;r-the ocean diminiChes 
to the left; — while the cliffs at the Nee^ 
dies clofe the land view^ and in fome degree 
foften th6 formal valley. Too great a num- 
ber of unpleafing lines range down the dale, 
vrhich throws a ftifFnefs over it. 

* The people of the ifland call it a garden ; 
and fo it really is ; but in too great a degree 
to pleafe an amateiu' of the true pi6lurefque. 
This part of the ifland, as to its appearance, 
differs very much from thp northern par^ 
vfhich is occafioned by a want of wood to 
give a variegation to its colours. A fame^ 
nefs runs through the whole, the downs of 
Brixton excepted, which in fome parts are 
fcrubby, with tooken ground ; but in this 
not equal to what we afterwards law on the 
toft-fide of St. Catherine's* 

From Chale we mounted St. Catherine's 
Hill, which we found far fteeper than any 
we had hitherto met with ; and nearly th* 
whole way was not very fafe for a horfe. 

The 
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The! roid lies on the fide of a predpieef^ at 
leaft three hundred feet high, and tremend«» 
ous to look down; the oppofite fide is 
bounded by a bank. After fome difficulty 
we at length attained its fummit^ 

This hill is faid to be the higheft in th& 
ifland ; but whether it is fo we will not takd 
upon ourfelyes to fay; as^ after frequent 
experiments^ fuch as comparing it with the 
appearance of the other hills/ we {till re- 
mained in doubti 

Stories are told by the inhdbitants of the 
pari{h of Chale of the finking of Week down^ 
which lies about three miles offi in the in- 
termediate way between St. Catherine's and 
Shanklin down. They fay, that formerly 
Shanklin down, through the interference of 
Week down, could only be feen from St. 
Catherine's ; whereas now it is vifible from 
Chale down ; confequently either Week 
down muft have funk confiderably, or 
Shanklin down mufl: have iocreafed its alti- 
tude. And fome of the old people tell you 
that this has partly happened within thdr 

own 
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own remembrance* So wonderful are the 
operations of Nature, that it is not for m^n 
to lay, " It cannot be \' but this is an event 
fo far out of her ufual courfe, that I own I 
could not readily give credit to it. 

On the top of St. Catherine's is a light- 
houfe> arid a beacon, neither of which are 
now ufed. The tower ferves, in the day 
time^ for an excellent larid-mark ; it being 
near eight hundred feet above the level of 
the fea at low water. A fmall part of the 
chapel is remaining ; it is in for man o6la-» 
gon, and by fome called the hermitage, from 
the circumftance of a prieft's having formerly 
inmiured himfelf in it from the world. 

As we examined the infide of this place 
of holy retirement, the ftory of Dr. Gold- 
fmith's Hermit inftantly occurred to our re- 
membrance, and impreffed itfelf on our 
minds. The hearth whereon he had once 
trimmed the chearful embers ; the wicket ; 
and many other circumftances, led. us to 
fancy that this might have been the fpot 
where Edwin had taken up his abode ; and 

VoB. L O that 
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that the pleafing tale owed its birth to the 
Hermitage of St. Gatherinef's. The wilder- 
nefs alone was wanting to complete the ima- 
gined fcene. 

The views from the hill are very exten- 
five, and likewife reminded us of that ele- 
gant and natural poet who, in his "Travel- 
ler," from among the Alpkie folitudes looks 
down, and thus exclaims: 

*' Ye glittering towns, with wealth and fplendor crowirM, 
** Ye fields, where fummer fpreads profuiion ropnd, 
*< Ye lakes, whofe veflels catch the bufy g^e, 
'* Ye bending fwains, that drefs the flow'ry vale^ 
<* For me your tributary (lores combine' } 
** Creation's tenant, all the world is mine." 

We had from hence a complete view round 
the ifland, except in one point, which was 
interrupted by the downs of Brixton, thefe 
lying too near the fight. — 'To the weft, the 
iflands of Purbec and Portland were very 
diftinguifliable ;-^theland towards Lyming- 
ton feemed almoft to join the ifland; a 
fmall part of the channel by which it is fe- 
parated being vifible, but barely fufficient to 
let you fee what it was ;— -the New Foreft 

reared 
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Teareft its oaks on the hills, and ranged to 
the mouth of Hampton water ; — ^the point 
towards Monckton fort was perfe6lly con- 
fpiciious, and the hills of Portfdown clofed 
its extent ; — ^we could alfo fee land at a very 
great diftance to the eaftward ; and it is af- 
firmed by fome, that the point which forms 
the bay of Brighton, is to be perceived 
from hence. 

. The Culver cliffs bound another valley, 
which, as before obferved, joins Brixton dale. 
The woody defcents of Ride feemed to flope 
gradually to the water's edge, and foftened 
the harfher lines of the mountains. 

On the fide of the hill of St. Catherine's 
that lies towards the fea, the defcent is quite 
p^pendicular, 'till interrupted by a fmall 
jflat green of no confiderable width, when it 
again defcends in the fame abrupt manner, 
^o the water's edge. The river Medina takes 
Its rife at the foot of this hill, and after paf- 
. fing through Newport, empties itfelf into 
the fea at Cowes. The fources from whence 
the river (Alginates, are fecured by this hill 
O 51 from 



from any inundation of the fea j vvKicSi tfw 
inhabitants fay was never known to happen 
on any part of their coafts, except during 
the winter months^ in a fmall degree ab 
Gurnet bay^ 

When we defcended the hill^ an odd dr— 
cumftance attra6led our noticei which though 
trivial in itfelf, we mention, as- it may ap- 
pear as fmgular to our readers as it did to 
us. It being harveft time, a chearfulnefs 
and jollity feemed ta prevail at a farm^-houfe 
we paffed at the bottom of the hill, which 
did not extend to the whole of the inhabi^^- 
tants ; for we obferved that a fine gamecock 
and his feathered mate walked about in a 
melancholy mood. Inftead of ^^ proudly 
llrutting before his dame to the (lack, ot 
the barn door/^ as the cock defcribed by 
^f ilton did» poor Chanticleer went flowly on^ 
with a large piece of fiat ftick faftened to bis 
bres^, followed by his folitary companion^, 
dame Partlet ,. wha had a clog tied to ber leg^ 
of the fame kind as thofe fixed on the 1^ 
of horfes, though not fo large. And this^ 
was done we found to prevent their entering 

the 
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the fields, ^id committing depredations on 
the newly reaped cotn. We foon after faw 
feveral others hampered nearly in the fame 
fpanner. — A fight, at once fo droll and fd 
fiqvel, afforded us no little entertainment. 

Froin St. Catherine's we crofled the com- 
Inon fields to Niton, which is frequently 
Jermed Crab Niton, Irom the great numbet 
of crabs foujid pii that cc^ft. The Want of 
fk good road to this village makes the vifiting 
it very inconvenient to travellers. The foil 
here is of a different nature from what we 
Jiad hitherto paffed ; it appeared tp confift 
-of a fine mould, without any mixture of its 
favourite laocbmpajiiment, chalk. 

From the top of Su Catherine's this vil- 
lage prefejits itfelf as one of the neareft ; 
GodfiU, Brixton, Mottifton, Chale, Kingf- 
ton, and feveral others .are alfo within fight. 

The village of Niton has nothing of novel- 
ty to ^ttra6t attention, nor has it even plea- 
fantnefs of fituation to boaft ; it being en- 
tirely iiwnwed between two bills, fo that 
O 3 there 
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there is neither a view of the fea, nor a good^ 
land profpe6l to be had from it. There ia 
a neat brick houfe in it belonging to the 
Rev. Mr. Barwis, which is the only one wor? 
thy of notice ; all the reft are cottages, in-*^ 
termixed with a few farm-houfes. 

From henee we took the right-hand road 
to Buddie ; where a part of the cliffs break 
up, and form the commencement of thofe 
called Under Cliff. The appearance of this 
immenfe pile of rocks is noble, pidlm'efqiie, 
and grand ; and fo fpacious^ are they, that 
the downs of Chale are fupported by them. 
All the broken rocky parts, which have 
been fepai:ated from the main body, are 
over-grown vsdth ihrubs, and fweetly foften 
their rugged texture. Several cottages rear 
their heads from among the bufhes, and, 
by contrafting Art with Nature in its rudeft 
ftate, (hows to great advantage the roman-^ 
tic face of the latter. 

This point affords a great variety of ob- 
je6ls:— a clump of bufhes frequently re- 
lieves a piece of rock, which, as if aibam- 
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cd to fhew itfelf, hides the greateft part 
of its grandeur in a bed of mofs, or clay. 
Here, as juft obferved, the commencement 
of Under CJifF, towards Steep-hill, or Steeple^ 
as it is commonly called, takes pl^ce. And 
the name of Under Cliff is not improper- 
ly given to it ;. as a huge precipice, of a 
very confiderable height, hung fhelving on 
our left-hand for many miles. In fome 
places it was at leaft five hundred feet from 
the level of the fea ; in others not quite fo 
jnuch. 
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SECTION XII. 

NEAR Niton we received fo cordial and 
hofpitable a reception &oin a farmer 
refiding there, that to pafs it lumoticed 
vrould argue at once a want of gratitude 
imd fenfibility.— It was one of thofe deli^ 
ciou$ moments that a heart fet in unifon 
with Sterne's, could alone fully enjoy — ^the 
pen of Sterne alone truly ddTcribe. — ^The 
power of obliging feemed to make happy ; 
— the eyes of our kind hoft fparkled with 
pleafure when we partook of the refrefli- 
ment fet before us ; — ^nor could our moft 
earneft entreaties prevail on him to remit 
his afliduities. We found in this humble 
fhed the^ plenty of a palace, without its 
irkfome pomp and parade. — All here was 
eafe, content, and happinefs. — Happy in 
himfelf, and happy in his connections, care 
had not fpread a wrinkle over the brow of 
our beneficent entertainer. — His counte- 
nance fpoke a heart ferene and placid, 
from a confcioufnefs of its own benignity. 
The attentive parent and the fond father 

alfo 
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alfo betrayed itfelf in every word. *' My 
^* children/' aied he, in enumerating his 
comforts, ^^ I confider as one of the greateft 
*^ of the bleffings Heaven has beAowed upoa 
^ me ; without them life would be infup- 
^* portable/' Speaking afterwards of his 
fituation, he faid, ^' Envy never entered 
^« this manfion.— I <x)vet not wealth;— the 
<* little I have I lie down contented with, 
*^ and rife in the morning full of gratitude 
^* to the Great Giver ; nor do I know a 
** greater pleafure than in ftiaring' that lit* 
^« tie with others/' As the worthy man 
faid this, the tear of fenfibility ftarted to 
his eye, and communicated to thofe of my 
friend, whofe hand he had fqueezed diuring 
the pious impromptu ; and I could perceive 
a fympathetic drop fteal down his cheek 
alfo. ** My God !" exclaimed my friend, 
cafting a look towards the former's wife 
and children, *^ this is, indeed'' — Here he 
(lopped, and, turning, left the room. How ' 
did my heart alfo vibrate at the affedling 
fcene !— But to retiurn. 

Having taken leave of the worthy far- 
mer. 
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filer, with every expreflion of gratitude our 
lips could utter, we left his hofpitable man- 
fion, and proceeded to Steep Hill. The afi» 
ternoon was, beyond defcription, enchant- 
ing; the fcenes delightful ; and every thing 
tended to keep alive that gentle flame of be- 
nevolent fenfibility which the foregoing in-i* 
cident had juft lighted up in our bofoma, * 

The great hand of Nature feems to have 
judioioufly felefted this fpot for exhibiting 
one of her grandeft ftrokes. The entrance 
to the cliff is from the road, which was ap- 
parently forced over rugged fteeps, that 
would otherwife have been impaffable. A 
grand burft broke on our left, its heights 
pleafingly variegated by clinging flirubs. 
On the oppofite fide of the road lay a huge 
mafs of rook that had fallen from fome 
overloaded eminence, and which ferved as 
a counterpart in the fore-aground. Many 
others obfl:ru6led the labour of the hult 
bandman, and contributed to enrich the 
fubje6l. 

A ray of light crept imperceptibly on 

the 
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the rocks to our left. — ^The eflfeft was foft, 
but not equal to what a ftronger light would 
have produced. Tranfits of light and (hade 
are continually ftraying over thefe heights^ 
which, when caught by the eye, fudden as 
the effe6l is, cannot fail to imprefs the mind 
with ideas of grandeur; and though the 
pencil might not be able to touch thefe 
tranfitions, the mind is not the lefs con- 
vinced of their efficacy. 

For nobltenefs of fore^groiinds, I am of 
opinion, this fpot is not to be exceeded, if 
equalled, in England. The rocks in ge- 
neral are finely tinted ^ and lie in mafleu 
extremely large ; nor does the foliage fall 
Ihort of its other beauties. In this part, 
nurtured by the foutherly winds, vegetation 
is moft luxuriant. A vernal-green afti; 
fpreading . its branches to the way-worn 
road, is often feen entwining its charms 
with the ftately oak, each adding grace to 
the other's grandeiu?. 

The vegetative efFeft ^^hich the foutherly 
windhasQnthetrees^{hrubs,andplantsofthis 
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Viand, is worthy of remarH* Long hehf9 
$ny of them arrive at maturity, through the 
prevalence of the winci from this point, they 
fdl incline towards the north, nodding their 
{lately heads, as if they fet the chilling blails 
of Boreas at defiance* In tlie vallieSi wh^q 
they are (heltered by the furrounding hills 
from every pernicious blaft, they thrive 
with an aftonifhing d^ee of luxuri^iK^.— ^ 
This obfervation may feem to favour of ex- 
agg^ation ; but fo far from it, that no de« 
fcription it is in the power of my pen to givcji 
can come up to the pi6lurefque beauties thefip 
fpots afford, or convey en adequate idea of 
the rapturous hours I have pajfed in (xai« 
templating them* 

The road to St. Lawrence is through the 
fame myfterious track of rocks ; but it is 
kept in fudi good repair, that a carris^e 
may pafs with great fafety. Except here 
and there a finall diunp ^ oF trees^ with a 
homely farm Iheltering itfelf in them, no^* 
thing further worth attention ftrikes the 
travdler till you approach th^t village. 

The 
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The exterifipn from the cliffs to the' feai 
fhore, is here above half a mile broad, and 
poflefled, if poffible, of far more grandeur 
than thofe we had already pafied^ Several 
huts fkirted the road ; but we did not obierve 
a houfe of any fize or confideration near lU 
The church of St. Lawrence is perhaps the 
feialleft at prefent (landing in any of the 
diocefes of England ;, with a ftick of a mo-» 
derate length you may reach to nearly two- 
thirds its height, at the weft gable end^ 
From the fize of the parilh* the ufual con^ 
negation cannot confift of more than twenty 
people, and even thofe muft fit very defe, I 
fliould imagine^ tofindroom^ 

Having frequently heard of a water&U 
fit this place, we had pleafed ourfelves with 
the hope of feeing a grand difplay of Natui^; 
but were not a little furprifed to find it na« 
thing more than the water of a fpring in the 
village babbling over afewftones.—It is al« 
noft too inconfiderable to be noticed. 

As foon as we had viewed this celebrated 
waterfall, we returned to the road, and toolQ 

a view 



k Vie^ of the vfllage, which is finally aftd 
llraggling. The road from Whitwell ea-» 
ters.the cliffe here, and joins the other 
road in the village.-^ Great pains appear 
to have been taken to render it piflable; 
xior have thefe pains been unattended with 
fuccefs ; — it exceeds the xnoft fanguine ex- 
pe^ations that coUld have been formed of 
it^ when firft undertaken* 

, There are many things in Nature which 
not onl/appea? incomprehenfible to a ca- 
fual obferver, but which cannot always be 
account^ for bythenaturalift.-^-iiOf this we 
met with an inftanc^ here..- ^ We could not 
help furveying, with a wonder bordering on 
aftbnifliment, the ihfeepVthat had got over 
th6 edges of the craggy precipices, from the 
downs they grazed on, and lay in the hol- 
lows of the rocks, in order to fhelter them- 
felves from the heat ; — we even obferved 
their bleating young ones carefully to de- 
fcend, and reach their dams in fafety.— ^ 
How, thus fearlefs of danger, they leave the 
plains, and' Venture on thefe hazardous de- 
divitie«, where the leaft falfe ftep muft be 
V. : attended 
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attended with defl:ru6lion, is, we believei 
beyond the coirtprehenfion of the moft fa^ 
gacious naturalift. — ^So extraordinary did it 
appear to us, that nothing but ocular de- 
Hionftration could have convinced us of the 
truth of it.— The account received from a 
peafaht^ had we not feen their fituation, 
would have met with, but little credit from 
us. 

A phoenomenon of another nature, but 
not lefs fingiilar, preferited itfelf to us here. 
When we fat out from Knowle a ftorm feem- 
ed to be pending in the horizon ; and by the 
time we had reached St. Lawrence we heard 
feveral claps of thunder,. As every incident 
which tended to produce pi6lurefque eflfeiSls 
Hiftantly attradled Our attention, we call our 
eyes towards the fea, in order to obferve 
whether any alteration had taken place on 
ks fmooth furface ; when, to our great fur- 
prife, we plainly perceived a veffel, within 
pight miles of the fhore, labouring imder 
the eflfe6ts of the ftorm, and apparently in 
the greateft diflrefs. And what was ex- 
tremely ftriking was, that though the fea 

where 
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Whtf e ^e VeiOfel happened to tie, rolled (« 
it is commonly termed,) mountains high, 
yet not a breath of that air, which was. 
there fo tempelhious, ruiSed the water on 
the beach beneath us.— An operation of Na- 
ture that had never before fallen under our 
infpe6lion ; and we greatly regretted not 
having with us fome ingenious painter, in 
the marine line, to take an exa6t reprefent^ 
ation of it« 

A light, rendered more bright by the 
contrail, had fpread itfelf round the elec-^ 
trie doud, which was thus venting its rage 
upon the helplefs (hip, and rendered the 
icene more gloomy. By a glafs, we could 
perceive that ihe laboured much under the 
violence of the ftorm, and every wave came 
full fraught with danger. Fot near an 
hour did the tempeft permit us to behold 
its raging at a, dillance ; but at length a 
brifk wind fpringing up, it made its way 
towards us, and we (hould have ihared in 
its ^^ pitilefs peltings,'* had we not retired 
to a neighbouring cottage, where we con-» 
tinued till it had paffed on. 

^ Having 
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' tlavihg returned the owner of the cot- 
tage to which we had retired, our thanks 
for the kind attention ftiewn us> we once 
anore mounted our horfeis^ and had from 
hence the completell view of UnderclifF, 
towards Bonchurch, that any part affords. 
The houfe of the honourable Wilbrahai^ 
Tollemache appears full in fight. 

The view fironi hejice is too confiifed for all 
the parts of it to be coritrafted into a land- 
fcape ; but for the fight, it has every gra- 
tification the warmeft imagination can wilh* 
The numbers of the rocks, and the uninter- 
rupted verdure twining round them, with 
large maffes of broken ground, comj^ofe a 
fcene fuperb in the extreme. 

' The tain) which had juft Ceafed, had left 
its fpangles on the bladed grafs, faint imi- 
tation of the cryftal drop gently dealing 
down the cheek of Beauty; and as the 
fofteft emotions of pity are excited in the 
manly breaft by thefe, fo did thofe add new 
charms to the verdure of the cliflfe. 

Vet. I P Every 
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Ev^y plant and (hrub was clad in its 
gayeft veft, and Nature feemed to be 
adorned with her livelieil fmiles^ and to 
breathe forth her fweeteft fragrance. — ^A 
briar had courted the embraces of the ever-* 
lading ivy ; the feafon had juil tipped their 
leaves with the remembrance of September, 
but no more than added lufire to the union. 
A few afhes hung vibrating from the preci- 
pice, bedecked with all the bloom that funi- 
mer could beftow upon them. While the 
humble thatch of the fcattered cottages, be-, 
friended by the downy mofs, glared in the 
brighteft yellow ; which but tended to 
foften the mellower tints of the furround-^ 
ing plants. In (hort, the fcene exhibited a 
profufion of charms. 

To this the declining rays of the fun did 
not a little contribute; ev»y Ihrub or plant 
on which th^ ghmced, when gently moved 
by the paffing zephyr^ feemed to bow their 
heads in grateful acknowiedgement to the 
great fource of vegetation. 

The road flill continued over the rocky 

afcents 
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bfcents of thefe chearfiil hilk. To give an 
exa6t reprefentation of all the fcenes we 
pafled^ is not in oiir power ; — ^fufiice it to 
fey, that they are pleafingly irregular.— 
Every hundrcHl paoes^ though on fuch ele- 
vated ground, lead up a frefh hill, or elfe 
Ikirt the defcent with a floping flowery or- 
chard* 

The evening had beamed forth its lad 

rays on Steep-hill Cottage, as we pafled its 

. elevation ; and lulling all Nature to repofe, 

rendered it neceflary for us to feek an afy- 

Jlum for the night. 
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SECTION XIII; 

GREAT as the pleafures were which we 
had enjoyed the preceding day, they 
did not exceed the fatisfadlion we received 
from the 'permiflion granted us to ^ew 
Steep-hill Cottage. This was once the villa 
of the late right honourable Hans Stanley^ 
then governor of the iffeftd; but it now be- 
longs to the honoiurable Mr. ToUemache. ' 

■ > 

' It was ere6led by Mr. Stanley, and, from 
its iituation, mud have coft an immenfe funk 
From feveral concurring circumftances, we 
were led to believe, that even bringing the 
water up to the houfe was attended with a 
very confiderable expence. 

It is in the true cottage ftile.-^The roof 
confifts, cottage like, of humble thatch ; and 
the outfides of the walls are covered with 
white compofition ; forming together a ru- 
ral and plealing appearance. But its infide, 
for neatnefs and elegance, beggars defcrip- 
tion.— It is at once fo plain, fo truly ele-* 
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gant, and, though fmall, fo convenient, and 
fo pleafant, that I think I may venture to 
lay I never met with its equal. 

The entrance leading from the gate to the 
houfe, is lined on both fides#with lofty elms 
and afhes, which form an avenue that reaches 
almoft to the door of the hall, where a dif- 
play of tafte is feen in thefurrounding flow- 
ers and (hrubs. 

On the left hand, before we reached the 
houfe, ftood an urn; and on the right hand, 
a chair formed of the rough branches of 
trees, which, though fimple, was curious. 

As^ you enter the hall the fight is en- 
countered with frefh beauties ; it is not fpa- 
cious, but in the extreme of tafte.— Here are 
a few pictures by Vandevelde, with feveral 
by other mafters. But on entering the din- 
ing room,^ we found an exquifite difplay of 
the powers of this matter's pencil.— We 
fcarcely ever remember feeing a colle6lion 
of Ihipping to be compared with it. 

: P 3 The 
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The piece in particular which hung over 
the fire-place, is, without exception, one of 
the fined by that mafter. — The fubjed is a 
Ihip in a gale of wind, under top-fails. The 
handling is wonderful; and the penciling 
clearly pronounces it to be a cbef louvre. 

Two others of confiderable merit hung 
over the doors : we imagined tl»m to be by 
Brooking.— r-They are finely touched: — ^the 
fea, in one of them, is fpirited to a degree. 
There are alfo Ibiise by De Vdfeger, exe^ 
cuted in a fine manner, particularly the vieW 
of Scheveling. 

Laft, though not lead, two landfcapes at- 
tra6led our notice ; which, at firft fight, we 
thought to be Gainlboroi^h's.-— The co^ 
louring dear 9nd beauti&l ; the drawing 
not lefe great; tbe finiftiing in his beft ftile. 
—We were however much furprifed when 
We were informed, that they were not zGbx^ 
ally executed by that great maftor, but copi-p 
ed after two pieces of his, by the honour-* 
able Mr, Tollemache, the poffeffor of tha 
villa, 

^IhaU 
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' 1 fhall not hefitate to pronounce, that 
were thefe piftures hanging in fome fnug 
corner in town, the moft experienced con- 
noiffeiir, on getting a fight of them, would 
inimediately conclude them to be originals. 
They only want time to mellow their frefh 
appearance, and then few would be able to 
difcover the difference. 

Th6 fubjedl of one is a cottage ; down 
the fteps of which a country girl is defcend- 
ing— A favourite fubjedt of that eminent 
and much lamented matter. The other 
truly depi6lured to us the mind of this 
paragon of natural genius.— It was a fmall 
piece of water, with a grey horfe in a mar- 
ket cart, fipping the furface of the pool. 
The diftance of both is foft and harmo- 
nious, and adds double luftre and effe6t 
to the fore-grounds. Of all the copiers 
from Gainlborough, no one perhaps ever 
caught his touch and colouring with greater 
exa<5lnefs, or has been more chafte in the 
drawing, than Mr. ToUemache^ in the 
pieces referred to. 

P 4 There 
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There being company in the houfe at the 
time we were there, we were prevented from 
feeing the upper part of it ;— a difappoint- 
ment we fubmitted to with regret; as from 
what we had feen on the ground floor, we 
had but little doubt of the remainder being 
furnifhed and decorated with ec^nal elegance^ 
and tafte. 

The outfijle of the houfe is no lefs free 
from oftentation in its appearance, than the 
infide is devoid of every falfe allurement to 
catch the eye. The principal view from 
it is towards the weft ; where a bow win-* 
dow projefts, that, like the roofs of all the - 
other parts, has only humble thatch for its 
covering. 

A pleafing lawn lies before it, which 
gradually declining, prefents the whole 
range pf St. Lawrence on one fide, — ^the 
extremity of the ocean on the other. On 
the right fide, at the bottom of the lawn, 
you pafs the wicket that leads to the gar^ 
den, which, from its fituation, cannot fail 
of being produftive. The rocks protect 

it 
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It towards the noitb, and the fea breezes 
fiui it from the fouth. 

From hence we paffed the wing of the 
houfe, and entered a path that leads to the' 
grove before mentioned. The oflBces are 
ibme of them in the village, others are ad*> 
joining to the houfe. On the left hand 
ftands the green-hoxife and ftabling, but 
they lie confiderably lower than the cot-* 
tage. 

To enumerate the many delightful vicif- 
fitudes of this fairy ground, is beyond the 
power of a pen. I therefore Ihall con- 
clude my defcription of it with faying, that 
to find a fpot whe'e thofe who refide in it 
are fo much refpe^led, — ^where its vicinity is 
fo pleafing, — ^its lituation fo romantic, — and 
its taut en-fembU io bewitching,-— is next to 
impoflible. 

Mr. Tollemache has likewife 9 brigantine 
yacht, which, when the weather will permit, 
lies here to grace the ruder fcenes of Na- 
ture. The infide of it, we were informed. 
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k equally as elegant as his villa^ and fitted 
up with the fame tafte.; but we had not aa 
opportunity of viewing it. 

Parties frequently come to the New hm, 
at Steephill, to dine ; where, though th^ 
might not find the fumptuoua entertain*- 
ment of a modern hotel, they will meet 
with every ccxivenience for ferving up a 
cold collation. 

• Even in this reclufe and humble fituation 
a ray of tade b vifible. The houfe being 
imall, the proprietco^s have encouraged the 
irregular branches of a fig tree to repofe 
itf?lf on an ^ificial fupport ; thereby £onn« 
ing a kitid of canopy, which fpreading over 
a daifey-mantled carpet, (erves as a pleating 
and agreeaUe receptacle, in which parties 
continuaQy dinis, alfrefca. On the oppo- 
fite fide a prouder walnut fpi*eads its 
branches over the feats, and likewife ftiel- 
ters^ the chearful guefts firom the fcorching 
beams of the fun« 

The profpeft firom thefe rural (beds is 
very pleafing, but, in point of landfcape, 

rather 
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rather contrafted. The hill froirt whence 
the village derives its name binds the left- 
hand fcreen. The valley opens beneath to 
the road where Mr. ToUemache's yachl; 
ufually lies. To (hew how much we were 
charmed with this place, I cannot help mak- 
ing ufe of an expreflionof the late Mr. Quin's, 
on his leaving Chatfworth:. " I thought I 
fhould at times have broke my neck in get- 
ting there ; but when I was there, I thought 
i fhould have broke my heart to leave it/' 

The ftiore here is very rocky, and, when 
the wind blows frefti from the fouthward, 
very dangerous for fhips. At fuch times 
the yacht leaves her ftation, and makes for 
Sandown Bay, or for Spithead. 

The inhabitants fay, that within the lad: 
twenty years the fea has greatly incroached, 
at this part of the coaft, on the land. But 
if we might judge from the pieces of rock 
with which the ftrand is every where ftrew- 
^, and which muft have fallen from the 
eminences at the time the fea wafhed their 
fides, (and this, from every apparent cir-^ 

cumftancei 
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eamftance, muft have been the cafe at 
fome period or other,) it may rather, I 
think, be concluded that the contrary has 
happened. The country people, however, 
think otherwife. 

A number of ravens build in thefe diffsr, 
^d likewife hawks, of a fpedes peculiar to 
this fpot only;— they are of the falcon 
kind, and found to be the only fort pro- 
per for the fpOTt of hawking, Jack-daws^ 
crows, and many other birds, alfo make 
them their habitations, and breed on them. 
Some of the farmers fay they have heard 
of eagles being there ; others are of a 
different opinion. From the fituation of 
the rocks^ fuch a circumftfince is not im- 
probable ; but as this bird is generally an 
inhabitant of colder climates, we were ra- 
ther inclined to give credit to the afler- 
tions of the latter. 

The people of this place are chiefly fifh- 
ermen, who in the fiimmer feafon take 
great quantities of crabs and lobfters. For 
this purpofe fome of them fink more than 

a hundred 



( «31 1 

« hundred wicker pots, or more properly 
bafkets, at a time; which they bait with 
whatever kind of flefti or garbage they can 
procure. And here it may not be improper 
to hint to the gentlemen of the ifland, that 
whenever they k)fe a dog, they cannot feek 
for it in a more likely place ; though moft 
probably they may chance to come too late 
to recover it while living* I have myfelf 
feen feveral fine pointers tied up in their huts 
at a night, which, before the fucceedingday 
has broke, have been made not " wormai 
meat,'' as Mercutio was, but food for crabs 
and Idbfters. The coaft abounds with IheU 
fifh of all forts, to the grefat convenience of 
;the lower ranks, who purchafe them at three 
pence per pound ; that is generally the 
price fixed when boiled, and they are always 
• fold by weight. 

A fifh of a very peculiar nature is fome- 
•times taken here, to which the fifhermen, 
from its circular form, give the name of 
thefun-fifh. The appearance of this fifh 
is extremely whimfical, and Nature feems 
to have been in a fportive humour whea 

flie 
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(he firft fafhioned it. In (htpe it is nearljft 
round, and does not, like moft other fifh^ 
branch out into any part that might be 
termed a taiL One part however is rather 
pointed, at which the head is fixed; the 
Ihoulders are placed at the thickeft part ; 
after which it becomes rather oval; and 
it has four fins, fitoated at the extremities* 
Taken altogether, it is a droll compofition* 
We could not help refembling it to a fchool- 
boy, who, having worn his long hair for a 
ccmfiderable time dangling down his back, 
has it, on a fudden, cropped clofe to his 
lieck* 

We had been informed, that here, alfo, 
we (hould fee a cafcade ; our expe6lations 
howeva: wwe foon put a ftop to, by be- 
holding a little fpring, trickling down the 
fide of a hill, in a contra6led channel, de- 
void of every appearance of grandeur ; and 
poffefling nothing worthy of notice, but the 
large ftone by which its mean due was 
lM"oken, and which was fuflBcient tofuftain a 
body of water fifty times more wdghty than 
that running over it. 

Leaving 
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Leaving Steephill, we cbntinued oiir 
courfe towards Bonchurch; during which 
fev^al curious ftudies for colouring prefent^ 
ed themfelvesy till we pafied the corner of a 
precipice, from whence the beginning of 
Little-town Down commences. The (helv- 
ing fides of this precipice hang tottering 
over the brink of the deep abyfs, and threat- 
en an intrufion on the road.— It forms a 
noble fide-fcreen for the general view of 
Bonchurch ;— while from it the fea has a 
variegated appearance, and finely affifis the 
landfcape. 

On firft viewing the mountain to which 
the name of Little-town Down is given, a 
traveller may be led to fuppofe it Steep- 
hill. Its fides, like that, are almoft per- 
pendicular, and, as feen from the road, are 
formed like a fugar-loaf. A few houfes lie 
at its foot; the road to which from Appul- 
durcombe is dangerous in the extreme. The 
hill itfelf is a noble pi6lurefque objedt ; and 
forms an elegant back-ground to relieve the 
broken part of the road on which the cot- 
tages ftand. Here are as many choice 

pieces 
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pieces of broken rocks» and fofe-gfOniiMls 
well verdured, as at UnderclifF; only more 
oontrafted. The foil again alters h^e, and 
appears to be compofed of flint, vrith great 
quantities of tobacco-pipe clay. 
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